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	EWRT 211: Reflective Essay Grading Rubric


	

	1.
	Adherence to the Assignment
	

	
	· The piece is a reflective essay discussing what the student learned in EWRT211

· Specifically the essay must address: why the student is ready for EWRT1A,  how the student’s writing has changed over the course of the class, and what areas still need improvement
· The essay uses specific examples and details from the student’s work during the quarter, especially the pieces the student chose to include in the portfolio, to prove they are ready for EWRT 1A
· The essay is at least two pages long (500 words)
	

	2.
	Organization, Cohesion, and Clarity
	

	
	· The essay has an effective introduction that provides appropriate background information for the thesis

· The thesis is clearly stated in the introduction and identifies the topic and parts of the essay (the assumed thesis the student is trying to prove is that the he/she is ready for EWRT 1A)

· The writer’s readiness for EWRT 1A is clearly expressed in the thesis and supported through the body

· Each paragraph begins with a topic sentence which clearly orients the reader to the part of the thesis that will be examined in the following paragraph and transitions effectively from the previous paragraph(s)

· Each paragraph has specific points, supports, quotes, evidence that support the main idea

· There is good transition between paragraphs, individual sentences, and ideas; all present is connected

· Ideas are expressed in a manner that is free from confusion and that follows a logical progression
· Appropriate background information is provided so the reader can process the main points in context

· Words and passages are expressed clearly avoiding awkward or ambiguous expression
	

	3.
	Rhetoric, Style, and Diction
	

	
	· The essay has an interesting title that supports the rhetorical devices and viewpoint of the writer

· An interesting, credible, and authoritative voice emerges in the piece

· The essay is written with the De Anza English teachers in mind and effectively attempts to persuade them that the student can succeed in EWRT 1A
· The author makes a connection with the reader and has clearly kept the audience in mind

· The essay demonstrates the ability of the student to thoughtfully analyze their own writing and progress

· The essay addresses improvement in areas such as writing style, effective organization, correct sentence structure and grammar, clarity, analytical skill, etc.
· The writer provides specific, detailed support; appropriate examples and quotes from their writing are used to demonstrate their growth as a writer

· The text is free of wordiness and needless repetition; unnecessary passages or elements are eliminated

· Words selected accurately and poignantly convey the author’s meaning; awkward phrases are removed
	

	4.
	Grammar, Mechanics, and Punctuation
	

	
	· Rules of American English grammar, usage, and spelling are applied; essay is carefully proofread

· Subjects and verbs agree; verb tense is consistent and appropriate (use present where possible)

· Passive voice is used only when needed and effective

· Sentence structure and word order follow American English grammar and usage conventions

· Run-on sentences, comma splices, and sentences fragments are eliminated

· Commas, semi-colons, periods, and dashes are used correctly; punctuation rules are followed 

· Conventions of capitalization are followed correctly

· Appropriate format is followed with 11-12 point font, double-spacing, and a header in upper-left corner
	

	5.
	Draft
	

	
	· Draft is complete and shows evidence of continued effort; draft is typed and was received on time

· The essay’s organization has basic shape and structure

· The draft generally makes sense and is free from major errors in grammar and punctuation

· The final shows significant improvement from the draft
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