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 True/False


T  F
1.
The first waves of Irish immigrants referred to themselves as Scotch‑Irish upon arrival in America.


T  F
2.
18th-century Irish immigrants were almost exclusively Ulster (northern) Irish.


T  F  3.

About half of the 18th-century Irish immigrants became indentured servants in America.


T  F
4.
Dehumanizing stereotypes of the Irish were used to rationalize the exploitation of this group.


T  F
5.
Unlike many other immigrant groups, the Irish experienced almost no violent conflict in their process of 
adaptation.


T  F
6.
During the Civil War Irish Americans formed a coalition with free black workers in many northern cities.



T  F
7.
Local political involvement provided a means of social mobility for the Irish.


T  F
8.
In response to the government’s policy of staying out of economic affairs, 19th and early 20th century 
urban residents joined political machines that shaped government programs to benefit the poor. 


T  F
9.
Few Irish American Catholics today have much interest in the political controversies in Ireland.



T  F  10.
Economic and social mobility was about the same for the Irish of the first and second waves of 
immigration.



T  F
11.
Recent census data show that the educational level of Americans of Irish ancestry is well below that of all 
Americans.



T  F
12.
Prior to 1880 most Italian immigrants were poor farmers and laborers from southern Italy.     


T  F
13.
Immigration to the U.S. for most Italians was voluntary.
 


T  F
14.
The Immigration Act of 1924 allowed unlimited Italian immigration to the U.S.



T  F
15.
By the end of the 19th century vicious and absurd stereotypes of Italian Americans by nativists had 
largely replaced the early harsh stereotypes of Irish Americans.



T  F
16.
In the early 20th century many nativists asserted that a large majority of Jewish and Italian immigrants 
were feeble‑minded based on the misinterpretation of tests measuring learned skills.




T  F
17.
The democratic philosophy of an Italian immigrant, Filippo Mazzei, influenced Thomas Jefferson in 
writing the Declaration of Independence.






T  F
18.
Irish Americans vigorously excluded Italian Americans from the political machines of northern cities.


T  F
19.
Although Italian Americans were often the victims of isolate and small group discrimination, 
discrimination against this group was never institutionalized.



T  F  20.
Today Italian Americans as a group remain far below Anglo‑Protestants in terms of occupational and 
income mobility.       


T  F
21.
Today Italian Americans have an education level far below the national average.


T  F
22.
Since both groups were largely Catholic, Irish and Italian Americans enjoyed an especially compatible 
relationship in their religious organizations.
         

Multiple Choice: Select the one best answer to each item.

23.

Irish immigration to America was greatest between








a.
1650‑1700 and 1750‑1787.


b.
1700‑1787 and 1820‑1841.


c.
1841‑1860 and 1881‑1900.


d.
1700‑1787 and 1841‑1860.

24.

Anglo‑Protestant politicians and other prominent persons in the 19th century
 



a.
praised Irish Catholic contributions to the development of the U.S.


b.
viewed the Scotch Irish and the Catholic Irish as part of the Anglo‑Saxon “race.”


c.
encouraged the Scotch Irish to return to Ireland.


d.
viewed the Scotch Irish as exemplary pioneers.

25.

Which of the following factors can be seen as a significant pull factor encouraging Irish immigration?








a.
the Irish famine of the 1840s



b.
the perception of the land of golden opportunity


c.
religious freedom









 
d.
English control of resources in Ireland

26.

Most young, single Irish women immigrants








a.
lived sheltered lives as wives and mothers.



b.
married soon after they arrived in the U.S.


c.
returned to Ireland because Irish women outnumbered Irish men in the U.S.


d.
took jobs and became independent and self‑sufficient.

27.

Early stereotypes of the Irish were very similar to those of the
 





a.
Scots.




b.
Germans.



c.
blacks.




d.
Japanese.

28.

The Whisky Rebellion was










a.
a protest movement by Irish and other frontier settlers against oppressive control by  eastern interests.


b.
a reform movement among Irish and other settlers to abolish drunkenness.


c.
an uprising aimed at stopping the importation of liquor from Europe.


d.
a conflict between Irish Americans and Native Americans over trading rights.

29.

18th-century English‑dominated colonial society








a.
welcomed Irish immigrants.

   b.  encouraged Irish immigrants to settle in frontier areas as a barrier to Native Americans.


c.
treated Irish servants almost as equals.


d.
encouraged Irish settlers to establish Catholic churches in their areas of settlement.

