ACTIVE READING:  ANNOTATING  A TEXT

In order to read effectively, you need to develop a strategy that will work for you.  Annotating a reading passage--writing notes on the pages of the reading selection itself--is one strategy you can use to become actively involved with what you are reading.

Although annotating may seem to take more time, it will benefit you in several ways:

•  If you have to return to a text (when studying for an exam or writing a paper), you won't have to reread the entire piece.  Notes written within the text and in the margins can remind you of important ideas.

•  When you write notes about reading selections, you develop active rather than passive reading strategies.  In general, when you are involved with what you read, you will better understand, remember, and engage with texts.  Isn't this what we want?

Even though each reader has a preferred method of annotating text, the following suggestions provide some guidelines for marking a passage or annotating a text.  This strategy should not only be helpful for this class, but for other classes, especially those which require a lot reading.

1.  Write notes in the margin or at the top or bottom of the page, for example, key summary words or phrases.

2.  Circle or underline key words or phrases or ones you need to come back to.

3.  Use stars or asterisks in the margins to emphasize the most important ideas.

4.  Pose questions in the margins to express your difference of opinion about the author's message, or put a question mark next to anything you don't understand (what teachers mean when they ask: "Are there any questions about the readings?").

5.  Use a personal symbol (! or Yes!) next to anything that seems on target to you.

6.  Write notes on Post-It notes and use them to mark important pages of a text.  This is great for library books or those you don't want t o write in.

