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Racism still exists in America

(Proposition of Fact)

Introduction: How many of you believe that racism still exists in America today? If so, do you believe that racism occurs in school? Does it occur in the work place? How about in our everyday lives?

(Visual Aid) Show power point pictures of racism in school, the work place and everyday life.

(Credibility Statement) I think that racism is still very alive in America today because I have experienced it first hand. (Pathos) Show a youtube clip from Smart Guy episode about a store manager portraying a form of racism)

As a black male in America I have experienced racism in the many forms that it comes in. In school setting for example racism is present even though the people on the outside don’t realize it. In a class I was racially profiled as an illiterate black youth. The teacher would always put me in a group of classmates who got bad grades and were troublemakers. The teacher would never call on me when I had an answer but then decided to call on me when she knew I was having trouble understanding the material just to make the point that I was not smart, which was not the case at all. She would be shocked that I would sit in the front of the class to participate and be a leader in the classroom. (Preview) I hope to persuade you today that racism is still very alive in America, and that it comes in many different forms. (Proposition of Fact) Once you hear my speech, I hope that you will open your eyes and realize the wrong that is taking place in America in the name of safety—and to take steps to cease the madness. (Counterargument) Many people believe that since Obama became the President of the United States, that racism will finally die down and everyone will see each other as equals, I ask you today if these examples I am about to share with you won’t change your position on this issue. 

(Refutation/Organizational Pattern)

I. Some say that racial profiling is a great way to protect America and solve crimes, but I totally disagree with this statement.

A. It alienates individuals and groups of people who may feel shame, frustration, and anger when they are targeted repeatedly.

B. Racial profiling blinds Law enforcement when they focus on people who belong to a certain race, or religion, while other threats are being ignored.

C. Profiling violates our civil rights; the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution forbids unreasonable searches.

D. (Source) According to Sally Driscoll in her article “Counterpoint: The Truth about Racial Profiling,” she states that, “several studies have determined that African Americans and Latinos do not use or sell drugs more than whites; they are simple caught more often because they are pulled over more often.”

II. Based on the class survey, some of you believe that racism has no longer been an issue since Obama became the President of the United States. I disagree. Just because we now have a black president in office does not mean that racism is or will be no longer a threat. I don’t think that there is no possible way to completely stop racism from occurring in the United States.

(Counterargument)

A. Racist remarks and comments have been made about our own President.

1. (Source) The mayor of Los Alamitos, Dean Grose, sent out an e-mail that has the White House lawn planted with watermelons, under the title “No Easter egg hunt this year.

2. A news article by cartoonist Sean Delonas shows a dead chimp and two police officers, one with a smoking gun with the caption, “They’ll have to find someone else to write the next stimulus bill.”

B. People are still being discriminated against in America just because of the color of their skin.

1. Oscar Grant was shot in the back while laying facedown in the Bart train station by Oakland Police.

2. (Source) A college student found a racial slur “dumb nigger” on his receipt after a trip to the mall over the weekend.

Conclusion: I hope that you are all aware of the misfortunes that are still occurring in America. Even with our new president, racism is still very alive and often in the form of racial profiling (summary). There are very few who are strong enough and have the courage to stand up against racism. I encourage you all to stand up and speak out on the acts of racism that you see in your everyday lives (call to action). These actions will change the lives of many and can make a huge difference in the stop towards racism if we all stand together. 
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