Analysis of Catfish and Mandala (60 points of the Midterm 150)
Two copies of draft due October 27 at beginning of class

Due in digital format (you can email it to yourself) at Midterm – Oct. 28
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Form:  Analysis should be double-spaced and computer-printed.  Font 12.  2 pages, but you may write more. There will be a minimum of four quotations from Pham’s book and at least two paraphrases.  Put [Q] and [P] for the first four quotations and the first two paraphrases and give page numbers in parentheses afterwards (234) for each.

A. Marshall argues that hyphenation is both the form and the meaning of the book.  Think of three or more important hyphenations (you can make them up) and explain each one.  [example:  Andrew Pham thinks of himself as Vietnamese-American.]  For each one, answer ONE of the following questions.
1. Explain why both sides are significant, so that leaving out one would be a false way to describe the person/ place/ food/ idea/ etc. 

2. Decide which part is more powerful or visible or time-consuming.  Why?  How did that happen?
3. What struggles are signaled by the hyphenation.  Is there a psychological, physical, moral, or other type of battle?  What is the outcome?

Finally, for your own life, do you believe that you, too, are part of one or more hyphenations?  What effect does (do) it (they) have on your life?  Do you see similarities and/ or differences from the life of Andrew Pham or other people in the text?

B. Catfish and Mandala is the story of a journey.  Make a map of Andrew Pham’s journey and then write on it the physical places and the emotion/ mental decision moments in his life or the life of people in his family.  Choose three or more significant places or decision moments, and explain why each is significant.  For each place, answer ONE of the following questions.
1. What is the connection between the physical locale and the mental decision or change?  If you cannot figure out any, that is OK, but at least try to explain WHY that mental decision/ change took place at that moment.

2. Does Andrew Pham make “progress” during the time described in the book?  How do you define “progress”?  What are the markers for that “progress”? 

3. Does he accomplish his bicycling goal?  Why does achieving that goal matter to him?  If he fails in some way, what does he learn from failure?
Think about yourself in comparison to Andrew Pham.  Have you made a physical journey that is comparable?  Could you say that you have made a mental/ emotional/ or psychological journey?  Make a map of that and explain.
Grading: 12 points for quotes and paraphrases. 8 points for grammar and spelling. 10 points for each section of the four sections.
