Speech 1 Stasio

Informative Speech Assignment

Points Possible: 50






4-6 minutes
Purpose of Assignment:

There are many different kinds of informative speeches, all with the primary purpose of ensuring the audience’s clear understanding of the ideas presented.  In this assignment we will emphasize the relevance of your topic to your audience and ensure their full understanding by use of vivid examples, clear explanations, appropriate content development, and an engaging delivery style. Consider what you can do to make your presentation original, personal, creative, vivid, engaging, interesting, and dynamic.  It is tremendously important that you have read assigned chapters so you can apply the principles of informative speaking studied in the text and discussed in class.

Requirements:

· Select a person or topic of interest to you and your audience. Consider a topic that will inform your audience about an important social, cultural, environmental, or historically significant interest (e.g. someone who has greatly influenced you, something about your culture, a legend, ritual, historical event, or a socially or environmentally significant topic).  Be sure to narrow your topic so you are able to develop vivid details and descriptions.

· Your presentation should have three parts—an introduction, body and conclusion. Introduce your topic beginning with an effective attention getter followed by a personal statement, clear thesis statement and preview of your main points, For the body of your speech use two-four main points supported by vivid details, explanations, stories, and examples. Conclude with a cue, summary, and memorable close.

· Personalize your presentation by giving personal anecdotes and/or telling us why the topic is important to you and your audience. If speaking about a person, why do you respect this person and how has this person influenced your life and/or your values.

· Use at least one visual aid or audio aid to illustrate, emphasize, or clarify your message.

· A minimum of two credible sources should be used and verbally identified during your presentation. Any sources that you use must be verbally identified. 

· After you have outlined your speech, reduce your ideas to brief notes using 4-5 note cards. Do not write your whole speech out on note cards. I may check your note cards as time permits.

· Your presentation should be 4-6 minutes in length. Narrow your topic and main points to fit the time limits. Practice and time your speech to assure you are within the time limits.  

· Practice your speech several times prior to your scheduled presentation. If possible, get together with your team to practice. Emphasis in grading will be placed on your ability to connect with your audience by your projection, vocal dynamics, eye contact, creativity and extemporaneous delivery style. Do not read your speech to us.

· See evaluation form for a full list of grading criteria.

Outline Requirements: (10 pts)
· Type out your outline.
· Hand your outline to me right before you present your speech.
· Follow the model outline in sample and in text for full credit.
· List at least two references in Works Cited section. Show how you will use your sources in your outline.
· Attach one key library electronic source. 

Have fun, and on the day you present remember to bring—

     outline         note cards         video tape         visual aids         evaluation form

Criteria for Evaluation:

Delivery (25)

______Delivery is confident, dynamic, enthusiastic.

______Delivery is extemporaneous/engaged with audience. 

______Delivery is practiced and polished.

______Use appropriate gestures and body movement.

______Effectively use note cards/do not read to audience.

______Extend eye contact throughout the audience.

______Use an appropriate visual aid effectively.

______Honor time limits.

Organization (10)

______Material structured in a logical sequence.

______Introduction includes a clearly stated thesis statement, personal statement, and

           preview of your main points.

______Main points stand out. Clear transitions from point to point. 

______Conclusion is appropriately developed with a cue, summary, audience message, 

and memorable close.

Development (15)

______Topic selection meets assignment requirements.

______Introduction effectively developed with a vivid attention getter, audience 

messages, and personal message.

______Thoughtfully and vividly develop the body of your speech with interesting details 

    
including stories, statistics, examples, and testimony.

______Personalize speech and use attention/interest devices effectively.

______Verbally cite at least two credible sources. Use a variety of sources.

______Conclusion effectively developed.

