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Music 1 - Introduction to Music Name: 
Assignment #4 

Bach: Cantata No. 140:Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 
Fourth movement, Chorale (Tenor): Zion hört die Wächter singen  

pp. 135 (listening guide p. 139) 

• Do the musical features of this movement have more in common with an aria or with a recitative? 
Describe musical features that explain your point of view. (By the way, the movement is not an aria or 
a recitative – this question just asks you to compare this movement to these other two forms.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bach: Cantata No. 140:Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme  
Seventh movement, Chorale: Gloria sei dir gesungen 

pp. 139 (listening guide p. 140) 

• Compared to the other movements of the cantata, this one is more straightforward. In fact, the 
congregation may have joined in with the chorus and orchestra. What musical features of this 
movement might make this possible? 
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Handel: Messiah: “Ev’ry Valley Shall Be Exalted” 

pp. 143 

• Describe examples of word painting found in this aria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What musical characteristics of this example indicate that it is an aria?  How is it different from a 
recitative? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handel: Messiah: Hallelujah Chorus 

pp. 146 

• What do you think is notable about Handel’s use of texture in this piece?" 
 

 


