Comparative Politics

Political Science 2 (POLI 2.01, 4 units)

De Anza College, Fall 2011
T, Th 12:30-2:20pm, ADM119
Instructor: Bob Stockwell

Contact Information

Email: stockwellrobert@fhda.edu

Mail: Admin. building; Social Science and Humanities Division Office, L13

Office/hours/phone: F21P (http://www.deanza.edu/map/l_quad.html); M-Th, 11:30am-12:30pm, and by appointment; (408) 864-8382

Website: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/stockwellbob/
Course Description and Objectives
Comparative Politics is a critical examination of the historical and contemporary development of various current major world political systems and the comparison of political phenomena at the nation-state, inter-state, and global levels of analysis.
We begin by defining “the good society” and the capability approach, the basis for our comparative analysis throughout the quarter. We then turn to a discussion of political institutions and political economies. This is followed by an analysis of the politics and regime types (social democratic, conservative, and Christian democratic) among rich democracies, including Sweden, the United States, and Germany. In the second half of the course, we examine the politics and regime types (authoritarian developmental, predatory, democratic developmental, and fragmented) among “less developed” countries, including South Korea, Nigeria, Chile, and Brazil. The course ends with a comparative analysis of the politics of Russia and China.
The course seeks to promote three principle student learning outcomes (SLOs) (knowledge, skills/abilities, attitudes you’ll be able to demonstrate/perform as a result of successfully completing this class): (1) compare and evaluate how political decisions are shaped by institutions and processes in various political systems; (2) compare and assess the impact of political decisions on individuals and groups in various political systems; and (3) appraise how participation in the political process varies across political systems.

The course also seeks to promote a greater appreciation for and understanding of the incredible diversity of political systems throughout the world; foster attitudes of tolerance and respect for this diversity, and thereby undermine ethnocentrism; and further develop critical thinking, reading, writing, verbal communication, research, and technology skills essential for responsible citizenship in the world community.

Required texts

(1) Draper, Alan and Ramsay, Ansil. 2008. The Good Society: An Introduction to Comparative Politics. New York, N.Y.: Pearson Longman. [ISBN: 978-0-321-43217-9].

(2) A major newspaper daily (e.g., San Jose Mercury News, San Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, International Herald Tribune, Christian Science Monitor, etc.).

Course Requirements and Grade Weights
Writing assignments/quizzes (25%)

Midterm (25%)
Final (25%)

Research paper (25%)
Writing assignments and quizzes: There will be a series of writing assignments and quizzes (some unannounced) throughout the quarter. Details of each writing assignment will be discussed in class and posted on the course website. Late writing assignments will not be accepted for credit. Quizzes will be on the required readings, and may or may not be announced ahead of time (i.e., there may be “surprise” quizzes). Reading assignments will be announced in class and posted online. Makeup quizzes will not be offered.

Midterm, final: There will be a midterm and final exam. The material covered on each will be announced in class and posted on the course website. The prospective dates for the midterm and final are provided in the course schedule; the final exam period is scheduled for Thursday, December 15, 11:30am-1:30pm. Makeup exams will not be offered (except under extraordinary circumstances beyond your control, which must be documented).
Research paper: You are required to take part in a group research project throughout the quarter. There will be a series of writing assignments associated with the project. In addition to submitting a final paper, you will be required to give a presentation to the class (presentation schedule to be determined). Topics/countries of study and details of the writing assignments will be discussed in class and posted on the course website.

Attendance/participation: You are required to actively and constructively participate in classroom activities and discussions, to attend class regularly, and to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals are distracting and disruptive to the instructor and your colleagues. Students who are consistently absent may be dropped from the class. At the same time, responsibility for dropping the class or withdrawing from the class through Admissions and Records rests ultimately with you, the student.
Civility and Academic Honesty

You are expected to assist in maintaining an environment conducive to learning and to refrain from academically dishonest conduct (e.g., cheating, plagiarism) (please refer to the “Mutual Respect Policy” and the “Academic Integrity” sections of the schedule of classes). http://www.deanza.edu/publications/catalog/
Uncivil behavior will result in dismissal; academic dishonesty will result in an “F” for the class and will be reported to the Division Dean.

