EWRT 1B

Instructor Becky Roberts


Essay #1 Assignment: Physical Liberty

Final Draft Due with Outline: 10/12

Technical Requirements: 

· 3 pages (700-800 words) typed, double spaced, standard size 12 font

· Give examples and details from one of the books or articles we read 

· Include details and at least three quotes to support your point

· Quotes must be “sandwiched” and include parenthetical citations

Choose one of these topics: 

1. Drawing on one of our texts, explain how the loss of physical liberty affects someone psychologically.

2. Using “Learning to Read” or Fredrick Douglass’s Narrative excerpt, explain the psychological change that an incarcerated or enslaved person must go through in order to carve out a form of freedom for himself.

3. Drawing on “The Shed,” explain how near-slavery working conditions affect family relationships.

4. What does “Paddy Seed” teach us about the master/slave relationship? 

5. Drawing on Fredrick Douglass’s Narrative, demonstrate how the enslaver (master or overseer) is psychologically warped by the master/slave relationship.

Audience:


Your target reader is another intelligent college student, who has not read these books or essays.  Explain thoroughly so that even a stranger who is very different than you could understand your perspective on these issues. 

What to include:

Start your essay with an introduction to the issue, a quick description of the story (title, author and basic scenario) and a thesis that offers your opinion on the essay topic.   Your purpose is to analyze the text, to look below the surface, not to summarize the plot, so make sure your thesis is analytical. 

Divide the body into  4-5 paragraphs, focusing on supporting (proving) your thesis with making one relevant point in each paragraph.  Include specific examples and explanation of how your examples relate to your overall point, but don’t spend a lot of time on plot summary.  Instead, use plot details only to support and contextualize the interpretation you want to make. Be sure you have answered the “so what” question by the end of the essay. 

If you get stuck or can’t start, I am always happy to help you during office hours (TTH 11:30-12:30, W 3:30-4:30).  I am also willing to give feedback on one paragraph via email (I can’t respond to whole essays in email). robertsbecky@fhda.edu