30.

 19th-century Irish American miners








a.
earned such high wages that many Irish farmers flocked to the mines seeking work.


b.
engaged in armed conflict in an effort to improve working conditions.


c.
refused to join unions because they feared the reaction of mine owners.


d.
established numerous unions for Irish workers in the mines of Pennsylvania.

31.   Which of the following characterizes Irish American influence in the early political life of the U.S.? 


a.
about equal to that of English Americans



b.
virtually none


c.
a significant minority















d.
slight but not significant

32.

Which of the following describes an Irish contribution to U.S. politics?





a.
a pragmatic system of coalition and compromise at the local level


b.
more corruption than most other ethnic groups


c.
numerous elected officials at top levels of the federal government


d.
a political bureaucracy that neglects community needs

33.

By 2000, Irish Americans, compared with the average white American,




a.
had a higher median family income.










b.
were more likely to be employed in blue‑collar jobs.


c.
were less likely to be employed in professional jobs.
d.
were more likely to live in poverty.

34.

Assimilation for the Irish in the U.S. has









a.
been almost nonexistent.


b.
been about the same as for most nonwhite groups.


c.
eroded the feeling of Irish identity for most Irish Americans today.


d.
been greater than for many other ethnic groups.

35.

In which period was Italian immigration to the U.S. heaviest?
 





a.
1820‑1860


b.
1861‑1880




c.
1881‑1920


d.
1921‑1960

36.

Which was NOT a factor that influenced the heavy immigration of Italians to the U.S.?



a.
the desire of most Italian immigrants for a permanent home in the U.S.


b.
political corruption and heavy taxation in Italy


c.
the image of the U.S. as an economic and political paradise


d.
labor recruiting in Italy by U.S. industrialists

37.

Although intelligence tests were used to measure the intellectual inferiority of southern and eastern European immigrants, these tests can be seen as inaccurate because



a.  
they measure a broad and basic intelligence.


b.
they measure only selected, learned verbal and quantitative skills.


c.
they did not account for regional differences.


d.
they did not measure all European immigrant groups.

38.

Which stereotype was NOT applied to Italian immigrants?
 





a.
illiterate and of low intelligence


b.
biologically inferior


c.
apelike





d.
immoral and criminal

39.

During World War II,










a.
Italian Americans suffered political discrimination as intense as that suffered by 
Japanese Americans.

b.
the use of the Italian language on the radio was prohibited in some northeastern 
cities.

c.



substantial Italian American subversion was discovered.

d.
Italian Americans were rarely suspected of subversion because of their high level of  patriotism.

40.

Geraldine Ferraro, an Italian American, was the first woman to






a.
be nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court.
  

b.
hold a federal cabinet position.


c.
become governor of a state.











d.
be nominated to be vice‑president of the U.S.

41.
  Which of the following is NOT one of the persisting problems facing Italian Americans?  


a.
ethnic discrimination


b.
under representation in top management positions


c.
over representation of faculty at most colleges and universities


d.
exclusion from some elite organizations

42.
  Public schools at the end of the 19th century








a.
excluded Italian immigrants.


b.
excluded Italian immigrants and also their American‑born descendants.


c.
sought to Americanize Italians as quickly as possible.

   d.
greatly increased the rate of economic and social mobility of second-generation Italian Americans.

43.
  Cultural adaptation for immigrants from southern Italy







a.
was facilitated by their mastery of the English language



b.
was slowed by hostility in the new environment.


c.
began to a significant degree with the first generation.


d.
was hastened by their residential integration into core‑culture communities.

44.
  The rate of intermarriage between Italian Americans and other white ethnic groups is highest for





a.
those who married between 1920 and 1950.




b.
first- and second-generation Italian Americans.


c.
those over 30 years of age








d.
those with higher status educational and occupational achievements.

45.
  Which of the following best characterizes the Italian experience in the U.S.?




a.
ethnogenesis


b.
oppositional culture




c.
complete assimilation

d.
Anglo‑conformity in all areas

46.
Today Italian Americans as a group are best characterized
 





a.
as an Italian‑centered group dominated by its heritage.

   b.
as divided between a scarcely assimilated older generation and an almost completely assimilated younger 


  



generation.


c.
by substantial adaptation without complete assimilation.


d.
as simply “Americans.”

