EWRT 200

Paper #2: The Stories We Tell

Personal Narrative Analysis

From our readings and discussions, we have examined many ways that writers tell their stories. Through imagery, diction, metaphors, and memories of conflict, victory, love, pride, the stories reveal an awareness or discovery about the writer’s understanding of life. Although the stories and characters are different, all the writers have come to some significance from their story—an epiphany or lesson learned about themselves and the world around them. This assignment asks you to tell your own story. The story should be detailed and descriptive, cover a finite amount of time, tell the story of an actual event that leads to a discovery or greater understanding at the end. Or you can write an analysis of any of the stories/poems we’re read or any story from Sudden Fiction Latino. All of your ideas and examples will support your one main claim or opinion about the story.
Please select ONE option to develop into a paper:
Option #1: Tell a story about any event that was meaningful to you. The lesson, realization, epiphany or moral of the story will the thesis.
Option #2: Choose one of the texts we read for class and write a response to it. Your main idea/opinion about the story will be the thesis.

Example Outline for Option #1

Thesis (central claim that all PIE paragraphs will connect to): 

The December day—2 weeks before Christmas—that my parents told me they were getting divorced I realized how complicated love and family are, and how even if you’re good, Santa doesn’t always bring you what you want. I learned the difference between expecting the world to work in your favor with love and big presents, and surviving when you get nothing, and ultimately learning how to make happiness for yourself.

Support Ideas (PIE paragraphs):

1. Description of the Christmas anticipation—getting a tree, Christmas songs on the radio, making a list for Santa.

2. The day they told me, and how I felt like Christmas would never come again. Running to my room. Crying, confused, lonely.

3. The small happinesses in the days that followed that I learned to appreciate and understand. Real Christmas spirit. Shifting definition of happiness and self-discovery.

Example Outline for Option #2

Thesis (central claim that all PIE paragraphs will connect to):

In both the stories “Barbie-Q” and “The House on Mango St” by Sandra Cisneros, the narrator’s childlike point of view explores important adult themes of class with a tragic innocence.

Support Ideas (PIE paragraphs):
1. In both stories, the narrator wishes for things that are important to a child, like what she sees on television and clothes for her Barbie, which just reveals her innocence.

2. In both stories, the tone of the ending is very sad because it shows childlike innocence and ultimate disappointment in the future.

3. In “The House on Mango St” the nun represents the adult world that will continue to judge the little girl based on class.

4. In “Barbie-Q” the little girl fascination with Barbie’s clothes only reveals a future of longing for material things that are just out of reach.

5. I can relate to both stories because of my feelings of hope and shame around money during my own childhood.

Assignment Requirements:

1. At least 3 PIE PARAGRAPHS
2. An additional (non-PIE) PARAGRAPH containing the THESIS; this paragraph can be before or after the 3 PIE Paragraphs.

3. At least 1 QUOTE SANDWICH
4. Use of SUBORDINTION and COORDINATION sentences

5. An interesting TITLE
6. TYPED, size 12 font, double-spaced

