One Poem, Two People or Letter to Poet:  First Writing Assignment
Written during class (in AT 102) on Thursday, September 24 (due at end of class)

Content:  
Please write about ONE of the attached poems, possibly answering some of the following questions or else writing about other issues which the poem makes you think about.  In your answers, try to be as specific as possible and to quote phrases or lines from the poem as you write about it.  Order is not important but it helps if you make it clear which question you are answering.   Questions to consider:

1. Read the poem out loud.  What phrase, line, or lines sound(s) the best?  Try to explain why.
2. What is the image in the poem which stays in your mind even after you have put the poem down?  Why is that image special?  Is it attached to anything emotional?  Do you think the image might be more meaningful to you than to another reader?  Why?  Describe a personal experience if you see its connections to the poem.
3. Does the poem repeat anything?  What are the repetitions and why do you think they are important?

4. Did any word or phrase or line surprise you?  If so, do you think it might be a mistake?  Or did your surprise make you pay closer attention to that part?

5. In different ways, each poem suggests the differences (as well as the connections) between the generations of immigrant families – some who are closely tied to the country of birth and others who are becoming more American and less connected to ancestral heritage.  Does your poem seem relevant to your experience of generational difference or not?  Explain why.
6. For many of you, the ethnic/ cultural background of the poet or of the persona of the speaker of the poem may be different from yours.  Do you feel this difference as a barrier to understanding the poem?  Why or why not?  
Form:  You may choose to write this poem response as a dialogue between you and a classmate. If you do, all YOUR words should be written by you and all of your classmate’s words should be typed by the classmate.  Be certain that it is a dialogue in which you write a paragraph and then let your classmate write a paragraph and so forth.  Try to argue with and against each other.  

Another choice is to write it as a letter to the speaker of the poem or the poet.  

Try to write at least 1.5 pages.  If the poem makes you think of images or scenes from a film or music, feel free to insert the images or to attach a clip to your “paper.”  You will send it in digitally, through Catalyst, so that should work.  Please double-space!

Grading:  25 possible points.  5 points for use of quotations, paraphrases, and ideas from the poem.  5 points for directly addressing some of the questions.  5 points for specific details in your responses to the questions.  5 points for grammar and punctuation (spelling does not count).  5 points for imaginative response.

BTW:  If you like, you may write a poem as part of your response to the poem you are analyzing.
