                                                                                                                                                  


English 1A Course Syllabus

Fall 2003 

Instructor:   Jeanette Richey                                      Office: TBA, Dining Area
Section 61: M/W 6:00-8:10, SEM 3                      Office Hours:  M 4:30-6:00, 
                                                                                                      & by appointment                                                                             
Phone:  408-(use email if possible)


Email: profrichey@sbcglobal.net
EWRT (English Writing) 1A is the first course in the two-semester lower-division composition sequence.  In this course, students will practice developing clear arguments, planning well-organized, persuasive essays (which requires drafting and revising), targeting various audiences, and developing style and voice.  To hone our skills, we will read stimulating essays and short-stories on sundry topics and then write responses to critical, analytical questions about the assigned readings.  Come prepared to share your ideas about the topics at hand, to ask questions of the text, of your classmates, and of your teacher.  Most importantly, come prepared to practice your writing skills and to learn.  
Required Texts and Materials

Kirszner and Mandell.  Patterns for College Writing. 9th edition.
Hacker.  The Writer’s Reference, 5th edition.

Toni Morrison.  Song of Solomon.
A College-Level Dictionary

Two Blue books 

Assignments

· Essays
 You will write a total of 6 essays—one in-class essay, 4 out-of-class essays, and a final.  Students must complete all essay assignments in order to pass the course. The out-of-class essays must be word-processed on plain white paper, double-spaced, and formatted according to MLA guidelines.  Failure to include rough drafts and/or peer/self-review materials or to attend a scheduled conference will result in a 10% penalty in the final grade for that essay.   
· Reading Responses 
You will write a response to many of the reading assignments, largely using questions from Patterns that are located at the end of each selection. I will assign all reading response topics in class. RR’s must be 1.5 pages, typed and double-spaced, and are due at the beginning of the class period on the day the reading is due.  
· Quizzes, tests, etc.

Expect regular reading quizzes to occur at the beginning of class and know that they cannot be made up.  
· Attendance and Late Work
· Students who miss more than three classes cannot expect to pass the course.  Three tardy appearances = 1 absence.  Out-of-class essays will suffer a full-grade penalty for each class meeting the paper is late, and if the in-class essay is missed without prior notice, it can get no grade higher than a B. I will accept no paper more than 1 week late. 
· Plagiarism/Cheating
To use or pass off as one’s own the ideas or writing of another constitutes plagiarism.  Plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the assignment and possibly the course, and the college documents the infraction in the student’s academic record.  I check student papers regularly for plagiarism and have a good feel for “bogus” work, so please don’t try your luck!  Instead, let me know if I can help you get started, if we need to talk to clear things up, or if you have any questions about proper documentation of sources.

Cheating, as defined in the De Anza Academic Policy, will garner similar punishment.    

Grading Criteria
All essays will be graded according to the following criteria:

The “A” essay is organized, well developed, and demonstrates a clear understanding of the topic and fulfillment of the assignment.  Paragraphs are fully developed with interesting and vivid details, clear topic sentences, lively vocabulary and syntactic complexity, and are linked by seamless transitions.  This essay is virtually free of mechanical and punctuation errors. 

The “B” essay develops controlling ideas and supports them with vivid specific examples, but may lack the sentence variety and graceful transitional phrases characteristic of an “A” paper.  The “B” essay may contain grammatical or mechanical flaws; however, it demonstrates overall competence.

The “C” essay is logically organized, but usually general and bland, with paragraphs that lack controlling ideas and specific examples, and writing that lacks syntactic complexity.  This essay may contain a distracting number of grammatical and mechanical flaws.

Grading
Essays (4 total, 3 at 100, 1@ 150)                                    450 pts
In-class Essay:                                                                    75 pts  

Reading Responses: 5 @ 15 points                                    75 pts

Reading Quizzes: 12 @ 10 points                                     120 pts 

Final Exam                                                                         75 pts
Participation





       55 pts

                                                                Total Possible:  850 pts
Schedule*

M 9/22:  Introduction, syllabus discussion

W 9/24: Patterns, 13-35 (The Writing Process)
              Patterns, 36-49 (Arrangement)

              Assign Out-of-Class Essay #1 – Narration
M 9/29:  Patterns, 77-81 (Narration)

              Orwell, Shooting and Elephant, 117-25

              Gansberg, Thirty-Eight Who Saw… 101-5

W 10/1: Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Typed Copies of Essay to Class

               Cisneros, Only Daughter, 84-7
 M 10/6: Narration essay due 

              Patterns 245-57, Process
              X, My First Conk, 260-4

              Piven, et. al., How to Escape from a Bad Date, 272-79
             Reading Response #1
W 10/8:  Mitford, Embalming of Mr. Jones, 285-91

               Jackson, The Lottery, 293-99

               Assign Essay #2: Process
                Reading Response #1 Due

M 10/13:  Patterns, 529-56 (Argumentation)

                 Jefferson, Declaration of Independence, 557-62

                 Handout, Marvell, To His Coy Mistress

W 10/15: Patterns, Debate: Should Gay and Lesbian Couples be Allowed

                               To Adopt?, 594-5
                 Adkins, in Patterns, 596-600; Birtha, 601-4.

                  Reading Response #2 – In Class

M 10/20:  Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to Class
                  Handout: Ellison, Prologue to Invisible Man
W 10/22:  Process Essay Due 
                 Begin Song of Solomon, Ch. 1-3
M 10/27: Assign Essay #3, Argumentation
                Song of Solomon, Ch. 4-6
                Handout: Dunbar, Sympathy
W10/30:  Song of Solomon, Ch. 7-9
                Reading Response #3
M 11/3:  Song of Solomon, Ch. 10-12
               Handout: Hughes, Harlem

W 11/5:  Song of Solomon, Ch. 12-15
M 11/10: NO CLASS: Holiday
W11/12:  Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to Class
                 Finish Discussing Song of Solomon
 M 11/17: Argumentative Essay Due 

                 Handout: Walker, Strong Horse Tea                
                 Patterns 363-85, Compare and Contrast
W 11/19:  Assign Essay #4, Compare/Contrast 
                In-class essay (Essay #5), Song of Solomon 

M 11/24:  Catton, Grant and Lee, 386-90.
                 Film: Ken Burns

                 Brooks, Sadie & Maud, 426-7.

                 Reading Response #4

W 11/26:  Tannen, Sex, Lies, and Conversation, 407-13. 

                  Handout for In-class work: Mori, Eggs of the World OR 

                  Mendoza, The Passing

                  Blake, Tyger & Lamb

M 12/1: Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Essay to class
              Handout: Porter, The Grave
W 12/3: Eighner, On Dumpster Diving, 661-72
              Reading Response #5
M 12/8:  Last Day of Instruction: Prep. For Final
              Essay #4, Compare/Contrast Due

W 12/10: Final Exam: Eighner & Porter
*Assignments and assignment dates are subject to change. Amendments to reading assignments or due dates will be announced in class.    


