                                                                                                                                                  


EWRT 1B Course Syllabus

Fall 2004 
Instructor:   Jeanette Richey                                      Office: F11
Section 11: MW 1:30-3:40                                      Office Hours:  W, 11:30-12:30


                                                                                            & by appointment                                                                             
Phone:  408-864-8999, x3035 (use email if possible)


Email: jmricheys@sbcglobal.net, or richeyjeanette@fhda.edu
EWRT 1B
In this class, we will practice the art of argumentation using the Toulmin model. Our texts will be short written works, advertisements, movies, posters, novels, and critical essays about literature.  We will also practice oral argumentation and presentation; to that end, students will engage in 4 formal debates on topical issues, and work collaboratively on two oral presentations.  Students will use critical thinking, reading, and writing to evaluate, analyze, and interpret the themes we discuss.  They will also complete a research project consisting of several components, including synthesis of material from scholarly sources and an annotated bibliography.   
Required Texts and Materials

Rottenberg.  Elements of Argument, 7th edition.  

Hacker.  The Bedford Handbook, 6th edition.
Morrison.  Song of Solomon, any edition.
A College-Level Dictionary

One Blue book
Internet access strongly suggested
Assignments

· Essays
 You will write a total of 4 essays—one in-class essay and 4 out-of-class essays. One of these will be a research project essay.  Students must complete all essay assignments in order to pass the course. The out-of-class essays must be word-processed on plain white paper, double-spaced, and formatted according to MLA guidelines.  Failure to include rough drafts and/or peer/self-review materials or to attend a scheduled conference will result in a 10% penalty in the final grade for that essay.   
· Reading Responses 
You will write a response to many of the reading assignments, using questions from Elements that are located at the end of each selection, or on other assigned topics.  I will assign all topics in class. RR’s must be 1.5 pages, typed and double-spaced, and are due at the beginning of the class period on the day the reading is due.  
· Quizzes, tests, etc.

Expect regular reading quizzes to occur at the beginning of class and know that they cannot be made up. 
· Attendance and Late Work

Students who miss more than three classes cannot expect to pass the course.  Three tardy appearances = 1 absence. Out-of-class essays will suffer a full-grade penalty for each class meeting the paper is late, and if the in-class essays are missed without prior notice, they can get no grade higher than a B. I will accept no paper that is more than one week late.   
· In-class Behavior

Students must appropriately channel their energy while in class. This includes speaking politely to others, paying attention, not using cell phones or other electronic devices, arriving on time, and in general, showing concern for the material at hand and participating in class.  Students who violate this “golden rule” may be dropped from the class by the instructor after 3 documented occurrences.

· Plagiarism/Cheating

To use or pass off as one’s own the ideas or writing of another constitutes plagiarism.  A first offense will result in automatic failure of the assignment; a second offense will cause me to drop the student from the class.  I check student papers regularly for plagiarism and have a good feel for “bogus” work, so please don’t try your luck!  Instead, let me know if I can help you get started, if we need to talk to clear things up, or if you have any questions about proper documentation of sources.  Cheating will garner similar punishment.    

Grading Criteria
All essays will be graded according to the following criteria:

The “A” essay is organized, well developed, and demonstrates a clear understanding of the topic and fulfillment of the assignment.  Paragraphs are fully developed with interesting and vivid details, clear topic sentences, lively vocabulary and syntactic complexity, and are linked by seamless transitions.  This essay is virtually free of mechanical and punctuation errors. 

The “B” essay develops controlling ideas and supports them with vivid specific examples, but may lack the sentence variety and graceful transitional phrases characteristic of an “A” paper.  The “B” essay may contain grammatical or mechanical flaws; however, it demonstrates overall competence.

The “C” essay is logically organized, but usually general and bland, with paragraphs that lack controlling ideas and specific examples, and writing that lacks syntactic complexity.  This essay may contain a distracting number of grammatical and mechanical flaws.

