EWRT 211

Preparatory Reading and Writing

           

            5 Units
Instructor: Jill Quigley

Phone: (408) 864-5564


Office: F61-J

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12-1 and by appointment
E-mail: quigleyjill@fhda.edu

Website: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/quigleyjill
About This Course:

EWRT 211 is a 5 unit course, preparatory to English 1A, with an emphasis on expository and analytical writing, multi-genre reading, critical and creative thinking. In this course you will learn how to develop and formulate your ideas and then convey them in well-organized college essays. 

Academic Support:
The Writing and Reading Center (ATC 309) offers a variety of support services to help improve your writing such as weekly individual tutoring (complete application) and drop-in tutoring, plus workshops and directed learning activities. All services are free! http://deanza.edu/studentsuccess/writing-reading-center/
Course Goals:

1. Write focused and well-developed essays based on a thesis.

2. Construct analytical thesis statements and prove them with evidence.

3. Read a variety of texts (fiction, poetry, non-fiction, graphic novel, film, memoir) and develop your own analytical and creative thinking in response.

4. Practice writing as a multi-step process with particular attention to pre-writing and revision. 

5. Develop awareness of individual writing and reading process. 

6. Read actively.

7. Identify and practice writing for different audiences and purposes.

8. Create interesting introductions, great conclusions, and engaging titles.

9. Express individual ideas through writing; work to create your own voice.

10. Use quotes as textual evidence in support of thesis.

11. Learn use of cool academic vocabulary; learn how to write different kinds of sentences.

12. Develop an eye for uses of tone, style, humor, and irony (both as a reader and writer).

13. Proofread for sentence-level errors.

14. Think. Read. Write. Talk.

15. Become inspired by language.

Class Texts:

  1. American Born Chinese, by Gene Luen Yang

  2. Stealing Buddha’s Dinner, by Bich Minh Nguyen

  3. The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger

  4. Easy Writer 4th ed. by Andrea Lunsford

  5. Life in a Day (2011, documentary) directed by Kevin Macdonald and Natalia     Andreadis
  6.  A dictionary or download the free app from dictionary.com 

  7.  A course binder or large folder for papers, notes, handouts, as well as outlines and               all drafts of papers.

Writing Assignments
The class is divided into five thematic units. For each unit you will read a variety of texts, write journal responses, and discuss the ideas as a class and in small groups. All writing assignments are a multiple step process: brainstorming/free-writing, drafting, outlining, peer-response, and revision. All essays are worth 100 points.

Unit 1: Where Have You Been, Where Are You Going: Diagnostic, Resources, Icebergs, and Academic Inventory 

Unit 2: Life in a Day: Visual Literacy, Analysis, Collage, Thesis
Unit 3: Stealing Buddha’s Dinner: Food, Culture, Identity, Voice
Unit 4: American Born Chinese: Memoir, Graphics, Double-Consciousness
Unit 5: Speaking the Truth: Holden Caufield and YOU=Reflective Writing 
Reading Journal

Throughout the quarter you will keep a journal—totaling a minimum of 8 responses (25 points each, 200 points total). Journal responses are an opportunity to reflect on the assigned reading, offer your interpretation/understanding, pose questions, make connections to other readings/ideas, and your own experiences. You are encouraged to be creative and original. The journal should represent your voice, your opinions. Since journal writing is often where ideas are born, consider the journal as a place to practice pre-writing strategies (clustering/mapping, listing, free-writing) as an important step in the writing process. Sometimes you will share your responses in small groups. The only requirements for the journal response: 1 full page (typed or written) in response to the reading and 1 new vocabulary word (with definition and sentence). Journals will be reviewed Week 5 and Week 10.   

Conferences:

All students have different gifts and goals. In an ideal world, this class would have only one student so I could focus directly on each student’s particular learning style and writing/reading process. But since there are 25 students in the class, I will meet with each of you during a scheduled one-on-one conference to help specifically direct your success. Conferences will take place in my office during class time at least once during the quarter. 
Participation:

Collaborative learning requires your participation in group and class discussion; your class “presence” will be public and is graded regularly. Plan on being prepared and involved in class. We are a community of writers and thinkers who will learn from our engagement and sharing with each other. 

Attendance:

Attendance every day is required and all class time counts. Writing, reading, and critical thinking are skills that improve through constant practice. Students who attend class regularly are much more likely to succeed. A strict attendance policy will be followed. Students who are absent are responsible for all announcements made, assignments given, and material covered. Students are also responsible for turning in all assignments on time. After your 4th absence, you may be withdrawn from the class. Note: If you are absent any day the first week, I will drop you to give your spot to a wait-listed student.
Final Portfolio

The final for this class will be a portfolio of your writing, which will include one in-class essay, one analytical essay, and one essay reflecting on your growth as a writer throughout the quarter. Your portfolio will be evaluated by THREE English instructors (including your instructor) who will determine if your writing demonstrates readiness for EWRT 1A. If two members of the portfolio evaluation committee determine you are ready for EWRT 1A, you will receive a grade of PASS for EWRT 211. If two evaluators determine your writing does not yet indicate readiness for EWRT 1A, you will receive a NOT PASSING grade for EWRT 211. 

In order to submit a portfolio for evaluation, you must first satisfactorily complete the other work of this class. That will require turning in all the essays, and revising any essays that do not receive a passing score. In addition, you must earn at least 70 out of a possible 100 points on all other work in the class (attendance, participation, group work, class discussion, journal, reading assignments).

College Conduct:

A disruptive student will be asked to leave class. Administrative follow-up may result. De Anza College will enforce all policies in the Standards of Student Conduct. Cell phones are considered disruptive. If you are the caregiver of a family member, please discuss this policy with me for clarification. A pattern of consistent tardiness is also disruptive behavior.


Academic Honesty:

I am interested in your ideas as well as how clearly you can discuss the ideas of others. If you use the ideas of anyone else, acknowledge your source immediately in parentheses.  If you use the words of a source, use quotation marks and acknowledge the source. In general, plagiarism automatically results in an F for the entire course. Having someone else completely correct your grammar is also a form of plagiarism. If you are uncertain about the rules for using a source, come to see me before you turn in the assignment. 

Additional Notes: 

1. This is an adult level course; therefore, the subject matter of readings, film clips, and discussions will contain adult material and will not be censored.

2. If you have any special circumstances which you feel will influence your performance in this class (a diagnosed learning disability, a physical disability, or anything at all that might interfere with your learning), please come speak to me as soon as possible—I will create a learning environment that works for you.

3. I believe that education is a human right, regardless of immigration status. If you need information about how your immigration status can affect your access to education, please feel free to talk to me. I may be able to help. 

4. As a writer, I understand the challenges of writing. I also know the rewards of writing are limitless and far exceed the struggles. Two vital keys to your success: engaging in writing as a process and becoming inspired by language. I believe in your success. Please let me know when you have questions about our work. We are a community of writers who support each other. JQ
 

