EWRT 1A: Composition and Reading

EWRT 2: Critical Reading, Writing, and Thinking

Salamanca, Spain: Fall 2005

Professor:  M. Reber
Email:  rebermarrietta@fhda.edu

Class:  M/W 11:30-1:40
Web Site:  http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/reberm/

Course Texts

· The School of the Sun by Ana Maria Matute.

· Three Exemplary Novels by Miguel de Unamuno.

· Writing With Style: Conversations on the Art of Writing by John R. Trimble. 2nd Edition.

· EWRT 1A/2 Course Reader compiled by M. Reber.

Course Introduction

This course helps you develop reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. We will examine closely a variety of texts (personal, popular, literary, professional, academic) with a specific emphasis on Spanish texts. We will identify common rhetorical strategies used in the writing of others and examine how to implement effective strategies in our own writing. We will identify components of essay writing and learn how to compose clear, well-organized, and well-developed essays, with varying purposes and audiences, from personal to academic.

Course Objectives

In the course of taking this class, you will:

· Compare various kinds of texts and levels of discourse and identify the role of academic writing.

· Read diverse narrative and expository texts and analyze them from a variety of perspectives.

· Distinguish between direct perception and inference, between “literal” reading and interpretation.

· Generate ideas and topics for essays; integrate and organize ideas.

· Formulate and support logical arguments and theses by articulating analyses and interpretations.

· Develop personal style/voice appropriate to purpose and audience.

· Identify and practice common rhetorical strategies used in academic writing.

· Practice writing as a multi-step process, with particular attention to planning and revision.

· Compose clear, organized, developed essays for varying purposes and audiences, personal to academic.

Course Evaluation

The point break down for grading in the course is shown in the table below:

	Assignment
	Points
	Score

	Quizzes (5 x 5 pts each)
	25
	

	Journal (5 x 10 pts each)
	50
	

	Essays (3 x 100 pts each)
	300
	

	Final Project
	75
	

	Total
	450
	


You are evaluated on a 100% scale (90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, below 60 = F.)

Course Assignments

Quizzes. You can plan on a pop quiz roughly once a week. Quizzes measure your preparation for class and your understanding of lecture and concepts covered. Quizzes are given at the beginning of class so do not be late. They are meant to reward you for your preparation and your on-time attendance. I drop your lowest quiz score.

Journal. You will keep a course journal in which you write responses to particular questions or ideas explored in class, in specified readings, or in the field. Journal assignments usually require you to respond to some specific experience in Spain. Journals must be typed unless otherwise specified by me and will be stamped at the beginning of class the day they are due. Unstamped journal entries can still be submitted for final grading, but will be eligible for only half credit. 6 journals will be assigned and you must turn in 5 for final grading. The entire journal is due at the end of class and receives one grade overall. 

Essays. You will be required to write three essays during the course. In each of these essays pay close attention to style and mechanics and implement the writing skills we learn in class. Each essay must be typed and must be organized and written clearly. Careful proofreading and correct grammar and punctuation usage are crucial. Three to five pages is appropriate for each. Use MLA format. Each essay is explained below:

· Narrative Essay. This essay is based on your personal experience and is a creative rendering of actual events that happened to you. You may chose to write on some aspect of your identity in a world context.

· Argumentative Essay. In this essay you must take a stand on a particular issue or topic and use rhetorical devices to persuade your reader to share your viewpoint. An analysis of the opposing side of your argument is necessary to convincingly present your position. At least 3 sources are required.

· Textual Analysis. This essay utilizes the writing and rhetorical skills you have learned to analyze a text. It must be a careful critique of elements and literary devices within the work, rather than a touchy-feely response. The analysis must have a clear thesis and solid support and be organized effectively. You may select one or more of our assigned readings as the subject. At least 3 secondary sources are required.

Final Project. You will work within a group to create a final project. This project will examine some aspect of the theme being a U.S. citizen/resident abroad. Specific project requirements differ as follows:

· EWRT 1A Students. In your group you will create a 15-minute creative presentation for the class on some aspect of the theme. The presentation should be both critical and entertaining. You must use two outside sources and turn in a written piece of at least three pages with an additional works cited page.

· EWRT 2 Students. In your group you will write a 5-7 page research paper on some aspect of our theme. You must use 5 research sources and include a works cited page. In addition, you must create a visual collage that coincides with your research paper that you will present to the class.

Course Policies

Assignment Format.  All of your assignments must be typed (11-12 pt. font), double-spaced, stapled, include a title, and have the heading in the upper left-hand corner (line 1: your name; line 2: course title and my last name; line 3: assignment name; line 4: the date). The title of the assignment or essay should then appear centered on the very next line. For journals, please identify the number of the journal in the title.

