O.C.

Informative Speech outline

Stasio 10:30

Attention Getter: Play a clip of Santana’s Black Magic Woman.

Introduction: The first time I heard this song I was mesmerized by the unique sound that was coming out of the guitar. The man behind the guitar is of course the one and only Carlos Santana. Carlos Santana is the story of a young musician who became a world-wide living legend. Let’s take a moment to find out where he came from, how he rose to stardom, and how he helped other artists by doing collaborations with them.

I. Santana was born to be a musician.

A. Santana was born in Mexico July 20, l949 and grew up performing with his father’s band on the streets of Tijuana.

B. In the early sixties, Santana and his family relocated to San Francisco.

C. He switched from violin to guitar after hearing blues and rock and roll on the radio

II. Santana rose to stardom and never let go of it.

A. According to Simon Leng in “Soul Sacrifice: The Story of Santana”, as the Santana Blues Band, he took stage in front of 400,000 people at Woodstock as a surprise hit. 

B. In 1970, the group released the singles “Black Magic Woman” and “Oye Como Va”

C. By 1990, Santana had it all: underground creditability, mainstream popularity, and a unique sound based on Latin, rock, and Jazz influences. 

D. You would figure that Santana had reached his peak and would be forgotten like many musicians are.

1. According to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame website, with his album Supernatural in 1999, he sold 21 million copies worldwide and launched two #1 hits in “Smooth” and “Maria, Maria”.  (www.rockhall.com)
2. At the 42nd Annual Grammy Awards, Santana won Grammys in nine categories including Album of the Year and Best Rock performance by a duo or group of vocals.

III. Santana lifts other artists to fame along with him by doing collaborations.

A. Some of the artists Santana helped include Rob Thomas with “Smooth”, Eric Clapton with “The Calling”, and Shakira with “Illegal”.

B. He also in my opinion made a band that plays Latin rock known as Mana.

Conclusion: Now that you know where Santana came from, how he rose to stardom, and how he helped other artists by doing collaborations with them, I leave you with a solo from the song “Corazon Espinado” by Mana featuring Carlos Santana. 
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