HUMI 1: Creative Minds

Salamanca, Spain

Fall 2005

Professor: M. Reber
Email: rebermarrietta@fhda.edu

Class: M/W 9:30-11:10 a.m.
Web Site: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/reberm/

Course Texts

· HUMI 1 Course Reader compiled by M. Reber.

· A biography or autobiography on the creative artist of your choice. (100 page minimum)

Course Introduction

HUMI 1 is an introduction to the study of the creativity in human life—its sources, development, social settings, and accomplishments in human culture. We analyze creativity as a central source of meaning and purpose in our lives as well as a development of a person’s unique combination of human intelligences. Lives of generally recognized creative people from all over the world are examined with particular emphasis on a few Spanish artists. In addition, we will explore ways in which you can unlock your own individual creativity.

Course Objectives

In the course of taking this class, you will:

· Identify and explain the meaning and purpose of culture as well as the role that the Humanities, as expressions of human creativity, occupy within a culture.

· Assess and evaluate cognitive theories, including Gardner’s nine Multiple Intelligences, and their connection to creativity.

· Analyze and synthesize elements of creative personality and process.

· Examine and analyze the developmental stages of creative behavior.

· Examine and evaluate the biographies of creative people from a variety of academic, professional, and cultural domains.

· Recognize and analyze issues of equity in creativity, with specific focus on race, ethnicity, class, and gender throughout the world.

Course Evaluation

The point break down for grading in the course is shown in the table below:

	Assignment
	Points
	Score

	Quizzes (5 x 5 pts each)
	25
	

	Creativity Journal (5 x 10 pts each)
	50
	

	Creative Artist Essay
	100
	

	Creative Process Essay
	100
	

	Midterm
	50
	

	Final
	100
	

	Total
	425
	


You are evaluated on a 100% scale (90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, below 60 = F.)

Course Assignments

Quizzes.  You can plan on a pop quiz roughly once a week. Quizzes measure your preparation for class and your understanding of lecture and concepts covered. Quizzes are given at the beginning of class so do not be late. They are meant to reward you for your preparation and on-time attendance. I drop your lowest quiz score.

Creativity Journal.  You will write a series of five 1-2 page journal assignments in which you analyze, interpret, or practice some aspect of creativity relative to your experience in Spain. Journal topics will be announced in class before the date they are due. Six journals will be assigned and you must turn in five for grading. Journals must be typed unless otherwise specified by me and will be stamped at the beginning of class the day they are due. Unstamped journal entries can be submitted for final grading, but will be eligible for only half credit. The entire journal is due at the end of class and receives one grade overall.
Creative Artist Essay.  For this essay you will read a biography or autobiography of an artist (such as Vincent van Gogh: A Biography by Julius Meier-Graefe) and you will write an essay in which you explore at least two of the artist’s works in the context of his/her life. This essay should not be a detailed summary of the artist’s life, but rather a critical look at a couple of his or her pieces in the greater context of their creative life. Show how their creative process and their life experience helped to shape their artistic vision as revealed through the pieces you analyze. (4-5 pages is appropriate.)

Creative Process Essay.  You will write an essay in which you define the creative process artists go through to create a work of art. In addition to the essay, you will also create your own original work of art (such as a poem, painting, sculpture, song, etc.) and use it as the basis for the general theory you define on the stages of the creative process. The emphasis of the essay is explaining your theory and defining its stages in a general, theoretical maner, rather than providing a narrative of your own personal experience with your artwork. (You can use Betty Edward’s theory on creativity in your reader as an example, but you can not copy her theory/stages.) Be aware that I expect you to put forth real, continued effort on both the artwork and on your paper, but I will grade the quality of your paper more strictly than the quality of your artwork. So, feel free to experiment with creating your own masterpiece without worrying that your grade will suffer if the artistic creation turn out less spectacular than you hoped. Give the artwork your best shot and make sure the paper is solid. Both the paper and your creation are due in class. (4-5 pages is appropriate.)

Midterm and Final.  Exams measure your understanding and retention of course materials and usually consist of objective questions such as multiple choice, matching, and true/false.

