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Poli 1 seeks to promote understanding of American government and politics. Community Service Learning (CSL) is a form of experiential education in which students apply knowledge, skills, critical thinking, and good judgment to address genuine community needs. The CSL component of this class is designed to enhance student understanding of American government and politics through active participation in the political process and critical reflection on that experience. As the Institute of Community and Civic Engagement (ICCE) at De Anza College points out, CSL provides a range of benefits to students, including academic, personal, and professional growth. (For detailed information about CSL at De Anza, see: ICCE CSL Handbook; ICCE’s CSL Benefits Sheet; etc.). 

The CSL assignment requires students to:
(1) identify a volunteer/community service opportunity (the instructor will assist as needed)

(2) complete a community service learning agreement between the instructor and student
(3) engage in a minimum of 12 hours of community service work documented with a timesheet
(4) maintain a journal of reflections on the service learning experience

(5) submit an essay of critical reflections
CSL Agreement/timesheet/12 hours minimum

Make sure to submit your community service learning agreement by the end of the third week of the quarter. Maintain a record of attendance every day you volunteer. Sign in and out and obtain a signature from your supervisor verifying the hours. You must complete a minimum of 12 hours of community service learning to receive credit.

Critical reflection

You are required to keep a journal/notes of your reflections throughout (before, during, and after) the community service learning project, which might include: ideas about what you’re doing; how you’re doing it; the skills required to engage in and promoted by this activity; what you’re learning about politics and the political process (for example, individual political behavior, individual attitudes toward politics, the role of organizations, the nature of political processes, the impact of public policies), etc. You will need to submit a 2 (or more) page essay describing your reflections on your community service experience. Your reflection may include your reactions, feelings, observations, and ideas regarding your activity. At a minimum, the critical reflection should include: (1) a brief history/description of the organization that you are working for, its component parts, roles, activities, purposes, goals, the services it provides, etc.; (2) a description of the nature of volunteer experience, the skills you used and/or developed through your activities; and most importantly, (3) what you learned as a result of this process, about yourself, the organization, the political system, the political process, etc. In essence, you are asked to critically reflect on the experience, and your essay will be evaluated on how well you analyze the experience and how well you integrate what you’ve learned in the class with your community service project.

