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for Writers of Research Papers. 5th Edition. New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 1999. 204-08.
5.1. PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION AND THE LIST OF WORKS CITED

The list of works cited at the end of your research paper plays an important role in your acknowledgment of sources…but the list does not in itself provide sufficiently detailed and precise documentation. You must indicate to your readers not only what works you used in writing the paper but also exactly what you derived from each source and exactly where in the work you found the material. The most practical way to supply this information is to insert a brief parenthetical acknowledgment in your paper wherever you incorporate another's words, facts, or ideas. Usually the author's last name and a page reference are enough to identify the source and the specific location from which you borrowed material. 

Medieval Europe was a place both of "raids, pillages, slavery, and extortion" and of "traveling merchants, monetary exchange, towns if not cities, and active markets in grain" (Townsend 10). 

The parenthetical reference "(Townsend 10)" indicates that the quotations come from page 10 of a work by Townsend. Given the author's last name, your readers can find complete publication information for the source in the alphabetically arranged list of works cited that follows the text of your paper. 

Townsend, Robert M. The Medieval Village Economy. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1993. 

………

5.2. INFORMATION REQUIRED IN PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION 

In determining the information needed to document sources accurately, keep the following guidelines in mind. References in the text must clearly point to specific sources in the list of works cited. The information in your parenthetical references in the text must match the corresponding information in the entries in your list of works cited. For a typical works-cited-list entry, which begins with the name of the author (or editor, translator, or narrator), the parenthetical reference begins with the same name. When the list contains only one work by the author cited, you need give only the author's last name to identify the work: "(Patterson 183-85)." If your list contains more than one author with the same last name, you must add the first initial--"(A. Patterson 183-85)" and "(L. Patterson 230)"--or, if the initial is shared too, the full first name. If two or three names begin the entry, give the last name of each person listed: "(Rabkin, Greenberg, and Olander vii)." If the work has more than three authors, follow the form in the bibliographic entry: either give the first author's last name followed by et al., without any intervening punctuation--"(Lauter et al. 2425-33)"--or give all the last names. If there is a corporate author, use its name, shortened or in full….If the work is listed by title [i.e. there is no author], use the title, shortened or in full….If the list contains more than one work by the author, add the cited title, shortened or in full, after the author's last name…
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Identify the location of the borrowed information as specifically as possible. For a printed source, give the relevant page number or numbers in the parenthetical reference…or, if you cite from more than one volume of a multivolume work, the volume and page numbers….In a reference to a literary work or to the Bible, it is helpful to give information other than, or in addition to, the page number—for example, the chapter, book, or stanza number or the numbers of the act, scene, and line….You may omit page numbers when citing complete works…as well as articles in works arranged alphabetically (like encyclopedias). A page reference is similarly unnecessary if, for example, you use a passage from a one-page work. Of course, nonprint sources such as films, television programs, recordings, and performances and electronic sources with no pagination or other type of reference markers cannot be cited by page number. Such works are usually cited in their entirety…and often by title….

5.3. READABILITY 

Keep parenthetical references as brief--and as few--as clarity and accuracy permit. Give only the information needed to identify a source, and do not add a parenthetical reference unnecessarily. Identify sources by author and, if necessary, title; do not use abbreviations such as ed., trans., and comp. after the name. If you are citing an entire work, for example, rather than a specific part of it, the author's name in the text may be the only documentation required. The statement "Booth has devoted an entire book to the subject" needs no parenthetical documentation if the list of works cited includes only one work by Booth. If, for the reader's convenience, you wished to name the book in your text, you could recast the sentence: "Booth has devoted an entire book, The Rhetoric of Fiction, to the subject." Remember that there is a direct relation between what you integrate into your text and what you place in parentheses. If, for example, you include an author's name in a sentence, you need not repeat the name in the parenthetical page citation that follows, provided that the reference is clearly to the work of the author you mention. The paired sentences below illustrate alternative ways of identifying authors. Note that sometimes one version is more concise than the other. 

AUTHOR'S NAME IN TEXT 

Tannen has argued this point (178-85). 

AUTHOR'S NAME IN REFERENCE 

This point has already been argued (Tannen 178-85). 

AUTHORS' NAMES IN TEXT 

Others, like Jakobson and Waugh (210-15), hold the opposite point of view. 

AUTHORS' NAMES IN REFERENCE 

Others hold the opposite point of view (e.g., Jakobson and Waugh 210-15). 

AUTHOR'S NAME IN TEXT 

Only Daiches has seen this relation (2: 776-77).
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AUTHOR'S NAME IN REFERENCE 

Only one scholar has seen this relation (Batches 2: 776-77). 

AUTHOR'S NAME IN TEXT 

It may be true, as Robertson maintains, that "in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary importance [. . .]" (136). 

AUTHOR'S NAME IN REFERENCE 

It may be true that "in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary importance [. . .]" (Robertson 136). 

To avoid interrupting the flow of your writing, place the parenthetical reference where a pause would naturally occur (preferably at the end of a sentence), as near as possible to the material documented. The parenthetical reference precedes the punctuation mark that concludes the sentence, clause, or phrase containing the borrowed material. 

In his Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin states that he prepared a list of thirteen virtues (135-37). 

A reference directly after a quotation follows the closing quotation mark. 

In the late Renaissance, Machiavelli contended that human beings were by nature "ungrateful" and "mutable" (1240), and Montaigne thought them "miserable and puny" (1343). 

If the quotation, whether of poetry or prose, is set off from the text…type a space after the concluding punctuation mark of the quotation and insert the parenthetical reference. 

John K. Mahon adds a further insight to our understanding of the War of 1812: 

Financing the war was very difficult at the time. Baring Brothers, a banking firm of the enemy country, handled routine accounts for the United States overseas, but the firm would take on no loans. The loans were in the end absorbed by wealthy Americans at great hazard—also, as it turned out, at great profit to them. (385) 

Elizabeth Bishop's [poem] "In the Waiting Room" is rich in evocative detail: 

It was winter. It got dark 

early. The waiting room 

was full of grown-up people, 

arctics and overcoats, 

lamps and magazines. (6-10) 

….If you need to document several sources for a statement, you may cite them in a [foot]note to avoid unduly disrupting the text….If you quote more than once from the same page within a single paragraph--and no quotation from another source intervenes--you may give a single parenthetical reference after the last quotation.

