 EWRT 1B. 12H

Reading, Writing, and Research (Honors)
           

            5 Units
Instructor: Jill Quigley

Phone: (408) 864-5564


Office: F61-J

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00-1:00 and by appointment
E-mail: quigleyjill@fhda.edu

Website: http://faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/quigleyjill
Course Description:

EWRT 1B Honors is a course focused on the advanced development of reading, writing, and critical thinking. Through the process of interpretive and analytical writing about literary texts we will critically explore themes of race, love, justice, sexuality, identity, and culture. While examining multiple genres of literature (short stories, novels, drama, film) you will be responsible for active class discussion, group work, presentations, outside research, and multiple forms of academic and creative writing.

Academic Support:
The Writing and Reading Center (ATC 309) offers a variety of support services to help improve your writing such as weekly individual tutoring (complete application) and drop-in tutoring, plus workshops and directed learning activities. All services are free! http://deanza.edu/studentsuccess/writing-reading-center/
Required Texts:

1. Sula by Toni Morrison

2. More Stories We Tell ed by Wendy Martin

3. Six Degrees of Separation by John Guare

4. In a Blue Time by Hanif Kureishi

5. The Day of the Locust by Nathaniel West

5. Writing with Style by John Trimble

Assignments and Evaluation: 

Scale: 97-100%=A+, 93-96%=A, 90-92%=A-, 87-89%=B+, 83-86%=B, 80-82%=B-, 77-79%=C+, 70-76%=C, 67-69%=D+, 63-66%=D, 60-62%=D-, 59% and below=F 

Your grade for the course will be based on the following points. (900 points total) 

1. 3 Analytical Essays, 100 pts each, 300 pts total

2. 3 Reading and Reflective Quizzes, 50 pts each, 150 pts total

3. Group Presentation, 100 pts
4. Literary Research Essay, 150 pts

5. Participation (attendance, small group work, class discussion and engagement): 200 points

Participation:

EWRT 1B honors is a discussion-based course. Your class “presence” will be public and you will be asked to express your ideas about the texts regularly. Students are expected to do the assigned readings before each session and to come prepared to discuss the readings in both small groups and class discussions. If you remain passive, you will do poorly. If you attend every class but participate minimally, the highest grade you will receive for participation will be a C. You must be prepared, engaged, and involved in the classroom community order to succeed. 

Facebook Page:
Because students communicate engaged thinking in different formats and at different times, we will have a class Facebook page. This page is a place to post class information, links, and create a supportive writer’s community for the quarter. The group is closed, and you will not be “friends” with me or the students in the class (unless you choose to outside of our page). Participation on the class Facebook page is an effective way to gain participation points, especially if you don’t like talking in class. Joining the class Facebook page is not required. 
Attendance:

Attendance every day is required and all class time counts. Writing, reading, and critical thinking are skills that improve through constant practice. Students who attend class regularly are much more likely to succeed. A strict attendance policy will be followed. Students who are absent are responsible for all announcements made, assignments given, and material covered. Students are also responsible for turning in all assignments on time. Assignments turned in late will lose 1 full letter grade for each class day missed. If you are absent on a peer-editing day, you must come see me for make-up instructions. After your 4th absence, you will be withdrawn from the class. Note: If you are absent any day the first week, I will drop you to give your spot to a wait-listed student.
Honors Program:

This is an EWRT1B Honors course, which means that the expectation for the level of discussion and writing skills is higher than a regular EWRT1B course. The volume of reading is also more intense. Anyone completing the class by the end of the quarter will receive an Honors designation for the course (i.e. your class will be noted as "EWRT1B Honors" on your transcript rather than just "EWRT1B").  This applies whether you are in the Honors Program or not. Taking the class as Honors does not raise your GPA, nor does it give you extra credits. 

Students who are not part of the Honors Program will be permitted to take one Honors class. After that, they will need to join the Honors Program before taking any more Honors classes.  If you are interested in applying for the Honors Program, please contact Lydia Hearn, the Honors Coordinator, at dahonors@deanza.edu or (408) 864-8833.