Course Policies

Assignment Format.  All of your assignments must be typed (11-12 pt. font), double-spaced, stapled, include a title, and have the heading in the upper left-hand corner (line 1: your name; line 2: course title and my last name; line 3: assignment name; line 4: the date). The title of the assignment or essay should then appear centered on the very next line. 

Plagiarism and Cheating.  Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas in direct quote, paraphrase, or summary form and submitting them as your own. Students who plagiarize will be automatically failed for the quarter. Cheating of any kind is not tolerated and could result in you being failed or dropped from the course. Cheating includes talking during quizzes, claiming someone else’s work as your own, copying in any form, and doing anything that compromises your academic integrity. You are responsible to prove your work is your own.

Class Disruption Policy.  Disruptive behavior is not tolerated in class and could result in you being dropped from the class. Cell phones, pagers, CD players, etc. must be turned off during class. Should your cell phone ring during class, you are responsible for bringing treats for the entire class the following day.

Late Papers and Assignments.  Papers/assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you come late and turn in your assignment before the period ends, your grade for that assignment is dropped one letter grade. Assignments/papers are not accepted after the period has ended on the date due (except journals). I reserve the right to make exceptions to this policy at my discretion. Please talk to me if you have extenuating circumstances. I am much more likely to work with you if you have notified me in advance rather than after the fact.

Extra Credit.  I allow some extra credit. I’ll give you details in class.

Last Day to Drop with a “W.”  The last day to drop with a “W” is Friday, November 18st. 

Assistance.  For academic counseling, contact Renee McGinley at x. 5865 in S33B at mcginleyrenee@deanza.edu. For personal counseling, contact Veronica Avila at x. 5652 in ADM8C at avilaveronica@fhda.edu.

Grammar Help.  Consult a grammar book or visit: http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm. 

HUMI 1 Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due
	Assignments Due

	1
	9/26
	Course Introduction

Humanities

How to Look at Art
	“Three Days to See” by Helen Keller

Chapter 1: The Commonwealth of the Arts

Chapter 6: Aesthetic Judgment
	

	
	9/28
	Humanities

Prominent Artists
	Chapter 2: What are the Humanities?
	Journal 1: My 3 Days

	2
	10/3- 10/5
	
	Prepare to travel to Spain

Time in Madrid
	

	3
	10/10
	Creativity

The Creative Process
	“Defining Creativity for Everyone to See”

Chapter 3: Our Dual Nature

Chapter 4: The Creative Process
	Journal 2: A Creative Person’s Characteristics

	
	10/12
	Creativity

The Aesthetic Experience
	Chapter 5: The Aesthetic Experience
	

	4
	10/17
	Arts and the Artist
	“Journey to Nine Miles” by Walker

Chapter 7: Writing About the Arts
	

	
	10/19
	Visual Arts
	Chapter 14: Introduction to the Visual Arts
	Journal 3: Influential Artist/Work

	5
	10/24
	Painting

Multiple Intelligences
	Chapter 15: Form, Content, and Style in Painting

Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 1
	Creative Artist Draft

	
	10/26
	Multiple Intelligences
	Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 2
	Creative Artist Final

	6
	10/31
	Sculpture

Multiple Intelligences
	MIDTERM
Chapter 16: Introduction to Sculpture
	

	
	11/2
	Architecture
	Chapter 17: Introduction to Architecture

Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 3
	Journal 4: My Creativity

	7
	11/7
	Multiple Intelligences
	Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 4

Christianity and Islam in the Formation…
	

	
	11/9
	Multiple Intelligences
	Introduction to The Artist’s Way

Spiritual Electricity The Basic Principles
	Journal 5: Creative Process Idea

	8
	11/14
	Multiple Intelligences
	Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 12
	

	
	11/16
	Cultivating Your Creativity
	Multiple Intelligences: Chapter 13
	Creative Process Draft

	9
	11/21
	Cultivating Your Creativity
	
	

	
	11/23
	Creative Presentations
	
	Creative Process Final

	10
	11/28
	Review for Final
	
	Journal 6: Final Assessmt

Creativity Journal

	
	11/30
	
	FINAL EXAM
	


**This schedule is a working outline and is subject to changes and modifications at any point during the quarter. I reserve the right to make whatever changes I see fit to the above schedule, to add or delete reading or assignments, and to change topics at my discretion at any time.
M. Reber
9/15/2005
3