Standards and Expectations

Students and teachers have obligations to each other. This is what you can expect from me:

· I will treat you with the respect due to all human beings.

· I will learn your name and treat you as an individual.

· I will not discriminate against you on the basis of your identity or your well-informed viewpoints.

· I will manage the class in a professional manner, which may include educating you in appropriate behavior.

· I will prepare carefully for every class.

· I will begin and end class on time.

· I will teach only in areas of my professional expertise. If I do not know something, I will say so.

· I will conduct scholarly research and publication with the aim of making myself a more informed teacher.

· I will return your assignments quickly with detailed feedback.

· I will pursue the maximum punishment for plagiarism, cheating, and other violations of academic integrity.

· I will keep careful records of your attendance, performance, and progress.

· I will investigate every excuse for nonattendance of classes and non-completion of assignments.

· I will make myself available to you for advising.

· I will maintain confidentiality concerning your performance.

· I will provide you with professional support and write recommendations for you if appropriate.

· I will be honest with you.

· Your grade will reflect the quality of your work and nothing else.

Here is what I expect from you:

· You will treat everyone in the class, including the instructor, with the respect due to all human beings.

· You will attend every class, give your full attention to the material, and conduct yourself in an appropriate manner.

· You will agree to do the work outlined in the syllabus and assigned in class on time.

· You will acknowledge that previous academic preparation (e.g., writing skills) will affect your performance in this course.

· You will acknowledge that your perception of effort, by itself, is not enough to justify a distinguished grade.

· You will not plagiarize or otherwise steal the work of others.

· You will not make excuses for your failure to do what you ought to do.

· You will accept the consequences – good and bad – of your actions.

Doing Well

If you make a good faith effort to critically engage the reading, actively participate in classroom discussions and activities, consistently do the assignments and prepare for tests, then you should do quite well in this class. You’ll find the more you put into it, the more you get out of it. This is an opportunity to learn about comparative politics. Take full advantage of it! If I can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to see me before or after class; or, better yet, during office hours.

De Anza offers a number of student services designed to promote student success: Current Students -- http://www.deanza.edu/students/
Student Services -- http://www.deanza.edu/studentservices/
Academic Support and Student Success -- http://www.deanza.edu/academicsupport/
Student Success Center -- http://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/
Final Grades

Letter grades will be based on the following scale:

A = 90-100% (Excellent)

A+ = 98-100

A = 93-97

A- = 90-92

B = 80-89% (Good)

B+ = 87-89

B = 83-86

B- = 80-82

C = 70-79% (Satisfactory)

C+ = 77-79

C = 70-76

D = 60-69% (Passing, less than satisfactory)

D+ = 67-69

D = 63-66

D- = 60-62

F = 0-59% (Failing)

Course Schedule (any changes will be announced in class)

	Date
	Topics (research process assignments)
	The Good Society

	Week 1:
9/27, 29
	The Good Society
Capability Approach

	Introduction, xiii-xix

Chapter 1, 1-21

	Week 2:
10/4, 6

	Political Institutions

	Chapter 2, 22-55

	Week 3:
10/11, 13

	States and Markets

	Chapter 3, 56-89

	Week 4:
10/18, 20

	Rich Democracies

Regimes in Rich Democracies
	Chapter 4, 90-116
Chapter 5, 117-148

	Week 5:
10/25, 27

	Sweden, U.S., Germany

	Chapter 6, 149-182

	Week 6:
11/1, 3

	Midterm review 

Midterm exam
	Chapters 1-6, 1-182


	Week 7:
11/8, 10

	Less Developed Countries


	Chapter 7, 183-211



	Week 8: 11/15, 17

	Regimes in Less Developed Countries


	Chapter 8, 212-243



	Week 9:
11/22

	South Korea, Nigeria, Chile, Brazil

No class Thursday (11/24), Thanksgiving
	Chapter 9, 244-290

	Week 10:
11/29, 12/1

	Russia and China


	Chapter 10, 291-335

	Week 11:
12/6, 8

	Research Presentations

The Color of the Cat
	Conclusion, 336-341

	Week 12:

12/15

	Thursday (12/15), 11:30am-1:30pm

	Chapters 7-10, 183-341


1

