EWRT 1A: Citing Sources/Using Quotations
Proper citation of all secondary materials used in your essay is crucial to avoid plagiarism and give credit where credit is due.  Even if you are just "borrowing" an idea, you must indicate the original source from which you borrowed it (yes, including web pages).  While we will get into the finer points of bibliographies and what not in subsequent assignments, the following should provide some useful guidelines:

1) Whenever possible, indicate the author of your source, even when paraphrasing an author's ideas in your own words.  The easiest way is to simply integrate the author's name and/or title into the text of your sentence.

example: In The Communist Manifesto, Marx claims that the need for a "state apparatus" will eventually wither away as the workers achieve their goal of equalizing society.

2) When using the language of the original, you must enclose them in quotation marks (even if you limit your reference to small phrases and organize them differently).  When possible, integrate the quoted material into your own sentence.

example: According to John Taylor, adherents of political correctness share the belief that "Western culture and American society are thoroughly and hopelessly racist, sexist, oppressive."

3) When the quote doesn't fit neatly into your own words, separate it with either a colon or a comma, being sure that this results in a grammatically correct sentence, properly punctuated.

example:  Rosa Ehrenriech, however, views the issue from a different perspective:  "In my four years at Harvard, I found few signs of a new fascism of the left."

4) If you use only part of a sentence, use ellipsis (three dots) to show that you have omitted something (ellipsis is not necessary at the beginning of a quote).

Original text:  "The current critique--encompassing everything from multicultural curricula to date rape, from affirmative action to gay dances--is an assault on diversity itself."

example:   Indeed, as Richard Goldstein notes, "the current critique...is an assault on diversity itself."

5) Sometimes it is necessary to “interpolate” some words of your own into a quotation, to clarify a reference, or make a quote fit into your sentence grammatically (which it always should).

Original quote:   "And I have a suspicion that he is pulling his punches, lest he be accused of exaggeration."

example: Genovese himself "[has] a suspicion that [D'Souza] is pulling his punches, lest he be accused of exaggeration."

The brackets indicate what you have changed or added to the text.

6) When quoting a quote (such as a passage with dialogue), use single quotes around the material quoted by your source, and double quotes around the entire excerpt:

example: But Janie is quick to defend Teacake's intentions, insisting that " 'He ain't never ast de first penny from [her] yet,' "  and telling Phoebe that they " 'done made up our mind tuh marry.' "
7) Set off longer quotations (more than 3 or 4 lines in your essay) as a "block" of text.

Example: Nancy Wride reports that the "1.5 Generation" students experience a more severe cultural displacement than many other immigrant groups:

Born in a country where parental authority goes unquestioned, this in-between generation is growing up in a freedom-loving society whose aggressive anthem often is "Just Do It."  They are "really torn between two worlds," said a counselor at Westminster High School, home to the nation's largest Vietnamese student population.

Quotations are not needed around the block.  Simply double space afterwards.

