EWRT 1B, Honors

J. Quigley, Winter 2012

Unit #1:The Novel and the Writer:

Character Development, Analytical Lens, Cause and Effect

Essay #1: Literary Critical Analysis of Toni Morrison’s Sula
This assignment asks you to develop a cohesive critical analysis of one central question or observation in Morrison’s Sula. The essay should have a specific focus that works to interrogate the text with detailed analysis. Your analysis must use textual evidence to support your thinking. Please be original and creative. Risk-taking and instructive. Please think deeply about the text and your ideas to avoid general observations or claims. A critical essay requires focusing on a specific idea about the text and carefully building an argument to prove this idea with the identification and analysis of textual elements. You will apply the analytical tools and literary/critical terms employed in class discussion to establish, structure, develop, and prove your argument.

You may select from the below topics, or you’re invited to combine topics or develop your own. Remember, your “thesis” or central argument/claim should be specific and focused; and although it doesn’t necessarily need to be presented at the beginning of your essay, all of your thinking and evidence should work to support it in a unified and well-developed fashion. Don’t feel like you have to answer all the questions listed below in the essay topic options, but instead use the questions to help develop your thinking to construct, and ultimately prove, your thesis.

1. Write an analysis about the tension between good and evil. How are these binaries explored and, at times, combined/reversed? What does this reveal about characters (Sula, Nel, The Bottom), irony, and/or constructions of oppression?

2. Write an analysis of the gender constructions. How does Morrison characterize masculinity in opposition to femininity? What is revealed about the tension between domesticity and sexuality? Power and victimhood?

3. Write a thematic analysis of mothering. How does the lineage of love/rejection work to shape the characterizations and cause/effect of the plot? Themes of sexuality and freedom and limitations?  Consider ego-ideal.

4. Write an analysis of a metaphor/symbol/image. Consider Sula’s birthmark, birds, fire/water, mirrors (remember Lacan), colors, the gray ball of dust/fur, natural world, Sula’s childhood belt, and on and on. Many possibilities here.

5. Write an analysis of the character names. Think about the nuanced meanings of the names (historical, biblical) and the words themselves (Wright, Plum, Peace, Boyboy) and even the misunderstanding of names in connection to identity (Helene vs. Helen and Ajax vs. A. Jacks). You may have to do some research for this option.

6. Write an analysis of the systemic oppression of The Bottom. Consider internalized oppression as well as institutionalized oppression. Think about the origin and name of The Bottom, the non-linear construction (destruction in opening), the rejection of Sula, National Suicide Day (the tunnel site as a metaphor).

Requirements:

1. 4-6 typed, size 12 font, double-spaced, stapled pages with an interesting title

2. A thesis-focused analysis

3. Organization (relationship between the thesis and the analysis, relationship between evidence and thinking, and paragraph cohesion and focus)

4. Development (detailed analytical thinking in response to quotes and ideas about and within the text; at least 4 quotes following MLA format)

5. Writing (consider voice, style, sentence variety and construction, and Trimble and Dickerson’s ideas about writing)

Writing Process Due Dates:

1. Working thesis (thesis wheel): Thur 1/19

2. Draft (peer review or WRC recommended but not required): Thur 10/26 (no class)

3. Essay Due: Friday 1/27 by noon in my office F 61-J or campus mailbox

