
American Government and Politics

Political Science 1 (POLI 1.04S, 4 units)

De Anza College, Winter 2012
MTWTh, 10:30-11:20am, SC1102
Instructor: Bob Stockwell

Contact Information

Email: stockwellrobert@fhda.edu
Mail: Admin. building; Social Science and Humanities Division Office, L13
Office/hours/phone: F21P (http://www.deanza.edu/map/l_quad.html); MW 11:30am-1:30pm, and by appointment; (408) 864-8382
Website: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/stockwellbob/
Course Description and Objectives
Introduction to American Government and Politics is a critical examination of the contemporary and historical struggle for the development of democratic political institutions in the United States at the local, state, and national levels. Particular emphasis is given to the conflict between traditional elites and historically disenfranchised social groups (women, people of color, and workers) in the conduct of U.S. political life.
The course seeks to achieve three student learning outcomes (SLOs) -- knowledge, skills/abilities, and attitudes you will demonstrate/perform as a result of successfully completing this class: (1) evaluate how political decisions are shaped by institutions and processes; (2) assess the impact of political decisions on individuals and groups; (3) demonstrate the capacity to participate in the political process effectively.

We begin by defining key concepts and examining the basic framework of our political system (political culture, ideology, Constitution, federalism, civil liberties, and civil rights). We then discuss the political process (e.g., public opinion, media, interest groups, parties, elections, voting, etc.) and political institutions (Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy, and Judiciary). We conclude by analyzing domestic and foreign policy.
Throughout the quarter, we’ll seek to address fundamental questions regarding politics in the United States: In what ways is our political system democratic? In what ways is it less than democratic? How democratic should it be? How might we make the political system more democratic?

In general, the course seeks to promote increased understanding of government and politics in the U.S. and to encourage interest and active participation in public affairs; to promote tolerance and respect for different viewpoints; and to further develop critical thinking, reading, writing, verbal communication, and technology skills essential for responsible citizenship. The ultimate goal of the course is to inculcate a deep and abiding commitment to active participation in the experiment we call democracy in the United States.

Required Texts

(1) Schmidt, Steffen W., et al. 2011. American Government and Politics Today: 2010-2011 Brief Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. [ISBN-10: 0495797138; ISBN-13: 9780495797135].
(2) Major newspaper (e.g., San Jose Mercury News, San Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor, etc.).
Course Requirements and Grade Weights
Writing assignments and quizzes (25%)

Community Service Learning project (25%) 
Midterm (25%)

Final (25%)

Writing assignments and quizzes: There will be a series of writing assignments and quizzes throughout the quarter. Details of each writing assignment will be discussed in class and posted on the course website. Late writing assignments will not be accepted for credit. Quizzes will be on the required readings, and may or may not be announced ahead of time (i.e., there may be “surprise” quizzes). Reading assignments will be announced in class and posted online. Makeup quizzes will not be offered.
Community Service Learning: As a Community Service Learning (CSL) course, you are required to engage in 12 hours of community service, and will receive CSL credit for the class. For this reason, students who do not complete the twelve hours of community service will fail the class regardless of their performance in other areas. In brief, the CSL project consists of three parts: (1) seeking out and securing a community service learning opportunity (submitting an agreement); (2) doing at least 12 hours of community service work (which you will document with a timesheet); and (3) writing an essay of critical reflections based on your community service experience that fully integrates what you have learned about American politics throughout the quarter.
For general information about community service learning, see: http://www.deanza.edu/communityengagement/csl.html; the Institute of Community and Civic Engagement (ICCE), which coordinates the CSL program at De Anza:  http://www.deanza.edu/communityengagement/index.html.
Midterm, final: There will be a midterm and final exam. The material covered on each will be announced in class and posted on the course website. The prospective date for the midterm is provided in the course schedule; the final exam is scheduled for Wednesday, March 28, 9:15am-11:15am. Makeup exams will not be offered (except under extraordinary circumstances beyond your control, which must be documented).
Attendance/participation: You are required to actively and constructively participate in classroom activities and discussions, to attend class regularly, and to arrive to class on time. Late arrivals are distracting and disruptive to the instructor and your colleagues. Students who are consistently absent may be dropped from the class. At the same time, responsibility for dropping the class or withdrawing from the class through Admissions and Records rests ultimately with you, the student.
Civility and Academic Honesty

You are expected to assist in maintaining an environment conducive to learning and to refrain from academically dishonest conduct (e.g., cheating, plagiarism) (please refer to the “Mutual Respect Policy” and the “Academic Integrity” sections of the schedule of classes). http://www.deanza.edu/publications/catalog/
Uncivil behavior will result in dismissal; academic dishonesty will result in an “F” for the class and will be reported to the Division Dean.
Standards and Expectations

Students and teachers have obligations to each other. This is what you can expect from me:

· I will treat you with the respect due to all human beings.

