EWRT 211:  Preparatory Reading and Writing Skills

Winter 2010
Professor: Reber
Phone: (408) 864-5565

Classroom: L65
Email: rebermarrietta@fhda.edu

Office:  L41    Hours: T/Th  6-6:50, W 5:30-6:20
Web Site: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/reberm/

Course Texts

· Visions Across the Americas, Warner and Hilliard, 6th Edition.

· A College level dictionary such as Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, G. & C. Merriam Co., 1990.

Course Introduction

This course helps you develop skills that are necessary to succeed at college-level reading and writing. We practice using principles and techniques to help you write effective responses to critical questions about course readings and related issues. You must successfully complete 211 (Pass the Final Portfolio) to take EWRT 1A.
Course Objectives

In the course of taking this class, you will:

· Read and analyze a variety of college-level texts, predominantly expository.

· Develop topics and ideas for essays; write and support thesis statements; organize ideas in essays.

· Identify and practice writing for different audiences and purposes.
· Practice a variety of rhetorical strategies to develop a foundation for handling many writing tasks.

· Practice writing as a multi-step process with particular attention to planning and revision.
· Practice composing organized, developed essays that increase in complexity ending at the transfer level.

· Proofread for recurrent usage and sentence-level errors.

Course Evaluation

The point break down for grading in the course is shown in the table below:

	Assignment
	Points

	Quizzes (8 x 5 pts each)
	40

	Journal
	60

	Essays (5 x 100 pts each)
	500

	Total
	600


You must earn a minimum of 75% of the total points shown above to submit a portfolio for evaluation. If you do not earn at least 75% of the total points, you can not submit a portfolio and must repeat EWRT 211. If you earn at least 75%, the portfolio you submit will determine your final grade for the class. (See Portfolio below.) The portfolio will be evaluated by a committee of English instructors who will determine if your writing demonstrates your readiness for EWRT 1A. If two members of the portfolio evaluation committee determine you are ready for EWRT 1A you will receive a grade of PASS for EWRT 211. If two evaluators determine your writing does not yet indicate readiness for EWRT 1A, you will receive a NO PASS for EWRT 211.
Course Assignments

Quizzes.  You can plan on a pop quiz roughly once a week. These quizzes measure your preparation for class and understanding of concepts covered. Quizzes are given at the beginning of class so do not be late.  They are meant to reward you for your preparation and your on-time attendance. I drop your two lowest quiz scores.
Journal.  You will keep a course journal where you write responses to questions or ideas discussed in class or specified readings. You may be creative in your journal with drawings, photographs, etc. as long as they relate to the topic. Journals should be typed unless otherwise specified and will be stamped at the beginning of class the day they are due. Unstamped journals can be submitted for final grading, but will be eligible for only half credit. The entire journal is due at the end of class for grading and receives one grade overall. Do not lose entries!
Essays.  You will write five essays during the quarter. Each essay should be organized and written clearly. Pay close attention to style and mechanics and writing skills we discuss in class. Careful proofreading and correct grammar and punctuation are crucial. Be sure to use sound analytical thinking when required.

The essays you will write include:
· Narrative Essay. This essay is based on your personal experience and may incorporate aspects of other narratives we have studied in class. Choose a significant event or time in your life and retell the story as if happening in the present with enough description to make the reader feel he/she is there. (3+ pages)
· Compare/Contrast  Essay (in-class). This essay demonstrates your ability to compare and contrast two or more ideas, works, objects, approaches, theories, etc. (3 pages)
· Persuasive Argument Essay. In this essay, you will take a position on a topic, issue, idea, theory, event, etc. and try to persuasively convince your reader to adopt your viewpoint. (3 pages)
· Classification/Division Essay (in-class). In this essay you will demonstrate your ability to classify and present information in an organized manner. (3 pages)
· Reflective Essay.  In this essay, you will reflect on what you learned in the class and how your writing has improved. This essay is your introduction to the Portfolio Evaluation Committee and must convince them you are ready for EWRT 1A. Outline lessons you have learned and offer as evidence specific examples from your work, referring especially to essays in your portfolio. (500 words = at least 2 pages)
You are required to share with peer reviewers a thesis statement (or other pre-writing exercise) and a draft for each essay. These prewriting assignments must be turned in with the final essay (staple them behind the final) or you receive a 10% deduction on the final essay. Your grade on the essay is affected by the quality of your draft. Each essay will receive a grade of Mastery (M), Competence (Comp), or NP (Not Passing). M and Comp grades will also indicate points earned. NP essays must be rewritten or no points will be awarded for that essay.
Portfolio.  If eligible, you submit a portfolio that includes three essays: one in-class essay, the personal narrative or persuasive essay, and the reflective essay. Choose wisely from your essays to earn a PASS for the course.
Course Policies and Procedures

Assignment Format.  All of your assignments must be typed (12 pt. Font), double-spaced, stapled, include a title, and have the heading in the upper left hand corner (line 1: your name; line 2: course title and my last name; line 3: assignment name; line 4: the date). When turning in essays, staple the draft and final together-final on top.

Plagiarism and Cheating.  Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas in direct quote, paraphrase, or summary form and submitting them as your own. Plagiarism may result in automatic failure for the quarter. Cheating of any kind is not tolerated and could result in you being failed or dropped from the course at any time.

