ELIT 48B: American Literature 1865-1914

Instructor Becky Roberts

Presentation Assignment

This is a 20-25 minute presentation. You have three format choices for your presentation: 

Explore the Historical Context 

Dramatize the Debate

Teachers for the Day

Your group must choose one format and assign roles as outlined below.  Part of your grade is a required meeting with me during office hours the week before your presentation. 

Presentations are 75 points, evaluated individually, except for first grade, which is shared: 

	5
	Everyone contributing and prepared

	5
	Consultation with instructor prior to presentation 

	10
	Flow, eye contact and vigor; not reading word for word

	10
	Well-chosen scholarly article and strong understanding of it

	10
	Logical, useful points and arguments

	10
	Details from the story or article

	20
	Clear, substantial typed notes, and Xeroxed article (not accepted late)

	5 
	Visual element (or costume) clearly relates to the text or issue


This week, decide which format you will use and who will do each of the tasks involved.   Fill this out for reference:

We are working on this topic (write in): _______________________________

Our presentation date is: ___________ We have chosen the format: _________________

My job is: 



Option 1: Explore the Historical Context

Choose an issue or literary movement in American literature between 1865 and 1914 that is relevant to the text we will discuss for that week.   For example, if your text is Huckleberry Finn on week 3, you can present on the overall landscape of slavery (the time of the novel) and race relations when Twain published the book. 

You can start with the information in the introductory sections of the Norton Anthology but you must also include outside research that presents in-depth knowledge and historical details. You can use internet sources, articles from library database, or books, but your source must be reputable and name its author—no wikipedia or chat room nonsense.

For this presentation, each person will perform similar roles.  

· Each presenter will take a slightly different aspect of the historical context 

· Link this issue  to the text with at least two examples of scenes or quotes where this context is relevant

· Provide a visual image to illustrate the issue

· Then explain the insights and meanings this context helps to uncover in the text

Option 2: Dramatize the Debate
In this presentation you will act out the roles of characters from the text, a literary critic and someone who disagrees with that critic.  

To prepare, meet outside class and choose an article on the text you signed up for. Find a good article on the library website:. Go to: http://www.deanza.edu/library/researchdata.html and choose “Literature Resource Center”
1) Your article must be signed—author of the article identified (nothing anonymous; no random web sites or encyclopedias). 

1) Someone in your group must disagree with this article, at least partially in order to take the role of the debater.

2) Summarize this article in your own words so that you can explain the ideas clearly.

At your presentation do not read notes word for word. Use the words of the critic and the story, but the written preparation should be more of a reference than a script. 

Perform 4-5 different roles in your presentation 

a) One will assume the voice of the critic.  Pretend you are the person who wrote the article and present your knowledge and opinions about this story.  Do not read the article.  Act the part.

b) One will take the role of the debater.  Find reasons to disagree with the critic.  Do not read notes word for word.  Act the part and give examples.

c) One will take the role of the main character or author. Answer the opinions of these warring critics using details from the text.

d) One will take the role of another character, preferably one who has a conflict with the main character.  This character will answer the main character and the critics using details from the story.  

e) One will lead a class debate at the end of the presentation, by summarizing the two sides and asking students to vote by moving to one side of the room or the other and then explain why they moved there.



Option 3: Teachers for the Day

In this presentation, each member will lead a section of the class for twenty minutes.  Your presentation must include these elements: 

· Outline an interpretation or approach to the text based on a credible article from the Literature Resource Center. Go to: http://www.deanza.edu/library/researchdata.html and choose “Literature Resource Center”
· Give 3 examples of your own to support or critique the article’s interpretation

· Lead the students in your group a specific 10-15 minute activity designed to deepen their understanding of the text.  This activity must produce a written or artistic product at the end.  

· At the end of the small group instruction, the group will present a 2 minute summary of their activity.

At your presentation, bring a copy of the article you are using and a page of typed notes, but do not read notes word for word.  Turn in both this preparation and the written work your group produced.

Presentation Schedule

Minimum 4 people, maximum 5 for each topic. 

Write name and phone numbers of your partners here and sign up on mine. 
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