· I will try to learn your name and treat you as an individual.

· I will not discriminate against you on the basis of your identity or your well-informed viewpoints.

· I will manage the class in a professional manner, which may include educating you in appropriate behavior.

· I will prepare carefully for every class.

· I will begin and end class on time.

· I will teach only in areas of my professional expertise. If I do not know something, I will say so.

· I will conduct scholarly research with the aim of making myself a more informed teacher.

· I will pursue the maximum punishment for plagiarism, cheating, and other violations of academic integrity.

· I will keep careful records of your performance.
· I will investigate every excuse for nonattendance of classes and non-completion of assignments.

· I will make myself available to you for advising.

· I will maintain confidentiality concerning your performance.

· I will provide you with professional support and write recommendations for you if appropriate.

· I will be honest with you.

· Your grade will reflect the quality of your work and nothing else.

Here is what I expect from you:

· You will treat everyone in the class, including the instructor, with the respect due to all human beings.

· You will attend every class, give your full attention to the material, and conduct yourself in an appropriate manner.

· You will agree to do the work outlined in the syllabus and assigned in class on time.

· You will acknowledge that previous academic preparation (e.g., writing skills) will affect your performance in this course.

· You will acknowledge that your perception of effort, by itself, is not enough to justify a distinguished grade.

· You will not plagiarize or otherwise steal the work of others.

· You will not make excuses for your failure to do what you ought to do.

· You will accept the consequences – good and bad – of your actions.

Doing Well

If you make a good faith effort to critically engage the reading, actively participate in classroom discussions and activities, consistently do the assignments and prepare for tests, you should do quite well in this class. You’ll find the more you put into it, the more you get out of it. This is an opportunity to learn about American government and politics. Take full advantage of it! If I can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to see me before or after class; or, better yet, during office hours.
Offered by the Student Success Center, Adjunct Study Skills (Skills 232) provides study skills assistance, including study strategies, test-taking, time management, note-taking, and textbook reading. Skills courses combine weekly small group sessions with self-paced laboratories and workshops. The 1/2 unit, Pass/No Pass lecture/lab class requires 12 hours per quarter: a 1 hour orientation, 7 group meetings, and 4 hours of skills labs. Students who successfully complete Skills 232 will improve their performance in this and other classes, and may be eligible for extra credit based on the assessment of their performance by the student instructor.

For more information, see: http://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/, http://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/tutorial/academicskillscenter/adjunctstudyskills.html
De Anza offers a number of student services designed to promote student success: Current Students -- http://www.deanza.edu/students/
Student Services -- http://www.deanza.edu/studentservices/
Academic Support and Student Success -- http://www.deanza.edu/academicsupport/
Student Success Center -- http://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/ 

Grade Weights

Writing assignments and quizzes (25%)

Community Service Learning project (25%)

Midterm (25%)

Final (25%)
Letter Grades
A = 90-100% (Excellent)
A+ = 98-100
A = 93-97
A- = 90-92
B = 80-89% (Good)
B+ = 87-89
B = 83-86
B- = 80-82                                                                             

C = 70-79% (Satisfactory)
C+ = 77-79
C = 70-76
D = 60-69% (Passing, less than satisfactory)
D+ = 67-69
D = 63-66
D- = 60-62
F = 0-59% (Failing)

Course Schedule (changes will be announced in class and posted on the course website)
	Date
	Topics
	Assigned Reading

	Week 1: 
1/9-12

	Introductions

Foundations
	Syllabus 

Chapter 1, 1-18

	Week 2: 
1/17-19

	Constitution
No class on Monday (1/16), Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

	Chapter 2, 19-43


	Week 3: 
1/23-26

	Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Federalist Papers, Nos. 10, 51
	Appendices A, B, C, 359-383

	Week 4: 
1/30-2/2

	Federalism

	Chapter 3, 44-64

	Week 5: 
2/6-9

	Civil Liberties

	Chapter 4, 65-90

	Week 6: 
2/13-16

	Civil Rights
Midterm exam
	Chapter 5, 91-115

	Week 7: 
2/21-23

	Public Opinion, Political Socialization, Media
No class on Monday (2/20), George Washington’s Birthday

	Chapter 6, 116-141

	Week 8: 
2/27-3/1

	Interest Groups, Political Parties
	Chapter 7, 142-172

	Week 9:
3/5-8
 
	Campaigns, Elections, and Voting

	Chapter 8, 173-199

	Week 10:
3/12-15
 
	Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy, Judiciary

	Chapters 9-12, 200-300

	Week 11:
3/19-22

 
	Domestic Policy
Foreign Policy
	Chapter 13, 301-329
Chapter 14, 330-358

	Week 12:
3/26, 28

	Final: Wednesday (3/28), 9:15-11:15am

	Chapters 6-8, 13-14


1

