EWRT 1B, Honors 
J. Quigley, Winter Quarter 2012
Unit #2: The Short Story and Essay Art:

Theme, Tone, and Point of View

Essay #2: Thematic Literary Analysis of More Stories We Tell
Assignment:

This assignment asks you to construct a thematic analysis of one or more of the short stories. The essay should have a specific focus that works to interrogate the text(s) with detailed analysis. Your analysis must use textual evidence to support your thinking. Please be original and creative. Risk–taking and instructive. Please think deeply about the text(s) and your ideas to avoid general observations or claims. A critical essay requires focusing on a specific idea about the text(s) and carefully building an argument to prove this idea with the identification and analysis of textual elements. You will apply the analytical tools and literary/critical terms employed in class discussion to establish, structure, develop, and prove your argument. 

Structure:

The essay must be thesis-driven, meaning you’ll present a specific and focused central argument/claim and all of your thinking and evidence should work to support it in a unified and well-developed fashion. You can use the tradition academic model where the thesis is presented in the introduction and all the body paragraphs connect back to support the thesis. Or you can try the “evolving thesis” model, which is a little trickier. Let me know if you have questions about either model.

Style:

Now that we’ve discussed sentence variety and voice, try to incorporate your own unique style in your writing. Think about how the writers we’ve read (and student examples from our class) use style. Review and consider Trimble and Dickerson’s ideas about writing as you work on your essay.

General Sample Topics:

You are invited to use any of the topics below, combine topics, or you are encouraged to develop your own topic that’s interesting to you. If you’re not sure how to choose a topic, pick the story that is most compelling to you. Remember, the more focused, specific, and clear your thesis, the easier you essay will be to prove with analysis.

1. How light and dark operate as metaphors in Lahiri’s “A Temporary Matter”

2. The construction of tone in Oate’s “Love, Forever”

3. How point of view is established and shifts in Erdrich’s “The Shawl” 

4. How voice is used in both Bambara’s “The Lesson” and Jen’s “Who’s Irish?” to construct characterization.

5. A symbolic comparison between the dilapidated frat house, Eugene’s cystic fibrosis, and/or dance in Moore’s “Dance in America”

6. How internalized oppression operates in Cisneros’ “Never Marry a Mexican”

7. A allegorical comparison between the shawl in Erdich’s story and the bridge in Munroe’s story

8. The thematic use of subversive female power in Cisneros’ story.

9. The construction of tone in Oates’ “Love, Forever”

Requirements:

1. 4-6 typed, size 12 font, double-spaced, stapled pages with an interesting title

2. A thesis-focused analysis

3. Organization (relationship between the thesis and the analysis, relationship between evidence and thinking, and paragraph cohesion and focus

4. Development (detailed analytical thinking in response to quotes and ideas about and within the text; at least 4 quotes following MLA format)

5. Writing (consider voice, style, sentence variety and construction, and both Trimble and Dickerson’s ideas about writing

Essay is due on Thursday 2/16
