Essay #1:  Reverberations from Literature into Your Life  

Select a significant moment from one of the texts in unit #1 that helps you understand something about your own life.  Often, the messages writers share with us are brought to life in such moments, and we’ll be discussing many of these in class, especially ones you are drawn to.  These important moments in our texts could be: tension between two characters, the values or aspirations held by someone, compassion shown from one character to another, certain family dynamics, a risk taken, and I’m sure you’ll find many more.  Writers present these human experiences that speak to us, and you’ll have the chance to work with one you connect to. 

You will also need to find a direct quotation from your chosen text that helps to further show what this moment means.

Then, your challenge will be to figure out what this moment in the reading helps you understand about your own life.  Your own life experience or observations might be very similar or very different from the situation in the reading (or a combination of the two); either way you can explain what the moment in the reading helps you understand.  This will become a bridge statement or thesis—the connection between your experience and that of the text.

Paper Requirements in More Detail:
1)  The first section of your paper will need to include context on the text you will focus on.  In other words, give a BRIEF summary, in your own words, of the reading you’ve selected.  Then, describe the moment in the essay or story you have selected from our reading.  

The strange rule for talking about a book or essay is that you are always supposed to use present tense verbs.  (Example: Dorianne Laux’s Poem, “Books,” captures the painful and hopeful memories of a recent high school graduate.)

Then, select a quotation from the reading that will help illustrate the moment you are discussing.  (This quotation needs to be in the first or second paragraph of your paper and not more that THREE lines.)

2) Next, concisely state what this moment in the reading helps you understand about your own life.  Again, this transition sentence is essentially the thesis of the essay.

3)  After that, write a detailed picture, your own story of an event or moment from your life, to help your readers see what you have experienced.

Your story might easily take three or four paragraphs.  Use chronological order and mostly past tense verbs to tell your story.  Remember to include sensory details (touch, smell, taste, sight, sound).  Pay close attention to how professional writers do this. 

You may continue to refer to the reading by quoting or giving examples from it if you like.  You may also use direct quotes from other readings that connect to the one you’ve chosen, but don’t let these take over your story but rather enhance it. 

The main goal here is to think in depth about an event in your life, what exactly happened to you, and other perhaps, during this event.

4)  Finally, explain as fully as possible what the reading has helped you understand about your own experience or observations. How did looking closely at one of our texts change your thinking?  What did you learn from your experience by analyzing it?  Fully explain what the reading helps you understand about your own life, and now that you've given it more thought and written about it, what your own experience helps you better understand about the reading.  Do you have a different understanding of people, their behavior, how the world—or parts of it—functions?

LENGTH:  2 ½ to 4 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font (can be double-sided to save paper)

Underline at least THREE adjective clauses.

READINGS:  “The Joy of Reading and Writing; Superman and Me” Sherman Alexie, “Books” Dorianne Laux, “Snow,” Julia Alvarez, “Mrs. Turner’s Lawn Jockeys” Emily Rabotaeu, “Raymond’s Run” Toni Cade Bambara, “Only Daughter” Sandra Cisneros, “Trash” Andrew Lam

ROUGH DRAFT (2 copies, typed, at least 2 pages) DUE:  _______________________

FINAL DRAFT (with peer response sheet stapled to it) DUE: _____________________

Essay #3:  To Consume or Not To Consume:

“Because the task of the messages [in advertising] is to change behavior, and the easiest, least resisted change in behaviors is in the direction of ideals, the images should usually be idealized depictions” (213).  – Jib Fowles, “The Surface of the Advertisement: Composed and Consumed”

We live in a consumer culture where we have access to a wide range of goods and services such as food, clothing, household amenities, music, technological devices and so on.  We can buy—whether we can afford it or not—almost anything we want anytime.  Ted Lardner from Exchanges reminds us that “Even with the stratification of wealth in our society, the least well-off among us have access to a higher standard of living, to more goods and services, than comparable groups in other societies.”


With this said, what is it then, that drives us to buy?  Are we being manipulated by savvy marketers?  Or are we outsmarting them and buying what we really “need”?  If we are being manipulated by the pervasive and powerful media, how is this happening?  And is this a healthy situation to be in as a consumer?  Thus, for this essay we will have the opportunity to look at why we consume, the messages being sent to us through print ads, TV commercials, TV personalities, music and music videos, movies, sit coms, and the effects of such behavior. 

Essay Requirements:

· An introduction that provides context on our topic, one that eases the reader into your essay

· A thesis statement or controlling idea that takes a stand on 

· Clear and provocative topic sentences that develop your thesis

· Plenty of support from our text, your observations from media forms (at least three that include the explicit and the implicit),  a personal consumer journal?, and so on

· Some analysis of your support

· A conclusion that offers some ideas about what can be done about the situation

· Strong sentences that are both grammatically correct and sopisticated

Readings: 

“The Advertised Life”

“Kids and Advertising”

“Keeping Up With the Gateses?”  Did I include this?

