EWRT 1B

Instructor Becky Roberts


Research Essay Assignment

Due Dates:

_____  Research Topic Proposal: Issue or problem with author/title of 6 sources (typed

 
 or legible ink)
_____  Credibility Reports and notes for two sources (8 note cards or 3 long pages)

_____
 Research Essay Rough Draft and Outline for workshop

_____  Research Essay Final Draft with Rough, Workshop and Outline. 

 (Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope for comments)

Topic: Expand essay 2 or 3 using one of the approaches listed below

1. Starting with Essay 2, expand your discussion as a literary research paper that  includes another of the writer’s stories on a related topic, and one or more articles by literature or film critics and/or historical articles. This approach starts with a narrow topic, two short stories which you will work to open up and put into a rich context.

· Focus on a philosophical or psychological problem (such as the emotional causes of racism) that this writer presents in his work

· Respond to at least one literary critic’s comments on these stories

· Expand the discussion to include the writer’s life and/or historical context

· Answer this question: what does the writer’s work reveal about the nature of this problem, its causes and consequences?

OR

2. Starting with Essay 3, expand your discussion as a social problem research paper with additional related sources by critics, historians and/or sociologists. This approach starts with a large topic (a social problem such as drug-lords in Brazil), which you will work to focus and narrow down. 

· Focus on a real social problem that the film or story presents 

· Keep the paper limited to a specific period of history and region of the world

· Put the issue in a historical and social context and propose the most workable solution that research and reason can provide
Requirements:

· 5-7 pages, typed, double spaced with an additional “works cited” page in MLA format

· In-line MLA citations (no footnotes or endnotes unless you need extended parenthetical commentary of your own)

· Minimum 5 sources.  ONLY 2 can be from websites, but remember that database collections are not websites.  Feel free to use as many of the course readings as fit your topic and help you make your point.

· Your sources must all be signed articles or books—no anonymous web pages, Sparknotes or Wikipedia.

· Only one source can be the author’s biography (for approach #2)

· All sources that appear in the “works cited” must actually be referenced in the body of the paper.  In other words, it doesn’t count as a source if you never bring it up in the essay.

Organization:

· Cover these functions in one to three paragraphs each, depending on your topic

· Introduction and thesis.

· Give background on the problem or issue you will cover.

· Explore one or two solutions that other people tried but did not fully solve the problem (or interpretations that don’t fully explain the issue in the stories), or that have been suggested in articles you researched.

· Explain your solution and why it would help (or your interpretation and why it better explains the text) better than those already presented.

· Test your solution in possible scenarios (or show how the story’s interpretation of this issue fits or contradicts the writer’s place in society and historical period)

· Reply to anticipated criticism of your arguments (address your opposition in order to strengthen your position)

· Conclusion

Tips:

· If there are compelling reasons to do so, you can change the order of these topics in your essay, but do not skip any. 

· I suggest section titles to help organize the essay and orient the reader
· “Sandwich” quotes, facts and ideas from sources by starting with a lead-in sentence that identifies who will speak in the quote and following the quote or borrowed idea with commentary and explanation. 

· Titles of books are now italicized instead of underlined.  
We are moving through this pretty quickly, so PLEASE contact me if you get stuck or find nothing on your topic.

robertsbecky@fhda.edu
