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	Thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the thesis clearly stated?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the thesis compelling?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the main ideas clearly articulated in the introduction? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Are they appropriately complex, sophisticated, nuanced?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does it capture the essential elements of the arguments developed and positions taken in the body?
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity, organization, and development of ideas and integration of sources
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the body correspond to the introduction in organization and substance?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is each section of the paper organized, coherent, clear?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the arguments developed sufficiently and well supported?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the positions taken and claims made compelling?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there a sufficient number of sources integrated into the body?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the sources effectively used?
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentence level clarity and mechanics
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the paper conform to standards of written English (grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.)?
	
	
	
	
	

	Citations and section headings
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the paper use APSA in-text and end-text citations properly?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the paper use section headings?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the paper use standard margins, fonts, font size, double spacing, page numbers, etc.?
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