                                                                                                                                                  


English 100B Course Syllabus

Spring 2005
Instructor:   Jeanette Richey                                       
Section 7: MW 1:30-3:40, A91
                                                                                     Office Hours:  M, 

                                                                                      12:30-1:20, W, 1-1:20 & by
                                                                                     appointment.           

Phone:  408-864-8999, ext. 3035 (use email if possible)
Email:  jmricheys@sbcglobal.net
Learning Goals
· Welcome to EWRT 100B! This is a non-associate degree level course that prepares students to read and to write at the college level.  Our primary focus will be paragraph and essay writing, with an emphasis on eliminating distracting errors.  We will practice writing essays for a variety of audiences and purposes, and thinking critically about our writing process and the writing processes of others. In-class activities will give us practice writing controlled, developed, well-supported, well-organized sentences, paragraphs, and essays. We will read one novel and sundry short stories and essays, which we will discuss, interpret, and write about in class.  We will also practice oral argumentation and oral presentation. The college requires concurrent enrollment in EWRT 160 or 161.  
Requirements & Rules
· To pass this course you must complete the following: all essay assignments; one group presentation; all reading assignments; all homework assignments; quizzes on the content of readings; weekly Learning Journal entries (which you may be called upon to share with the class).  Active participation is important to your success; please come prepared to add your thoughts to class discussions. Students who miss more than 3 classes cannot expect to pass the course.  Three tardy appearances = 1 absence. In-class essays missed without prior notice can get no grade higher than B, and late papers drop a letter grade for each day they are late. Essays that are not peer reviewed in-class during peer review sessions will drop one letter grade. I will accept no paper that is more than one week late.  
· Required Texts and Materials: Anker, Susan. Real Writing with Readings, 3rd. ed; 

London, Jack. Call of the Wild; Three Blue books; Spiral Journal for Learning Journal entries.
· Using or passing off as one’s own the ideas or writing of another constitutes plagiarism.  DON’T DO IT!!  Depending on the offense, a plagiarized assignment may result in failure of the class or failure of the assignment.  Cheating will garner similar punishment. 
·    The final for this class will be a portfolio of your writing which will include one in-class essay, one analytical essay, and a third essay reflecting on your growth as a writer this quarter. Your portfolio will be evaluated by a team of English department readers who will determine if the writing demonstrates that you are ready for EWRT 1A. If two members of the portfolio evaluation team determine you are ready for EWRT 1A, you will receive the grade of PASS for 100B. If two evaluators determine your writing does not yet indicate readiness for EWRT 1A, you will receive a NO PASS grade for EWRT 100B. 
In order to submit a portfolio for evaluation, you must first satisfactorily complete the other work of this class. That will require turning in all the essays and earning at least 75 out of a possible 100 points on the scored essays. In addition, you must achieve a 75% or better on all the other required work: homework, class participation, peer review, quizzes, other in-class assignments, and learning journal entries.

· Disruptive behavior will NOT be tolerated! No abusive language, cuss words, or electronic devices may be used in class.  You may be dropped on the first offense for such behavior.  Please be polite and treat others with patience and respect.
Grading

Out-of-Class Essays (2 @ 100, 1 @ 150 pts)                     350 pts
In-class Essays:  3 @ 75 pts (plus ungraded diagnostic)    225 pts  

Grammar Midterms 1 & 2                                                   80 pts

Reading Quizzes: 10 @ 10 points                                      100 pts 

Presentation                                                                          50 pts

Self-evaluation Essay (Final)                                               75 pts
Participation
                                                                     70 pts




Learning Journal                                                                  75 pts

                                                               Total Possible:  1025 pts

Schedule* 
M 4/4: Student Introductions, syllabus discussion

            Homework: Read Anker pages 9-19 
            Visit room L47, Writing Lab

            Learning Journal Entry #1: My strengths and weaknesses as a writer, and 

            what I expect to get from this class.
W 4/6: Discuss Journal Entries
            Regroup in Computer Writing Lab for Diagnostic Essay
            Grammar Section 19 (Anker)
            Homework: Read Chapter 2, and Complete p. 25, Practice 5

            Learning Journal Entry #2: What “worked” on my diagnostic essay? What
           could have gone better? How will I approach my next timed writing assignment?

