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	EWRT 211: Narrative Paper Grading Rubric


	

	1.
	Adherence to the Assignment 
	

	
	· The piece is a personal narrative; it describes events that actually happened to the author

· It has plot, characters, purpose(s), description, etc.

· An appropriate subject matter/topic was selected

· Is of appropriate length, depth, and complexity
	

	2.
	Organization, Cohesion, and Clarity
	

	
	· The piece is laid out in an appropriate way and uses time transitions or other devices to orient the reader

· Chronological order of events is clear and easy to follow; Ideas follow a logical progression

· Paragraphs break in natural, logical places in the text (not too long or too short)

· There is good transition between paragraphs, individual sentences, and ideas; all present is connected

· Ideas, events, and people are conveyed in a manner that is free from confusion

· Words and passages are expressed clearly avoiding awkward expression

· Themes and or/purposes can be devised with appropriate effort on the part of the reader
	

	3.
	Voice, Style, and Conciseness
	

	
	· Narrative has an interesting title

· A clear, interesting, and distinctive voice emerges in the piece; the piece has a unique style of its own

· The author makes a connection with the reader and has clearly kept an audience in mind

· The text and details that are given “pop” and pack a punch

· Active verbs and concrete nouns are used

· Words selected convey most accurately and poignantly the author’s meaning

· Unnecessary or awkward words and passages that do not effectively build the piece are eliminated

· The text has rhythm and energy and does not feel weighed down by wordiness
	

	4.
	Description and Use of Metaphorical Language and Dialog
	

	
	· Language appeals to the reader’s five senses

· Similes, metaphors, and figurative language are used effectively to create vivid images

· Characters and locations seem real

· An appropriate amount of description is given in a way that enhances rather than distracts

· Dialog is used as appropriate and is interesting and believable 

· Important conversations are recreated rather than just summarized

· Dialog feels true to life and to each character’s personality

· Dialog effectively reveals the characters and makes the action seem immediate
	

	5.
	Grammar, Punctuation, and Format
	

	
	· Rules of English grammar and usage are appropriately applied

· Subjects and verbs agree; verb tense is consistent and appropriate (present is used where possible)
· Passive voice is used only when needed and effectively

· Sentence structure and word order follow English grammar and usage conventions

· Run-on sentences and sentence fragments are eliminated (unless used particularly effectively)

· Commas, semi-colons, periods, and dashes are used correctly; dialog is punctuated correctly

· Conventions of capitalization are followed correctly

· Appropriate format is followed with 11-12 pt font, double spacing, and heading in the upper left corner 
	

	6.
	Draft
	

	
	· Draft is complete and shows evidence of continued effort

· The essay’s organization has basic shape and structure

· The draft generally makes sense and is free from major errors in grammar and punctuation
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