Grading Standards












Instructor Roberts

The final grade is based on the quality of your essay in the areas listed below.  If you feel that your grade on any essay does not reflect the quality of your work, you are invited to discuss the issue with me in office hours.  At this meeting, you will need to point to specific places in your essay where you achieved the standards listed here.  

	
	Content: ideas and support
	Organization: form and flow
	Language Skill: Grammar and usage

	“A”

Excellent
	Imaginative, thoughtful, nuanced treatment of the subject or the text. Original insights, worthwhile ideas and compelling examples or details to support its points.
	Logical and efficient sequence of ideas.  Focused and unified paragraphs.  Clear but not mechanical use of topic sentences and transitional devices.  Ideas and sentences lead one to the next seamlessly.
	Precise, expressive use of language.  Humor or figurative language used appropriately.  Free of fragments, run-ons and other major sentence errors.  May have one or two minor typographical, spelling or mechanical errors.

	“B”

Strong
	Has a clear thesis and solid, if not strikingly original approach to the issues.  Supports an appropriately limited thesis with examples and in general makes its point well.
	Uses a clear pattern of paragraph topics and limits the focus of each paragraph, but gaps between ideas or sentences appear in a few places.
	Language use is appropriate, clear and accurate.  Uses a variety of sentence structures and has very few major errors; may have a few minor errors. 

	“C”

Good Enough
	Thesis is present, but may be predictable, too broad or too limited to yield a sophisticated analysis or insight.  Most ideas are supported, but one or two may not be.  Most examples work, but one or two may not be appropriate or specific enough. 
	Has a division of topics, but the sequence may be forced or awkward.  One or two paragraphs may stray from the topic, or fail to articulate a focus.  Adequate coherence of ideas, but some repetition or weak transitions.
	Understandable, but may show little variety in sentence structure or weak word choices.  May have a few major sentence errors or many minor errors.

	“D”

Weak
	No clear thesis.  Does not make clear points; little support and few specific or useful examples.
	A lack of focus in many paragraphs.  Weak links between many ideas or very repetitious.
	Sometimes hard to understand because of overly vague or inappropriate word choices.  Has more than three major sentence errors per page or so many editing mistakes that it is a chore to read.

	“F”

Failing
	Has neither support nor examples.  Shows no knowledge of source text.  Plagiarized or completely off topic.
	No paragraph breaks.  No links between ideas.
	Incorrect sentence outnumber the correct ones.