Grading
Essays (2, 1 at 100, 1 at 150)                                           250 pts
In-class Essay (Final)                                                         75 pts
Advertising Presentation:                                                   60 pts
Debate Points:                                                                    40 pts

Grammar Homework:                                                        60 pts
Reading Responses: 4 @ 15 points                                    60 pts

Reading Quizzes: 8 @ 10 points                                        80 pts
Research Project:                                                              300 pts
Participation (library demo 15)
                 
       65 pts
                                                                Total Possible:  970 pts

 Week 1:
M 9/20: Introduction, syllabus discussion

W 9/22: Begin Chapter 3: Claims, p57-66 

              Assign Essay #1 
             Burger, Right to Bear Arms, 95-8 
             Hack, College Life versus My Moral Code, 93-5

             Reading Response #1-In-class

Week II:

M 9/27:  Kowinski, Kids in the Mall, 71-6

              Bedford #13, exercise 13-1

              Film: Merchants of Cool

              Brief Discussion of Chapter 11 & Debate Guidelines Handout
W 9/29:  Alvarez, 86-92
               Visual Text: 104

               Debate #1: Life on Other Planets? 10 Points to winners
               Assign Advertising Presentation
Week III

 M 10/4: Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Typed Copies of Essay to Class

              Chapter 5, Support
              Exercise, page 192, #1 or #8
              Bedford #9, exercise 9-1
W 10/6:  Work on Advertising Presentation in-class 

     Debate #2: Is animal research necessary to save human lives? 10 points to winners
Week IV
M 10/11: Essay #1 Due
                 Chapter 6: Warrants
                  Goodman, A proposal to abolish grading, 206-9
                  Exercise: page 234, #2, 8
W 10/13: Debate #3: To Clone or Not to Clone? 10 points to winners

                Bedford #16, exercise 16-1
                Assign Essay #2 

                In-class: Exercise, page 234, #1             

Week V
M 10/18: Chapter 7, Language and Thought, 237-60
                Neusner, 261-63

Debate #4: Should Parents Be Allowed to Genetically Enhance their Children?  269-73. 10 points to winners
W 10/20:  Library Resource Demonstration: Meet in Library

                 Assign Research Project                  

                 Review: Chapter 10: Researching an argumentative paper
Week VI

M 10/25:  Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to Class
                 Song of Solomon: Read Chapters 1 & 2
                 Read: Rottenberg: Arguing about Literature, 711-19.
W 10/27: Presentations: Advertising
                Read: Song of Solomon, Chapter 3
Week VI
M 11/1:  Research Proposal Due 
              Song of Solomon Chapters 3 & 4



              Critical Essay Presentation 
              Review: Bedford #56
W 11/3: Essay #2 Due  
              Song of Solomon, Chapters 5 & 6  
              Critical Essay Presentation
Week VII

M 11/8: Song of Solomon Chapters 7 & 8
              Critical Essay Presentation
W 11/10: Song of Solomon Chapters 9, 10

                Critical Essay Presentation
Week VIII
 M 11/15: Finish Song of Solomon
                Two Critical Essay Presentations
                Homework: Brainstorm Claim
 W 11/17: Chapter 9, Writing an Argumentative Paper
                  In-class group work: Claim Development Workshop: Bring Books
Week IX
M 11/22: Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to Class
                 Read: Chapter 8, pages 275-80 (Induction) 
                 Marvell, 739

                 SUBMIT ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON-LINE
W 11/24:  No Class: Happy Thanksgiving! (work on research essay while eating)
Week X

M 11/29: Read: Chapter 8, Deduction, pages 280-90 

                Leave early: conferences

W 12/1: Read: King, Letter from Birmingham Jail, 692-99, last paragraph of 704-05.
              Rogerian Argument, Allusion, Analogy
              Reading Response #4: In-class
Week XI     
M 12/8: No Class: Conferences, Work on Research Essay
W 12/10: Final: Argumentative Analysis; short answer & essay

                Research Essay Due  

*Assignments and assignment dates are subject to change. Amendments to reading assignments or due dates will be announced in class.    
Presentation Directions:

As part of your grade for this class, you will give one presentation on an advertisement and one on a critical essay.  The presentations will be done in groups of 2 or 3.  All presentations should be 7-10 minutes long, no more or less, and should be accompanied by a 1 page handout summarizing the presentation and highlighting important aspects of your presentation.  Use credible web sources, the library, magazines, or other credible sources, to supplement your advertising presentation, and use thoughtful, engaging, interpretive analysis on both presentations.   You may use Power Point, overheads, the white/chalk boards, videos, posters, or handouts to supplement your presentations.  You MUST clearly enunciate your words as you speak.  Dull, lifeless, unengaging presentations will receive low grades, so BE CREATIVE.

