EWRT 1B, Honors 
J. Quigley, Winter 2012 

Group Presentation (100 possible points)

In groups of 5 students will be asked to generate critical and thematic ideas from the assigned reading and facilitate a class discussion complete with analytical questions, passage analysis, and a free-writing prompt.

1. Prepare 5 discussion questions based on the assigned reading. Questions should work to encourage a robust discussion. In other words, ask probing, open-ended, and interesting questions. Consider how the literary and critical terms are used in application within the text. Consider the character development, language, images, and themes. You are encouraged to make connections to other readings or global themes within the text. The questions must be typed and will be projected overhead for the class to see.     

2. Prepare a close reading of a passage (a few paragraphs at the most). The group members should be ready to discuss why the paragraph is important to the overarching themes within the text(s) and/or related to larger contexts. Furthermore, the group should address how that themes/ideas are conveyed through the language of the passage. The passage will be read aloud to the class, the group will present their interpretation, and then open the discussion to the class. 
3. Prepare a free-writing prompt for the class. Think about what ideas or themes you want the class to explore more critically through writing. You can ask students to respond directly to a passage, a question or idea(s) you pose, or even ask students to write using a specific format or style (one that mimics the author’s writing style or character’s thinking, like stream of consciousness, perhaps). Be creative. Students will have an opportunity to share responses to the class and responses will be collected. 
4. The group will write a brief summary of who completed what tasks for the presentation in order to demonstrate an equitable distribution of work and collaborative interaction. All members of the group must sign this document. Given the nature of this assignment, you will be asked to work collaborative, but it’s not essential that you meet for extended periods outside of class. Organization and communication is key to successful presentations. Make sure to get the contact information for all the members of your group. Except for rare circumstances, all members of the group will receive the same grade.

