                                                                                                                                                  


EWRT 1A Course Syllabus

Summer 2004 
Instructor:   Jeanette Richey                                      Office: L34
Section 14: MTWR 3:00-5:10                                      Office Hours:                                                                          

Phone:  408-864-8999, x3035 (use email if possible)


Email: jmricheys@sbcglobal.net, or richeyjeanette@fhda.edu
EWRT (English Writing) 1A is the first course in the two-semester lower-division composition sequence. In this course, students will practice their reading, writing, and thinking skills. Students will develop clear arguments, plan well-organized, persuasive essays (which require drafting and revising), target various audiences, and develop style and voice. To hone our skills, we will read stimulating essays and short-stories on sundry topics and then write responses to critical, analytical questions about the assigned readings. Some outside research will be required.  Come prepared to share your ideas about the topics at hand, to ask questions of the text, of your classmates, and of your teacher. Most importantly, come prepared to interrogate the text at hand both orally and in writing, and to learn.
Required Texts and Materials

Kirszner and Mandell.  Patterns for College Writing. 9th edition.
Hacker.  The Bedford Handbook, 6th edition.
Wilson, August.  The Piano Lesson. 

A College-Level Dictionary

Two Blue books 

Internet and computer access are required
Assignments
· Essays
 You will write a total of 4 essays—one in-class essay and 3 out-of-class essays.  Students must complete all essay assignments in order to pass the course. The out-of-class essays must be word-processed on plain white paper, double-spaced, and formatted according to MLA guidelines.  Failure to include rough drafts and/or peer/self-review materials or to attend a scheduled conference will result in a 10% penalty in the final grade for that essay.    You may revise ONE typed essay for a higher grade.
· Reading Responses 
You will write a response to many of the reading assignments, using questions from Patterns that are located at the end of each selection, or on other assigned topics.  I will assign all topics in class. RR’s must be 1.5 pages, typed and double-spaced, and are due at the beginning of the class period on the day the reading is due. 

· Quizzes, tests, etc.

Expect regular reading quizzes to occur at the beginning of class and know that they cannot be made up.
· Attendance and Late Work
· Students who miss more than three classes cannot expect to pass the course.  Three tardy appearances = 1 absence. Out-of-class essays will suffer a full-grade penalty for each class meeting the paper is late, and if the in-class essays are missed without prior notice, they can get no grade higher than a B. I will accept no paper that is more than one week late.   
· In-class Behavior

Students must appropriately channel their energy while in class. This includes speaking politely to others, paying attention, not using cell phones or other electronic devices, arriving on time, and in general, showing concern for the material at hand and participating in class.  Students who violate this “golden rule” may be dropped from the class by the instructor after 3 documented occurrences.

· Plagiarism/Cheating: to use or pass off as one’s own the ideas or writing of another constitutes plagiarism.  A first offense will result in automatic failure of the assignment; a second offense will cause me to drop the student from the class.  I check student papers regularly for plagiarism and have a good feel for “bogus” work, so please don’t try your luck!  Instead, let me know if I can help you get started, if we need to talk to clear things up, or if you have any questions about proper documentation of sources.  Cheating will garner similar punishment.
Grading Criteria
All essays will be graded according to the following criteria:

The “A” essay is organized, well developed, and demonstrates a clear understanding of the topic and fulfillment of the assignment.  Paragraphs are fully developed with interesting and vivid details, clear topic sentences, lively vocabulary and syntactic complexity, and are linked by seamless transitions.  This essay is virtually free of mechanical and punctuation errors. 

The “B” essay develops controlling ideas and supports them with vivid specific examples, but may lack the sentence variety and graceful transitional phrases characteristic of an “A” paper.  The “B” essay may contain grammatical or mechanical flaws; however, it demonstrates overall competence.

The “C” essay is logically organized, but usually general and bland, with paragraphs that lack controlling ideas and specific examples, and writing that lacks syntactic complexity.  This essay may contain a distracting number of grammatical and mechanical flaws.

