EWRT 211 / J. Quigley
Essay #2 Assignment: American Born Chinese 

In-Class Critical Analysis

From journal responses, class discussions, group work, and your own thinking, you have worked to analyze the characters, images, themes, and social commentary in Yang’s American Born Chinese. This assignment asks you to combine your knowledge and experiences with the critical thinking and writing skills your have learned into an analytical essay about the book.

Thesis Examples:
1. The Monkey King uses his strengths—power and dedication—to fight the greatest demon: his insecurity and arrogance. 
2. The theme of friendship is important throughout the book because without feeling both loneliness and loyalty the characters Jin and Wei-Chen don’t really understand their own identity. 
3. Throughout the book, the two metaphors of “transformer” and “turtle” work to construct the character of Jin. 
4. All three of the protagonists learn that they must accept themselves before others will accept them. Unfortunately, they all must first struggle before they understand the lesson. After moving to another culture, this is something I can absolutely relate to.
5. Yang uses the character Chin-Kee to highlight the unfair stereotypes of Chinese identity in order to create understanding, and hopefully resolution to racism. 
6. In some respect, all of the characters are faced with the same problems. Yang uses universal concepts of failure and victory (small and large) to describe the human experience; as a result, I think everyone in the world can relate to this book.
Outline Can Include:

1. Engaging title

2. Compelling first sentence (to avoid writer’s block during in-class writing)

3. Idea for captivating introduction paragraph

4. Analytical thesis statement about the book that demonstrates cause and effect.
5. Points for all PIE paragraphs

6. All specific Information needed to support the Points. For example, quotes, pages numbers, detailed experiences, research.

7. Interesting idea for conclusion (call for action, prediction for the future, “so what? to thesis)

*Note: the outline cannot be just a small-font version of your essay; instead it should be a blueprint, a plan of action for your essay. All students must write the essay during class, and the outline is meant to serve in this task not replace it.

Essay #2 (Process Writing Schedule):

Monday 2/13: Outline Draft Due/Peer Editing
Wednesday 2/15: In-Class Essay #2  (You may use a 1-page TYPED outline; you will have the entire class period to complete your essay)
*Note: failure to participate in all the Process Writing assigned above will impact the results of your grade.

Elements of a Successful Essay:
1. Engaging Title
2. Introduction Paragraph
A. Has an interesting and creative opening paragraph that draws in your audience, including the opening “Hook” (quote, question, dialogue, or brief story are “Hook” strategies)

B. Leads the reader smoothly into the thesis (general to specific) providing any necessary context for essay, including the book title (in italics) and the author’s name. 

3. A Thesis Statement / Controlling Idea

A. Makes a position that can be developed

a. Is narrow and focused

b. Is clearly stated

c. Is analytical and demonstrates cause and effect

B. Developed Body Paragraphs

C. Follows the PIE paragraph structure

a. Has enough specific examples in each paragraph (examples can come from the reading or from your own experiences and how you connect—or don’t connect—with the ideas)

b. Exemplifies and illustrates with lots of detail

c. Develops all ideas fully

d. Uses at least 1 Quote Sandwich following correct MLA guidelines.

D. Organization

A. Contains a Point (also referred to as a topic sentence) in each body paragraph that directly supports the thesis

B. Uses examples and ideas in each body paragraph that directly supports the Point.

C. Strong connection between examples, ideas, and thesis

D. Conclusion

a. Finishes the essay with a concluding strategy (point to the future, call for awareness, challenges the reader, or asks “so what?” to the thesis)

b. Doesn’t start anything new or give any more support.

c. Doesn’t simply re-word the thesis

