Paper #1 – Honors English 1A Fall 2009

Am I the Director/ Writer/ Producer of my Own Life?

Or Am I an Actor in a Script Written by Somebody Else? 
Written during class on October 8 (due at end of class)
Content:

Using I Don’t Have to Show You No Stinking Badges by Luis Valdez, “There Was Once” by Margaret Atwood, and “How to Tell a True War Story” by Tim O’Brien, as well as your own personal experiences, explain the limits (or limitlessness) of our ability to choose who we are and what we do.  
· To what extent are we following “scripts” written by our culture, our parents, or our ethnic identity?

· Can we ever say that we are truly making our own, completely independent decisions?

· What steps can we take to become the writers and directors of the “movies” that are our lives?

· What are the dangers we may encounter and the mistakes we may make in trying to write and direct those movies?

· Is the fact that we can look at ourselves from outside (be consciousness of ourselves) a benefit or a problem?  
Form:
Try to write at least three double-spaced pages.  You must use at least five quotations (either short or long-indented) from our three texts within your paper.   You may write this paper as a regular essay with an introduction, thesis, and supporting paragraphs, OR you may attempt to write a piece of meta-theater or meta-fiction.  

Grading:

100 points possible.  25 points for excellent and appropriate use of quotations from our readings. 40 points for thoughtful responses to some or all of the questions above.  10 points for using very specific examples. 5 points for originality and/ or taking a risk in your paper.  20 points for excellent grammar and punctuation.   