Grading
Essays (3 total, 2 at 100, 1@ 150)                                     350 pts
Final: The Piano Lesson                                                      75 pts  

Compare/Contrast Advertising Presentation:                      50 pts

Reading Responses: 3 @ 15 points                                     45 pts

Reading Quizzes: 8 @ 10 points, 1 @ 15                            95 pts 

Participation (on-line work =30 pts)


  65 pts
Grammar Homework
(on-line)                                        70 pts
                                                         Total Possible:  750 pts

Schedule*
Week 1:
M 6/28:  Introduction, syllabus discussion

REVIEW: Patterns, 13-35 (The Writing Process)

                   Patterns, 36-49 (Arrangement)
T 6/29: Patterns Chapter 4, Narration
             Assign Out-of-Class Essay #1 – Narration
             Handout: Cisneros, Ghosts and Voices
 W 6/30: Dillard, Living Like Weasels, 164-8
               Reading Response #1—In-class
               Sensory perception exercise

R 7/1:  Chapter 5: Description: To Supplement/Add Depth to Story
            Berne, Ground Zero, 158-63

            Cohen, Words Left Unspoken, 153-7
            Hacker #13, exercise 13-3             
 Week II

 M 7/5: No Class—Independence Day Holiday 
T 7/6: Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Narration Essay to Class
            Hacker #9, exercise 9-1
           Assign Essay #2: Process

           Patterns 245-57, Process

           X, My First Conk, 260-4

W 7/7:  Narration Essay Due 

            Muller, Creating a Female Sleuth, 265-71

            Piven, et. al., How to Escape from a Bad Date, 272-79
            Reading Response #2—In-class
R 7/8:  Hacker #16, exercise 16-1.
            Collaborative Process Exercise, Patterns, p.300
            Bring all books to class
Week III

M 7/12:  Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to Class 
                Hacker #32, exercise 32-1 through 32-3

               Assign Comparison Project, Advertising Presentation
T 7/13:  Bring magazines to class for work on advertising presentation 
              Patterns 363-85, Compare and Contrast
              Schlosser, Walt and Ray…, 414-25.

W 7/14: Process Essay Due

               Visual Text, Patterns, 384
               Brooks, Sadie & Maude, 426
               Tannen, Sex, Lies, & Conversation, 407-13.
R 7/15: Presentation Workshop 
              Hacker #14, exercise 14-1 & 14-3
              Hacker #15, exercise 15-1

              Amy Tan, Mother Tongue, 462-9. 
Week IV
M 7/19:  Comparison Presentations Due & Presented to Class
               Hacker #26, exercise 26-1
T 7/20: Assign Essay #4, Argumentation 

             Chapter 12: Argumentation & Persuasion 

             Handout: In Defense of Splitting Up

             Visual Text: Patterns, 555
W 7/21: Assign RR #4: Annotated Bibliography Exercise
               Patterns, Debate**: Does Media Violence Cause Societal Violence?

              605-6.         

              Stone, 607-11; Zimecki, 612-15; Cutler, 618-23.

              Handout: Vidal, Drugs

R 7/22:  Handout: Our Barbies, Ourselves              
              Hacker #23, exercise 23-1

Week V

 M 7/26:   Reading Response #4 Due

                 Grammar Exam  
T 7/27:  Writing Workshop: Bring Two Copies of Essay to Class

W 7/28: On-line class session; instructions TBA;
              On-line partner work.
R 7/29:  On-line class discussion/partner work; Piano Lesson, instructions TBA
Week VI

M 8/2:   Piano Lesson, Act I
T 8/3:   Piano Lesson, Act II
W 8/4:  In-class final: Piano Lesson
R 8/5:   Last day of class; Essay #4, Argumentation, Due
*Assignments and assignment dates are subject to change. Amendments to reading assignments or due dates will be announced in class.