Class Disruption Policy.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated in class and could result in you being dropped from the class. Cell phones, pagers, CD players, etc. must be turned off during class. Should your cell phone ring during class, you will be responsible for bringing treats for the entire class the following day.

Late Papers and Assignments.  Papers/assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you come late and turn in your assignment before the period ends, your grade for that assignment will be dropped one letter grade. Assignments/papers will not be accepted after the period has ended on the date due (except journals). I reserve the right to make exceptions to this policy at my discretion. Please talk to me if you have extenuating circumstances. I am much more likely to work with you if you have notified me in advance rather than after the fact.

Attendance and Tardiness.  Quizzes and assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you are late, you will not be allowed to make up the quiz. Excessive unexcused absences (more than 2) could result in you being dropped from the class at any time as could more than 1 unexcused absence during the first week of class. Two unexcused tardies = one unexcused absence. I reserve the right to make exceptions to this policy at my discretion. Please talk to me if you have an emergency. I am more likely to excuse you if you have notified me in advance.

Paper Rewrites.  If you receive a grade of NP (Not Passing) for any essay, you are required to rewrite that essay and turn it in (along with the previous version) within one week of receiving the returned essay or you get a 0.
Extra Credit.  I may allow some extra credit. I will give you details in advance on extra credit opportunities.

Last Day to Drop with a “W.”  The last day to drop with a “W” is Friday, February 26th. No automatic Ws. 
Assistance.  For academic counseling, contact Renee McGinley at x. 5865 or at mcginleyrenee@deanza.edu. 
For personal counseling, contact Adrienne Pierre Charles at x. 8784 or at pierreadrienne@fhda.edu.

Writing Help.  For drop-in tutoring, see the Writing and Reading Center (WRC) in ATC 309 or visit http://faculty.deanza.edu/writingcenter. For online tutoring, visit the Online Writing Assistance Center at http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/writingcenter/. For ongoing skills help, see the Tutorial Center in L-47. For help with speaking or pronunciation, visit the Listening and Speaking Lab or join Cross Cultural Partners (CCP) in ATC 304.
EWRT 211 Schedule (7th Edition)
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due
	Assignments Due

	1
	1/5
	Course Introduction/ Identity

Communicating and Language
	 “A Tapestry of Hope” by Houston
	

	
	1/7
	Prewriting Strategies

Narration
	VAA p. 1-3, 9-11, 31-35, 148-149
“Freewriting” by Peter Elbow

“The Joy of Writing” by Bradbury

“My Mother’s English” by Tan
	J1: Identity Assignment

	2
	1/12
	Narration
	VAA p. 19-24, 53-55, 96-97
“Ghosts” by Maxine Hong Kingston

“Journey to 9 Miles” by Walker
	Narrative Brainstorm

J2: Visual Portrait

	
	1/14
	Using Description

Personal Narrative Workshop
	VAA  p. 24-31, 98-101, 148-149
“Champion of the World” by Angelou

“Confessions of a Quit Addict” by Graham

“Salvation” by Hughes
	Narrative Paper Draft 

J3: Description (in-class)

Song Extra Credit

	3
	1/19
	Understanding the Essay
	VAA p. 17-19, 150-153, 188-189
	Narrative Paper Final

	
	1/21
	Comparison and Contrast
	VAA p. 267-272, 305-306
“The Lean and Hungry Look” by Britt
	J4: Compare/Contrast

	4
	1/26
	Comparison and Contrast
	“Education” by E.B. White

In-Class Essay Reading--TBA
	Compare/Contrast Thesis

	
	1/28
	Comparison and Contrast
	“They Shut My Grandmother’s…Door” by Lam
	Compare/Contrast Outline

	5
	2/2
	In-Class Essay
	
	J5: Argumentation

	
	2/4
	Argumentation and Persuasion
	VAA  p. 436-442, 483-485, 486-489, 524
“Women Are Better Drivers” by McGinely
“In Defense of Splitting Up” by Ehrenreich
	Persuasive Thesis

	6
	2/9
	Argumentation and Persuasion
	“Drugs” by Gore Vidal

Assigned Articles
	Persuasive Draft

	
	2/11
	Argumentation and Persuasion
	Assigned Articles
	Persuasive Final

	7
	2/16
	Division and Classification
	VAA  p. 307-309, 350-351                                                                                                                                              
 “A Few Kind Words…Superstition” by Davies
	J6: Division and Classification

	
	2/18
	Division and Classification
	“The Ways of Meeting Oppression” by King


	Division/Classification Thesis

	8
	2/23
	Division and Classification
	In-Class Essay Reading--TBA
	Classification/Division

Outline

	
	2/25
	In-Class Essay
	
	J7: Reflections

	9
	3/2
	Reflective Essay
	TBD
	

	
	3/4
	Reflective Essay
	TBD
	Reflective Essay Draft

	10
	3/9
	Portfolio Preparation
	TBD
	Reflective Essay

	
	3/11
	Portfolio Preparation
	TBD
	

	11
	3/16
	Portfolio Preparation
	TBD
	

	
	3/18
	Portfolio Preparation
	
	PORTFOLIO DUE

	12
	3/26
	4-6 p.m.
	FINAL
	


**This schedule is a working outline and is subject to change at any point during the quarter. I reserve the right to add or delete reading or assignments, and to change topics at my discretion at any time.

M. Reber
1/6/2010
3

