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PRELICENSURE PRECEPTORSHIP

Quarter 6 Clinical Experience…

Quarter 6 Components

ÅTheory: 100 minutes/ 

week (currently Thursday 

ïbut could change)

ÅClinical: 16 hours / week 

(equivalent)

ïInstead of 2days/wk for 12 

weeks, students precept    

3 days/wk for 8 weeks

òEarly Startersó

ÅPrecept the first 8 weeks 

of the quarter

òLate Startersó

ÅStart preceprorship Week 

5 through end of the 

quarter

ÅAttend theory class 

starting week 1

Å*MUST attend all Week 1 

orientations or cannot do 

clinical

òFast Trackó

ÅImplemented quarters 

with large class size

ÅStart & finish precepting 

in 4 to 5 weeks

ÅNot available everywhere

ÅIndicate on your form if 

you are interested

Clinical: Preceptorship

ÅPaired one on one with a 

R.N. in the community

ÅWork 24h+/week

ÅWork the RNôs exact 

schedule (including 

weekends, holidays, etc.)
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Most RNs work 12 hour shifts

Å0700-1930 *(days)

Å1900-0730* (nights)

Å*shifts at VA start and 

end 30 minutes later

Some RNs work 8 hour shifts

ÅDayshift (0700-1530*)

ÅEvening (1500-2330*)

ÅNight (2300-0730*)

Å*shifts at VA start and 

end 30 minutes later

Number of shifts

ÅIf you precept 8h shifts 

you must precept a 

minimum of 3 days/week

ÅIf you precept 12h shifts, 

you must precept a 

minimum of 2 days/week

ÅCourse completion is 

based on completing a 

set number of hours

Very few RNs have òsetó 

schedules

ÅA few do ïsome may 

work every weekend

ÅOR: preceptorship 

generally Monday ï

Wednesday

ÅMost RNs work every 

other weekend

ÅI have very little choice in 

what you get

Settings for Preceptorship

ÅMed-Surg

ÅStep-Down ICU, PCU, 

Intermediate ICU (IICU)

ÅICU, ER

ÅL&D, OB

ÅNICU, Pediatrics

ÅPerioperative

ÅPsych, hospice

ÅSpinal Cord, Brain injury

Hospitals we useé

ÅVA Palo Alto

ÅEl Camino

ÅKaiser Santa Clara

ÅOôConnor Hospital

ÅGood Samaritan
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At VA, I can try foré

ÅMSICU

Å IICU

ÅER

ÅMed-Surg (onc/tele)

ÅGeneral Surgery

ÅClinics (cardiology, interventional 
radiology, othersé)

ÅLTC (at Menlo Park)

ÅSCI (spinal cord injury)

ÅBrain injury unit

ÅHospice

At ECH** we sometimes geté

ÅMed-Surg

ÅL&D

ÅMaternity

ÅNewborn Nursery

ÅPre-admission unit

ÅER

**ECH requires GPA of 3.2.  Please note on 

your request form (a) overall GPA and (b) 

GPA in nursing courses

At Kaiser we sometimes geté

ÅICU

ÅStep-down ICU

ÅPerioperative

ÅMed/Neuro

ÅL&D

ÅNICU

ÅMother-Baby

ÅPediatrics / PICU

At OõConnor we sometimes geté

ÅICU

ÅPCU

ÅER

ÅMed-Surg (oncology, tele)

ÅL&D

ÅNICU

ÅPediatrics

ÅWound care clinic

At Good Samaritan I can try foré

ÅICU

ÅTelemetry

ÅMother/baby

ÅNICU

ÅED

ÅMedical

ÅOncology

ÅSurgical

ÅAcute psychiatric

You may or may not get your 

request!

ÅWhat we are assigned 

changes from quarter to 

quarter!

ÅPreceptor availability 

depends on numerous 

factors, many of which 

have nothing to do with 

us.

ÅECH requires GPA of 3.2
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Save your hospital info!

ÅKeep your computer 

codes (El Camino, BCMA, 

etc.)

ÅKeep any hospital 

orientation info you have 

from previous quarters

ÅKeep any Photo ID 

Badges that you have

Be available Week #1

ÅOn campus orientation will 
be Wednesday of Week #1 of 
the quarter

ÅVarious hospital orientations 
will be scheduled during 
Weeks 1 and 2 of the quarter 
and may be on Monday 
before the All Student 
Assembly

ÅAll of these are MANDATORY

Bring to Clinical Orientation

ÅAll immunization data

ÅCPR card, valid until the 

end of Quarter 6

ÅBloodborne Pathogen 

Packet, complete with 

Hepatitis Series dates 

and DAC instructor 

initials

Clinical Orientationé

ÅStarts with a QUIZ!!!

ÅStudy carefully pertinent 
web pages for N86L

ÅEnsures you know what 
you can and cannot do in 
the clinical setting

Pre-Q6 Bonus Points

ÅTry to attend a BRN 

Board Meeting sometime 

between now and Q6

ÅHeld in northern and 

southern CA (alternating)

Å2 day meeting (Thurs/Fri): 

the part to go to is 

Thursday morning

BRN Meeting (conõt)

ÅDress nicely

ÅBe professional

ïDonôt be late

ïItôs a court of law

ÅSign in / get an agenda

ÅID yourself as a DAC 

student
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What you get from the meeting:

ÅALL bonus points for Q6

ÅInformation you can use 

for writing your Role 

Development Paper (one 

of the Q6 assignments)

ÅA good dose of humility

For info on the BRN meeting

ÅCheck website:

www.rn.ca.gov

To contact meé

Åpattyo@aol.com

ï(letter o ïnot zero!)

ïPut De Anza College in the 

subject heading!!!

Å408/864-8641

When completing your preceptorship

request formé

ÅRemember, it is a request 

(you are not ñpickingò)

ÅYour ñone wishò must be 

very brief ïbasically one 

concept (e.g., ñdayshift, 

MSICU @ VAò is 3 wishes.  I 

stop reading after the first 

wish.)

When completing your preceptorship

request formé

Å If your living situation makes it 

impossible to do a certain shift 

(such as night shift) THIS MUST 

BE YOUR ONE WISH

ÅPlease type or print neatly, 

especially your email address and 

telephone number.

ÅPlease inform me if you change 

your email address or telephone 

number.

When completing your preceptorship

request formé

ÅAny changes to your 

preceptorship request must be 

done in writing and must be dated.  

I cannot guarantee that I will be 

able to consider your revised 

request, depending on when it is 

given to me.  If requests to 

hospitals are already pending on 

your behalf, you may have to 

accept the assignment or take a 

LOA and try again the following 

quarter.

http://www.rn.ca.gov/
mailto:pattyo@aol.com
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Preceptorship Assignments

ÅI post information about 

preceptorship

assignments on my web 

site (Quarter 6 News 

page).  Check it once a 

week beginning about 

one month before the 

start of the quarter.

To prepareé

ÅDo your best in clinical

ïevery setting

ïevery day

ÅRead, study, prepare!

ÅDo your ñhomeworkò 

ÅMaster you Med-Surg 

next quarter (especially if 

you desire a specialty)

And, donõt forget toé

ÅSharpen the saw   J!


