National Civic Engagement Survey
Spring 2015
Descriptive Statistics

In spring 2015, nine community colleges from across the state were provided a small stipend
to participate in the Civic Engagement Survey administered by The Democracy
Commitment (TDC). The colleges were asked to administer the survey via an online link to
all students enrolled at the end of the spring quarter. This resulted in 4,735 valid student
responses. Below are highlights from the results.

Civic Behaviors

- Participation in activities prior to college and after entering this college:

76% of respondents stated they obtained news daily/weekly prior to entering this
college while 76% stated the same after they entered this college.

45% of respondents stated they discussed politics, social, or community issues
daily/weekly prior to entering this college while 46% stated the same after they
entered this college.

24% of respondents stated they expressed their opinions on issues or politics via
social media or the internet prior to entering this college while 28% stated the same
after they entered this college.

4% of respondents stated they persuaded others to vote for a particular issue, party,
or candidate daily/weekly prior to entering this college while 6% stated the same
after they entered this college.

- Participation in voting activities prior to college and after entering this college:

45% of respondents stated they registered to vote prior to entering this college while
48% stated the same after they entered this college.

59% of respondents stated they voted in a student election prior to entering this
college while 74% stated the same after they entered this college.

57% of respondents stated they voted in a local, state or federal election prior to
entering this college while 56% stated the same after they entered this college.

- Activities after leaving this college:

41% of respondents stated that after leaving this college they plan to
frequently/almost always work with others to promote social or political change.
86% of respondents stated that after leaving this college they plan to
frequently/almost always help others who may not be as well off as themselves.



Civic Agency

65% of respondents stated that their experience at this college somewhat/to a
great extent contributed to their ability to have a civil conversation about
controversial issues with someone whose background or views are different than
their own.

63% of respondents stated that their experience at this college somewhat/to a
great extent contributed to their ability to have their views challenged by others.
53% of respondents stated that their experience at this college somewhat/to a
great extent contributed to their ability to work with others to make a difference
on campus or in their community.

56% of respondents stated that their experience at this college somewhat/to a
great extent contributed to their ability to voice their opinion on campus, at work,
or in their community.

67% of respondents stated they agree/strongly agree they have the tools to seek
out information in order to develop an informed position on a social or political
issue.

76% of respondents stated they agree/strongly agree they have the tools
necessary to communicate with someone whose views are different than their
own.

49% of respondents stated they agree/strongly agree that they see themselves as
part of the campus community.

58% of respondents stated they agree/strongly agree that they see themselves as
an individual who can have an impact on what happens in this country.

Civic Knowledge

25% of respondents stated their experience at this college to a great extent increased
their knowledge of global issues, and another 26% stated their experience increased
their knowledge of both national issues and issues facing their communities.

46% of respondents correctly identified the Supreme Court as the group of
individuals that has the responsibility to make the final decision on whether a law is
constitutional or not.

53% of respondents correctly identified that 2/3 or 67% of a majority is required in
the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives to override a presidential veto.
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