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English 1A Course Syllabus

Spring 2006
Instructor:   Jeanette Richey                                      Office:  See Below
Section #22, L82 M/W, 3:45-5:55                    Office Hours:  At Room L82, 3:10-3:40, M

Section #61, Sem 3 M/W, 6:00-8:10                                        At Room Sem 3, 8-8:30, W 
Phone:  408-864-8999, x3035


Email:  jmricheys@sbcglobal.net 
Learning Goals & Methods
Welcome to English 1A at De Anza College!  In this transfer-level composition and research course, we will practice critical reading, writing, and thinking.  The many essays and short stories we read will compel us to think about what being an American means now and what it has meant to other writers and thinkers in the past.  Additionally, we will spend time developing a writing voice, thinking about diction, practicing various styles of writing, and honing our own style.  Students who try hard will, by the end of this class, be able to do all of the following: enroll in English 1B; write college-level essays; analyze arguments in print and other media; write for a variety of audiences and purposes; discuss and interpret literature and literary themes; engage in dinner party conversations about Aristotle; say they survived giving an oral presentation.  
NB: This course will require substantial time and effort. Be prepared to spend 5-10 hours per week, not including class time, on the material.

Requirements & Rules

· To pass this course you must complete the following: all essay assignments; one reading and one advertising presentation; all reading assignments; all homework assignments; quizzes on the content of readings; six short writing assignments (which you may be called upon to share with the class); a final exam.  Active participation is important to your success; please come prepared to add your thoughts to class discussions. Students who miss more than 4 classes cannot expect to pass the course.  Students must conduct themselves in a professional manner while in this class, which means arriving on-time with the work done and treating others with respect and courtesy. Students who do not comply will be dropped from the class by the instructor after one warning.  No cell phones or other electronic devices may be used in class, unless they are part of a presentation. 
· Using or passing off as one’s own the ideas or writing of another constitutes plagiarism.  DON’T DO IT!!  Depending on the offense, a plagiarized assignment may result in failure of the class or failure of the assignment.  Cheating will garner similar punishment. 
Required Texts and Materials: 

Moser and Waters. Creating America, 4th edition.

Minor. Patterns (packaged by publisher with Creating America)

Wilson, August.  The Piano Lesson. 

A College-Level Dictionary

Three Blue books 

Internet and computer access are required

Grading

Essays (3 at 100, 1 at 150)                                                  450 pts

In-class/Take Home Essay: 1 at 75 pts                                75  pts  

Advertising Presentation:                                                     50 pts

Short Writing Assignments: 6 @ 15 points                         95 pts

Reading Quizzes: 8 @ 10 points                                          80 pts 

Participation                                 


         65 pts

Grammar Homework
                                                         60 pts
Reading Presentation                                                           50 pts
Final Exam                                                                          75 pts
                                                         Total Possible: 1000 pts

Schedule*

M 4/10:   Introduction, syllabus discussion. Buy books and exam booklets.
W 4/12:   Diagnostic essay; Bring Blue Exam Book. Students         

                must complete this essay to continue the course.   

                Chapter 1: Arguments in American Cultures (1-5) 

                Patterns: Vonnegut, How to Write with Style, 49-52.               

               Assign Out-of-Class Essay #1:  Review & Analysis
M 4/17:    Chapter 2: The Art & Craft of Persuasion (7-32)

                Patterns: King, Should English be the Law? (69-80)
                Moser: Saigon Execution, 477.

                Receive Diagnostic Essays

                Discuss Consistent Verb Tense & Shifts in Person

W 4/19:   Discuss Empty/Inflated Phrases and Wordy Sentences

                Moser: Dolls, 422 (photo); Plessy v. Ferguson, 418-21.  
                In-class: SWA#1: Objective vs Subjective Writing
M 4/24:   Patterns: King, On Reading and Writing, 155-9.

               Moser: Chapter 3: Writing Essays, 49-60   
               Practice Brainstorming & Outlining techniques
W 4/26:  Writing Workshop: Bring 2 copies of essay to class
                Patterns: Schneiderman, The Ethics of Euthanasia, 81-86.
               Moser: Chapter 3, pages 72-87, Analysis of appeals and essay.
               Student Presentation: Where Euthanasia Stands Today
M 5/1:   Out-of-Class Essay #1 Due

              Assign Out-of-Class Essay #2: Research and Report
              Moser: Chapter 5, 115-18.

              Moser: Schlesinger, The Cult of Ethnicity, 142-5.     

              D’Souza, In Praise of American Empire, 159.

              Student Presentation: Analysis of D’Souza
              Connotative vs Denotative Language

W 5/3:   Phillips, Hegemony, Hubris, and Overreach, p.163
              Extra Credit: Bowling for Columbine

              SWA #1
M 5/8:   SWA#2: Argument Outline/Analysis
              Moser: Houston, Tapestry of Hope, 146-50.

              Rodriguez, Disunited we Stand, 155-8.
              Student Presentation: Home Front during World War II 
W 5/10: Patterns: Tan, Mother Tongue, 128-33.
              Student Presentation: Myth of the Model Minority

 M 5/17: Moser: Sui Sin Far, In the Land of the Free, 187-95.

              Student Presentation: Chinese Immigration Law, 1850-1945.
              Begin Movie Eat a Bowl of Tea
W 5/19:  Finish Movie Eat a Bowl of Tea
              Moser: King, I have a Dream, 203-7;

              Extra Credit: Real Women Have Curves
M 5/22:   Movie: Zoot Suit Riots
               Writing Workshop: Bring 2 copies of essay to class

               Moser: Serrano, Chicana, p.151

W 5/24: Assign Take Home Essay Exam: American Identities
              Watch Movie: Salt of the Earth
              Student Presentation: The Facts Behind the Movie
              Essay #2 Due 
M 5/29: Holiday: Memorial Day
W 5/31: Take Home Essay Due
              In-class time to work on Advertising Presentation  

              Assign Essay #3: Dreaming of America
              Bring Magazines to class
M 6/5:  Ellison, Prologue to Invisible Man, 134-7.

             Patterns: Rodriguez, “The Barrio”

             SWA#4
W 6/7: In-Class time to work on Advertising Presentation
Moser: Hughes, Let America be America Again, 196-9

            Photo: Rourke-White, There’s No Way Like the American Way, 199 

            Hughes, Harlem, 202

            Countryman, Structured Appeal: Let America be America Again, 222-4.

            Student Presentation: Harlem Renaissance
M 6/12:  In-Class Time to work on Advertising Presentation
               Student Presentation: The Great Migration and the Work of Jacob 
               Lawrence

               The Piano Lesson, through Act I

               SWA#6

W 6/14: Advertising Presentations Due & Presented to Class
M 6/19:  On-Line Activities TBA—MUST Have Access to a Computer for This
               Class
W 6/21: The Piano Lesson, through Act II

              Bring Questions about Essay #3

M 6/26: Watch Piano Lesson Movie in Class
              Student Presentation: Differences Between the Movie & the Book

              Essay #3 Due In-Class
W 6/28: Final Exam
Subject to change.  Amendments to reading assignments or due dates will be announced in class. I suggest that you swap contact information with a classmate so that you can contact that person should you miss class.  Please allow 24 hours for email responses from me.  Should you need technical equipment for your presentation, please contact me one week in advance, so that I can make the necessary arrangements.