“The Surface of the Advertisement: Composed and Consumed”

Essay #4— Same-Sex Marriage

In-class Essay on __________________

By now, you have read and thought about how your views of gender, family conflict resolution, and consumerism have been shaped by personal experiences, popular culture/media, and implicit/explicit messages you receive from many aspects of everyday culture of work, school, and personal life.

In this unit and final essay, you are going to explore two sides of an issue and analyze the kind of language, images, and ideas each side uses to make its persuasive point.  YOU WILL BE WRITING THIS ESSAY AS AN IN-CLASS ESSAY.  You will explore the LANGUAGE from both sides of the legalization of same-sex marriages.  For the sake of framing two sides, we will use George Lakoff’s analysis of how social issues are presented from “conservative” versus “liberal” perspectives.  

After reading the interview with Lakoff, and the chapter by Lakoff and others, you will read and analyze the language from both supportive (liberal) and oppositional (conservative) points of view on the issue of legalizing same-sex marriage.  How are pros and cons presented—the language being used?  

You are NOT stating whether you agree or disagree with the legalization of same-sex marriages.  You are, instead, focusing on INTEPRETING and ANALYZING the language, images, and ideas that the supportive and oppositional sides use to make their appeal.  

REQUIREMENTS:

1) Your introduction should provide context on the topic (perhaps from Lakoff).

2) Your THESIS should clearly state what kinds of language, images, and ideas are used by these points of view.  You are CONTRASTING and COMPARING the two sides and determining whether Lakoff’s analysis of conservative vs. liberal language/images APPLIES to your two sides.

3) Your topic sentences should focus on different elements of each side be it the language, images, and/or, ideas.

4) Your support should come from readings we have or others you’ve found.

5) Your analysis should include your interpretations of what Lakoff and others have said

6) Your conclusion should discuss what you’ve learned or observed about the rhetoric of each camp and what you have learned about your own world view, how you look at controversial issue.

Reflections on Edgewater Angels:

Then those strangesounding words came back to me: “How wonderful you’ve become; like angels.”  As if he’d understood a thing about us that we didn’t know ourselves; as if his whole last purpose in life had been to tell us just those words (292).










--Sunny Toomer

Our next reading assignment requires that you look closely at our novel.  You will choose at least THREE of the elements of fiction to focus on and each will need at least a paragraph in your paper.  You will also want to apply all that you know about—introductions, thesis statements, organization, topic sentences, development, analysis, direct quotations, sentence structure.  


The introduction will need to provide a brief summary of the novel plus context on your topic.  The thesis will take a stance on the novel in light of the elements you have chosen to address.  The body paragraphs will address different elements of fiction and use direct quotes and paraphrasing from the novel.  You can use personal experience and other outside sources, but this isn’t a research paper.  Make sure your “P” follow the criteria we’ve covered and that the body paragraphs have the elements of P. I. E.  (I would probably focus on ONE setting or character or theme per body paragraph unless you have items that go together.)

Your Options:
· SETTING(S)—Give details of the main settings in the story, the places where and the times when your story takes place.  Then, discuss their significance.  How did they enhance or detract from the novel?  What’s the importance of place and time 

for this novel?  (San Pedro, the harbor, Sunny’s home)

· CHARACTERS—Discuss a character(s) in the story and the details that help distinguish one from another.  Present characteristics such as physical features, personality traits, and so on. Then, discuss their significance.  Why did the author include them?  What can we learn from them?  Come up with your point about a character and then thoroughly support that.

· CONFLICTS—Write about a main conflict in the story.  Discuss the problems or issues of the story and explain the type of conflict (i.e. conflicts with others, society, nature, the unknown, self ).  Use plenty of support from the text.  Then, discuss its significance or purpose in the novel.  What do it teach us?

· SYMBOLS—Present your ideas on an important symbol of the story—both its literal and figurative meanings.  Discuss instances when this symbol arises in the story and then include what its implicit meaning is (the shark, necklace, library, books, the fingernail).  Discuss its significance.  How did it enhance or detract from the novel?

· THEMES—Discuss a theme, the main idea(s) in a work of art, that’s present in the novel, i.e. violence, friendship/community, fatherhood, motherhood, and so on.  What is the author conveying to us?  What textual evidence can you find on a certain theme that comes up in the book?   Then, discuss its significance.  How did it enhance or detract from the novel?
· CRITICISM—Everyone needs to pick this one!  It’s functioning like a conclusion.  Discuss your overall impressions of the novel.  Was the story an important one?  Did it hold your interest?  Explain why or why not.  Were the character memorable to you?   Why or why not?  What’s your take on the author’s style?  What have we learned from the conflicts, themes, symbols?  What stood out the most to you?  What are your final thoughts/analysis considering what you have presented?

***100 points, length: at least 3 ½ pages
rough draft due:  ___________________ (Bring the draft at least 2 ½ pgs, typed, 2 copies)

final draft due: _______________________