Academic Honesty:

I am interested in your ideas as well as how clearly you can discuss the ideas of others. If you use the ideas of anyone else, acknowledge your source immediately in parentheses.  If you use the words of a source, use quotation marks and acknowledge the source. In general, plagiarism automatically results in an F for the entire course. Having someone else completely correct your grammar is also a form of plagiarism. If you are uncertain about the rules for using a source, come to see me before you turn in the assignment. 

Additional Notes: 

1. This is an adult level course; therefore, the subject matter of readings, film clips, and discussions will contain adult material and will not be censored.

2. If you have any special circumstances which you feel will influence your performance in this class (a diagnosed learning disability, a physical disability, or anything at all that might interfere with your learning), please come speak to me as soon as possible—I will create a learning environment that works for you.

3. I believe that education is a human right, regardless of immigration status. If you need information about how your immigration status can affect your access to education, please feel free to talk to me. I may be able to help. 

4. As a writer, I understand the challenges of writing. I also know the rewards of writing are limitless and far exceed the struggles. Two vital keys to your success: engaging in writing as a process and becoming inspired by language. I believe in your success. Please let me know when you have questions about our work. We are a community of writers who support each other. JQ
Tentative Course Outline for EWRT 1B Honors, Winter 2012 

(Units 1&2, Weeks 1-6)
**All assignments need to be completed by the beginning of the class on the day listed.

UNIT 1

The Novel and the Writer:

Character Development, Analytical Lens, Cause and Effect

Week 1

Tue, 1/10: 
Introduction to the course / icebergs, Tallent, Neruda

Thur, 1/12: 
Reading: Literary/Critical terms (website), Morrison’s Sula (1-48, up to 1922)
Week 2

Tue, 1/17:
Reading: Morrison’s Sula (49-85, up to Part 2)




Class: Quiz #1

Thur, 1/19:
Reading: Morrison’s Sula (86-137, up to 1940)
Week 3

Tue, 1/24:
Reading: Morrison’s Sula (138-174, 1940 to end) 




Class: Group Presentation #1


Thur, 1/26:
No Class / Essay #1 due Friday1/27 by noon


UNIT 2

The Short Story and Essay Art:

Theme and Tone and Point of View

Week 4

Tue, 1/31:
Reading: Jen’s “Who’s Irish” and Gilchrist’s “Light Can Be Both Wave and Particle” 

Thur, 2/2:
Reading: Cisneros’ “Never Marry a Mexican” and Moore’s “Dance in America”



Class: Group Presentation #2
Week 5

Tue, 2/7:
Reading: Lahirir’s “A Temporary Matter” and Erdrich’s “The Shawl”



Class: Quiz #2

Thur, 2/9:
Reading: Oates’ “Love, Forever” and Bambara’s “The Lesson”         Class: Group Presentation #3
Week 6

Tue, 2/14:
Reading: Carver’s “What We Talk About When We Talk About Love” and Murikami’s “Upon Seeing the Most 100% Most Perfect Girl One Beautiful April Morning” (handouts)

Thur, 2/16:
Essay #2 Due
UNIT 3
The Visual World and the Written Voice:

Modern Drama, Film, Setting, Movement

Week 7

Mon, 2/14:
Reading: Guare’s Six Degrees (play)

Wed, 2/16:
Reading: Guare’s Six Degrees (play) 





Week 8

Mon, 2/21: 
No Class (Observance of Washington’s Birthday)

Wed, 2/23:
Class: Six Degrees (film) 




Class: Group Presentation #4




UNIT 4

Literary Retrospective:

Rereading/Revision, Crafts of Writing, Translations 

Week 9

Mon, 2/28:
Reading: Kureishi’s “Blue, Blue Pictures of You”                                




Writing: Essay #3 due

Wed, 3/2:
Reading: Kureishi’s “Tale of the Turd” and “D’Accord, Baby”     



Class: Group Presentation #5

Week 10
Mon, 3/7:
Reading: West’s Locust 


Class: Quiz #3
Wed, 3/9:
Reading: West’s Locust / Writing: Research Topic Proposal Due

Week 11

Mon, 3/14:
Reading: West’s Locust                                          



Writing: Research Works Cited due

Wed, 3/16:
Reading:  West’s Locust                                                                               Class: Group Presentation #6

Week 12

Mon, 3/21:
Last day of class




Writing: Final Research Essay due

Note: This schedule is subject to change. JQ

