EWRT 1B

Instructor Becky Roberts


Essay #3 Assignment: Political Freedom 
______ Rough draft due for workshop in class

______ Final Draft Due with outline, workshop sheet and signed rough draft

Requirements: 
· This essay requires two sources: 1) A text from our reader or one of our film and 2) an article about the historical context.  Choose this article by researching your topic on the Ebscohost Database on the De Anza Library website. 
· http://www.deanza.edu/library/articledata.html
· DO NOT USE other internet sources.  

· To use research databases from an off campus computer, log in with your 14 digit library number or eight digit student id number. The User ID is your 14 digit library number located on the front of your student body card, beginning with 21716.

Choose one of these course texts:
Niccolo Machiavelli The Prince 

Henry David Thoreau “Civil Disobedience” 

Ha Jin, “Saboteur”

David Mitchell, “Character Development” 

City of God

Life and Debt

Write an essay that incorporates the historical context of the work in order to answer one of these questions:

1. To what extent in this text (or film) offer a solution to the abuses of power during the time in which it was written?   Why did the writer approach the issue as he did?

2.  How can ordinary people in this historical context claim the freedom to shape politics according to this writer (or film maker)? (hint: this topic won’t work for Machiavelli)

3. What larger forces, besides those we see in the story (or film) set the conditions in which the character finds himself? (this won’t work for Life and Debt)

4. A different topic discovered through research and approved by me in advance.  All topics must relate to our theme and use two sources.
What to include:

· Start your essay with an introduction to the issue, a quick description of the story, essay or film you will analyze and a thesis that offers your opinion on the essay topic. 

· Divide the body into about 6 paragraphs, focusing on supporting (proving) your thesis with making one relevant point in each paragraph.  Include specific examples and quotes from both the primary text or film and your outside source, and explain of how your examples relate to your overall point.  

· At the end, attach a separate “works cited” page

· Be sure you have answered the “so what” question in the conclusion. 
If you get stuck or can’t start, I am always happy to help you during office hours.  I am also willing to give feedback on one paragraph via email (I can’t respond to whole essays in email). robertsbecky@fhda.edu
