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Paper #4 – Complex Definition 
Draft due (digital or hard copy): November 19, Final copy due: November 24
Form:  This essay should be around 700-1000 words plus a Works Cited or References page, double-spaced, computer-printed.  It should include one indented quotation (which may be the definition) and at least four other quotations from the story, poems, articles and. 
Content: Develop a complex definition of one of these words: Love, Deception, Female, Male, Patriotism, or Fear.  You may develop your complex definition completely from our class reading and your experiences, OR you may use a complex dictionary definition as the foundation of your paper.  You will evaluate the definition using our readings.  
If you are developing your own complex definition, your thesis might look something like this:
The word patriotism may mean the belief that one’s country is always right, the willingness to die to protect one’s country, or willingness to protest publicly in order to sway the country’s leaders to improve the country.  Examples from Persepolis and “Saboteur” as well as my own life will illustrate what I mean.
If you are using a complex dictionary definition as the basis of your essay, you should first write an introductory paragraph, then quote the complex definition, and then explain your position on that definition.  You may

· Argue that the definition is correct, then give examples that go with lines in the definition.OR
· Argue that the definition is incorrect, then give examples that contradict lines in the definition. OR 
· Argue that parts of the definition are incorrect and parts are correct, using examples. OR

· Argue that the definition is inadequate and needs expansion – so you will first discuss what works in the definition and then what isn’t there so needs to be added.

  Grading: 100 points possible:
· 10 points for bringing a complete draft (at least 2.5 pages) on November 19
· 10 points for a complex thesis which is carried out throughout the entire essay.

· 10 points for well-focused paragraphs, each of which explores one aspect of your definition.
· 10 points for very specific examples supporting each part of the definition
· 20 points for using quotations and paraphrases from our reading
· 20 points for organization, grammar, and punctuation 

· 20 points for title, introduction, conclusion, and Works Cited list
Typical Structure:

· Title
· Clever introductory paragraph

· Thesis paragraph
· Body paragraph explaining one part of the definition and giving a specific example

· Body paragraph explaining one part of the definition and giving a specific example

· Body paragraph explaining one part of the definition and giving a specific example

· Body paragraph explaining one part of the definition and giving a specific example

· Conclusion, followed by Works Cited

