EWRT 200.05 Fall 2006

Assignment Sequence #2: “Mr. Green” Essay

Due dates:
· Working Draft 1 (min. 250 words): Thurs—Nov 16

· Working Draft 2 (min. 500 words): Tues—Nov 21



· Final Due by e-mail attachment:  Noon, Sat—Nov 25

· Portfolio Version (700—1,000 words): Individual conference during Finals Week
The assignment: Write an essay based on your analysis of “Mr. Green,” in which you evaluate the story’s treatment of one specific type of conflict and/or connection between generations in light of your own life experiences.
 Assignment checklist:

__1) Your essay should include an introductory paragraph that lets your reader know what your essay is going to be about. Be sure to include the author and title of the story somewhere in the first paragraph. The first paragraph should provide your answer to the questions posed below. (This will be your thesis.)
· What insight into human nature or social conditions does the story provide regarding one particular type of conflict and/or connection among the generations (e.g., either a familial, or a political, or a religious, or a gender-based, or ethnicity-based conflict and/or connection)? How true or useful do you believe this insight to be? Why?
__2) The middle paragraphs should each make one main point that helps your reader better understand your thesis. Each paragraph should develop its main point through providing information about and an explanation of the main point (especially how the main point relates to your overall thesis).
__3) At least one of your paragraphs should include a discussion of how the author uses at least one of the elements of fiction (plot, character, setting, point of view, style, tone, language, patterns, symbols, imagery, allusion) to create and develop the generational conflict and/or connection. Note: You should use the author's LAST name when discussing him, and use the present tense when describing what happens in the story.
__4) Your final paragraph should round off the paper, rather than merely restating what is now obvious. This is your chance to leave your reader with a memorable “take-home” message about a particular generational conflict and/or connection in the story as it relates to your own life, and to the lives of your readers.
__5) You should use at least one direct quotation and at least one paraphrase. Indicate the line numbers in parentheses at the end of the quotation or paraphrase.
__6) Assume that your audience is an intelligent 12-year-old who has not read the story.

__7) Your essay should have the standard heading, 1” margins on each side, and be double-spaced throughout.

__8) You should strive to write an effective title that illuminates the main point of your essay. 