 M 4/9:   Discuss Journal Entries

              Chapter 2: Finding, Narrowing, & Exploring Your Topic
               Grammar Section 20 (Anker)

               Return and Discuss Diagnostic Essay

               Assign Out-of-Class Essay #1 – Narration
               In-class: Chapter 8: Narration

               In-class work & discussion: Generate ideas for essay (p. 99-116) 
W 4/11:  Chapter 3: Writing Your Topic Sentence or Thesis Statement
               Read: Elyzabeth Stagg, “From the Welfare Rolls,” page 562

               Student Presentation 
               Work on essay topic in-class, and on Summarize & Respond Topic p564
               Learning Journal Entry #3: What is difficult about writing this essay? What
               is easy about it?  What new writing strategies have I learned?
M 4/18: Chapter 4: Supporting Your Point
              In-class: Practice 1-4, pages 48-51.

              Scanlon, It’s Time I Shed My Ex-Convict Status, 565

              Student Presentation 

              Discuss Grammar Section 21
              Review Session: Bring one typed copy of essay to class

              Learning Journal Entry #4: Summarize & Respond topic, p. 582.

W 4/20:  Essay #1 Due  
              Chapter 10: Description

               Read: Andrea Lee, Mother, page 579. 

               Share Journal Entry

              Group work: Support in Description, page 135
              Grammar Section 22 (Subject-Verb Agreement)
M 4/25:   Read: Divakaruni, Common Scents, pages 584-7.

               Answer “Read Critically” questions, page 587 

               In-class Essay #1: Description
W 4/27: Assign Essay #2: Describing How to do Things

              Chapter 11: Process Analysis

              Read: X, Homemade Education, pages 593-97.

              Learning Journal Entry #5: Summarize & Respond topic, page 597. 
              In-class group work & exercises 
M 5/2: Read: Stanat, The Job Interview, pages 588-93.

            Student Presentation 

            Grammar Section 23: Verb Problems

             Chapter 5: Making a Plan and Arranging Ideas

              Work on Essay Outline in class (pages 59-63)
W 5/4:  Continue Grammar Section 23: Verb Problems

             Chapter 6: Drafting
             Exciting In-class Activities
M 5/9:  Review Session: Bring one copy of essay to class
             Chapter 7: Revising
             Grammar Section 28: Parallelism

             In-class: Read Chapter 39: Basics of Critical Reading
             Homework: Practice 3 & 4, p. 556-7.

W 5/11:  Grammar Midterm! 
               Call of the Wild, pages 1-14.

              Student Presentation: Alaskan Gold Rush & Yukon

              In-class group work 

              Learning Journal Entry #6: My reaction to the story; what did I like or dislike

              about it and why? What does the main point seem to be? What evidence can I 

               find to support my view? (please include page numbers)
M 5/16:  Process Essay Due
              Assign Out-of-Class Essay #3, Writing about Similarities & Differences

              Chapter 14: Comparison and Contrast

              In-class work on Buck: Bring Call of the Wild
              Grammar Section 33: Spelling

W 5/18: Discuss: Call of the Wild, 15-31.

              Group Work                

              Student Presentation

              Grammar Section 34: Commas

              Learning Journal entry #7: Describe the personality of two of the main

              characters.  What are they like? Are they good or bad? What does the

              author want us to think about them? How can we tell? With what themes

              might they be linked?  Please support your response with page #’s & quotes.

M 5/23: Discuss Call of the Wild, pages 15-42.
              Review Commas; 

              In-class: Section 32: Commonly Misused Words.

              Student Presentation

W 5/25: In-class: View Call of the Wild Movie & Compare with book
M 5/30:  No Class: Memorial Day Holiday 
W 6/1: Call of the Wild, pages 42-end.  
           Peer Review session: bring one copy of essay to class
           Grammar Midterm #2
M 6/6: Essay #3, Compare/Contrast Due
            Chapter 48: Argument
            Debate #1: Treatment or Jail for Drug Offenders?

            Read: Bernstein, p. 632-5; Gogek & Gogek, 636-9.

            Grammar Section 35: Apostrophes 
            Student Presentation
W 6/8:  In-class Essay #3: Call of the Wild 

             Learning Journal Entry #8: How did this essay go? What worked and what

            didn’t? Did it go better than the diagnostic? Why or why not?  What will you try 

            differently next time (maybe on the WAT)?

M 6/13:  In-class timed writing assignment: Argumentation
              Debate #2: English Immersion: Yes or No?          
              Read: Tamayo, 641-3; Duncan, 645-7.

             ***Collect Learning Journals for Final Grading***

W 6/15: WAT Review: Bring Topic to Class

              Chapter 17: Responding to Essay Questions or Timed Writing Assignments

              Return Graded Learning Journals

M 6/20: Last day of Instruction: Final Exam: Self-Evaluation & Portfolio Due 
*Assignments and assignment dates are subject to change. Amendments to reading assignments or due dates will be announced in class.    


