RED WHEELBARROW NOTES—CREATIVE WRITING/ IPBT May 2012

Bullet points from May 30 presentation / Ken Weisner

· 40 Year tradition of Red Wheelbarrow (formally Bottomfish)

· Two professionally produced books per year, accomplished in two (down from three) quarters per year of instruction.

· 40 student editors per year

· 40 published students per year—hard to measure the importance of this with traditional WSCH or other numerical data

· Establishes a unique and festive culture of diversity, inclusivity, & excellence

· Awards offered each spring (art, poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction)

· Interdisciplinary: language arts and visual arts (magazine incorporates and features art from most talented photographers, painters, etc. Collaboration with art department and with Euphrat.

· Magazines anchor synergies and communities: 

· DASB funds printing

· Supports visiting authors, event sponsorships

· Publishes student-conducted author-interviews

· Receives regional & national recognition

· Links with Montalvo

· League for Innovation National community college literary competition (De Anza sponsors 2012-2013)

· EBSCO database inclusion (beginning this year) distributes student edited and authored materials to international audiences)

· Has already taken major hits. The magazine took a 33% instructional cut this year (from offering three classes annually to two classes annually)—still to support the creation of two books. Additionally, the magazine course just suffered a Banner-enforced load reduction (25%) even while doubling enrollments over the past three years. 

· Literary culture of this kind, student-centered, is mission central:

· Communication & expression

· Critical thinking

· Global and socio-cultural awareness

· Mental health & well being (like sports arts are essential to community well being)

· Division Solidarity: you won’t find any splits in our division when it comes to supporting creative writing/ literary magazine programs because creative writing is a dimension of all writing. It’s not a cherry on top. It’s a staple for a fully formed writing culture. Please read our program mission statement for creative writing: http://www.deanza.edu/english-writing/creative/creativewritingandlitatcommunitycollege.html
