EWRT 1B

Instructor Roberts


Presentation Assignment: Slang or Visual Translation

Due: when the text you have chosen appears in the reading schedule. 

**Missed presentations can’t be made up.
This assignment asks you to work with 1-2 partners to write and present your own translation of a difficult and/or historically distant text. 

· You and your partners will sign up for one of the texts below.

· Partners must work on the text together in the writing center, using the tutor as a resource to check their understanding of the reading.  Get the tutor to sign this assignment at the bottom.

You have two options for your translation: a visual translation or a slang translation

1. For the slang translation, write a sentence-by-sentence translation the section you are assigned in reading, using as much non-academic language as possible (but don’t use language that will offend a lot of people in the class).  Make it fun!  Put in your own modern examples instead of the writer’s ancient moldy ones.

2. For the visual translation option, create a story-board with illustrations (drawings, cartoons, cut-outs, whatever) that explain the logic or narrative of the section you are covering.

3. Partners will take turns reading.   First let us hear some of the original passage so we get a flavor for it, then read all of your new version to the class. 

4. End by boiling down the overall point of the passage you translated into one statement.

Time Length: 10-12 minutes

(Turn in: Typed translation (one copy) or story board and this assignment sheet (one for each person), signed by a tutor here:

Grading: 35 points

15 points:   Clear and engaging oral presentation shared equally by all partners

15 points:   Typed/drawn translation accurately and creatively represents the passage

5 points:     Partners consulted a WRC tutor well in advance of the presentation date 

A list of text sections is on the reverse.  Circle the one you chose and get the phone number of your partner.
(
Choose one of these texts.  The people who sign up next to you are your partners.

Machiavelli presentations will be on 7/18 and Thoreau will be 7/19

	Machiavelli “The Prince’s Duty Concerning Military Matters”
	
	
	

	Machiavelli “Those Things . . . Are Praised or Blamed”
	
	
	

	Machiavelli “Generosity and Miserliness”
	
	
	

	Machiavelli “Cruelty and Mercy” 
	
	
	

	Machiavelli “How a Prince Should Keep his Word”
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 1-7 (not the intro)
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 8-11
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 12-15
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 16-21
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 22-24
	
	
	

	Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” paragraphs 25-31
	
	
	





Name: __________________ worked on this assignment with his or her partner and a tutor in the Writing Center.  





Tutor signature: __________________________  Date: ____________________