Plagiarism and Cheating. Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas in direct quote, paraphrase, or summary form and submitting them as your own. Students who plagiarize will be automatically failed for the quarter. Cheating of any kind is not tolerated and could result in you being failed or dropped from the course. Cheating includes talking during quizzes, claiming someone else’s work as your own, copying in any form, and doing anything that compromises your academic integrity. You are responsible to prove your work is your own.

Class Disruption Policy.  Disruptive behavior is not tolerated in class and could result in you being dropped from the class. Cell phones, pagers, CD players, etc. must be turned off during class. Should your cell phone ring during class, you are responsible for bringing treats for the entire class the following day.

Late Papers and Assignments.  Papers/assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you come late and turn in your assignment before the period ends, your grade for that assignment is dropped one letter grade. Assignments/papers are not accepted after the period has ended on the date due (except journals). I reserve the right to make exceptions to this policy at my discretion. Please talk to me if you have extenuating circumstances. I am much more likely to work with you if you have notified me in advance rather than after the fact.

Attendance and Tardiness. Quizzes and assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you are late, you are not allowed to make up the quiz. Excessive unexcused absences (more than 2) could result in you being dropped from the class at any time as could more than 1 unexcused absence during the first week of class. Two unexcused tardies = one unexcused absence. I reserve the right to make exceptions to this policy at my discretion. Please talk to me if you have an emergency. I am more likely to excuse you if you have notified me in advance.

Extra Credit.  I allow some extra credit. I’ll give you details in class.

Last Day to Drop with a “W.”  The last day to drop with a “W” is Friday, November 18st. 

Assistance.  For academic counseling, contact Renee McGinley at x. 5865 in S33B at mcginleyrenee@deanza.edu. For personal counseling, contact Veronica Avila at x. 5652 in ADM8C at avilaveronica@fhda.edu.

Grammar Help.  See the Tutorial Center in L-47 or visit: http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm. 

EWRT 1A / EWRT 2 Schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due
	Assignments Due

	1
	9/26
	Course Introduction/

Your Identity
	“Journey to 9 Miles” by Alice Walker

“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan

Ch 1: Thinking Well-Trimble
	

	
	9/28
	Personal Narratives/

Brainstorming
	“And of Clay Are We Created” by Allende

Ch 2: Getting Launched –Trimble
	J1: Identity Assignment

	2
	10/3- 10/5
	
	Prepare to travel to Spain

Time in Madrid
	

	3
	10/10
	Personal Narrative
	School of the Sun by Ana Maria Matute
	Narrative Brainstorm

	
	10/12
	Personal Narratives
	Ch 7: Readability – Trimble
	Narrative Draft

	4
	10/17
	Essay Structure/

Principles of Argumentation
	Selected Articles

Ch 6: Diction – Trimble
	Narrative Final w/ draft and brainstorm

	
	10/19
	Argumentative Issues
	Selected Articles

Ch 3: Openers – Trimble
	

	5
	10/24
	Argumentative Issues
	Selected Articles

Ch 4: Middles – Trimble
	

	
	10/26
	Argumentative Issues

Documenting Resources
	Ch 5: Closers – Trimble

Act 1 of Blood Wedding by Lorca
	Argumentative Thesis Statement

	6
	10/31
	Argumentative Issues

Revising
	Ch 10: Revising – Trimble

Acts 2-3 of Blood Wedding by Lorca
	Argumentative Essay Draft

	
	11/2
	Drama and Plot Structure
	Ch 11: Proofreading - Trimble

Novel by Unamuno
	Argumentative Final

	7
	11/7
	Textual Analysis
	Novel by Unamuno

Ch 9: Critical Analysis
	

	
	11/9
	Textual Analysis

Philosophy and You
	Introduction to Unamuno

Tragic Sense of Life excerpt by Unamuno
	Textual Analysis Thesis Statement

	8
	11/14
	Philosophy and You

Group Presentation

Research Paper
	Tragic Sense of Life excerpt by Unamuno
	Textual Analysis Draft

	
	11/16
	Philosophy and You
	Tragic Sense of Life excerpt by Unamuno
	Textual Analysis Final

	9
	11/21
	Philosophy and You
	Tragic Sense of Life excerpt by Unamuno
	

	
	11/23
	Philosophy and You
	Poetry by Lorca
	1: Group Presentation Idea

2: Research Paper Thesis

	10
	11/28
	Group Presentation/Paper
	Poetry by Lorca
	2: Research Paper Draft

	
	11/30
	
	FINAL EXAM
	1: Group Presentations

2: Final Research Paper


**This schedule is a working outline and is subject to changes and modifications at any point during the quarter. I reserve the right to make whatever changes I see fit to the above schedule, to add or delete reading or assignments, and to change topics at my discretion at any time.
M. Reber
9/19/2005
1

