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SPEAKING EXERCISE #1

Popular Culture

PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT:

We all engage with aspects of popular culture on a daily basis and for many of us this plays an important part of our lives. Your goal in this short presentation is to describe some aspect of popular culture that is important to you and explain why it has significance in your life. You can choose from music, TV, movies, games, books, etc., but make sure keep it narrow in focus and highlight the personal connection you have with your topic. You will receive credit for this assignment by completing the outline planner as well as delivering your presentation to the class.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Your presentation should be no longer than two minutes, but at least a minute and a half.  Be sure to time yourself when practicing your speech.

· Your presentation should have three parts--an introduction, body, and conclusion. Try to begin with an effective first sentence (attention getter).  For the body, use two or three main points (supported by examples/details) to tell something unique about your topic.  Conclude with a thought that you want the audience to remember (clincher).

· You should practice your speech several times so that you can deliver it in an extemporaneous speaking style.  You should use 1-2 notecards during your presentation.

· You may use one visual aid if it would add to our understanding of your topic. 

· Your outline planner should be turned in prior to your presentation.  It does not need to be typed, but does need to be written legibly. 

POINT DISTRIBUTION:


Organization

5 points

Content

3 points

Delivery

2 points

Planner

5 points
Total


15 points








NAME: ____________________

SPEAKING EXERCISE #1 – Popular Culture

Outline Planner

SPECIFIC PURPOSE: To have my audience understand  . . .

INTRODUCTION  (Begin with an effective first sentence):

BODY (State each point as a complete sentence):

I.  



A.



B.


II.  



A.



B.


III. 



A.



B.

CONCLUSION (End with an effective last sentence):

SPEAKING EXERCISE #2

Persuasive Impromptu

PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT:

This speech will introduce you to persuasive speaking by having you take a stand on a particular topic that you will choose in class.  Although this topic might not be of the most serious nature, you will be expected to create compelling and logical arguments to support your position.  You will be given credit for this assignment by completing your notecard as well as delivering your speech to the class.

REQUIREMENTS:

· You will choose a topic in class from a list provided by your instructor. You will then have a limited amount of time to prepare a one to two minute speech on the topic.

· You will need to construct a central argument (thesis) based on the topic that you will support throughout the speech. Your thesis should clearly take a stand behind one of the "sides" implied by the topic. 

· You will develop several main points that support your thesis with sound arguments, and you will provide detailed examples and reasons to support your arguments. You will then come up with a brief introduction and conclusion.

· You will need to use one notecard during your presentation, which you will turn in afterwards for credit. 

POINT DISTRIBUTION: 

Organization
5 points

Content
3 points

Delivery
2 points

Notecard 
5 points
Total

15 points

SPEECH #1

Educational Goals
PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT: 

Speech #1 is based on your goals for your education, whatever they may be. Why did you decide to go to college? What do you hope to accomplish while you are here? What do you hope to do with your college education once you have completed it? This speech is NOT a term paper/research speech and you do not need to do any additional research.  It should be about what you know and personally feel and think about your educational goals. We should come away from this speech feeling like we know something personal about you.

REQUIREMENTS:

· The speech should be three to four minutes in length.

· Delivery is to be extemporaneous using 3-4 notecards.  These are to be turned in following your speech.

· The introduction and conclusion should be fully developed and there should be a definite, logical transition bridging each component of the speech.

· Each main point should be clearly stated and well developed.

· A typed, full-sentence outline is to be submitted on the day of your speech. Please follow the format on the outline worksheet. 
POINT DISTRIBUTION:

Organization
8 points

Content           
7 points

Delivery
5 points

Outline
10 points

Total      
    30 points







Name:________________

OUTLINE WORKSHEET 

THESIS/CENTRAL IDEA:

INTRODUCTION:

BODY

I.  MAIN POINT:

A.  SUBPOINT:



1.



2.

B.  SUBPOINT:


1.



2.


Transition:

II.  MAIN POINT:

A.  SUBPOINT:



1.



2.

B.  SUBPOINT:


1.



2.


C.  SUBPOINT:



1.



2.

Transition:

III.  MAIN POINT:

A.  SUBPOINT: 



1.



2.

B.  SUBPOINT:



1.



2.

CONCLUSION:






















Name:________________

SPEECH #1

Self-Evaluation

Overall, how well do you think you achieved the purpose of this speech?

Describe your level of comfort and confidence during the speech. Compare how you felt with how you look on the videotape. Did you feel more nervous than you appeared?

What one goal do you have for improving the element of content in your next speech?

What one goal do you have for improving the element of delivery in your next speech?

SPEECH #2

Informative

PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT: 
The primary purpose of informative speaking is to ensure the audience's clear understanding of the ideas presented.  The purpose of Speech #2 is to present a clear explanation of complex material to the audience.  This is a scholarly endeaver which means you are required to do research and cite your sources.  You should use various supporting materials, visual aids, and language devices to make the speech clear and interesting to the audience.  You should add something significant to our pool of knowledge. 

REQUIREMENTS:

· Your topic should be informative and challenging to this audience. (Note:  Do not tell things that are common knowledge or that are trivial.)

· The speech should be five to six minutes in length.

· Delivery is to be extemporaneous. Use 5-6 notecards. These are to be turned in  following your speech.

· The introduction and conclusion should be fully developed—that is, they should include the required elements.

· There should be a definite, logical transition bridging each component of the speech.

· Each main point should be clearly stated and developed.

· Use at least one visual aid according to the guidelines presented in the text.

· Adhere to the principles of clear explanation.  Use organizers (signposts, enumeration), emphasis cues, and figurative analogies.  

· A typed, full-sentence outline (following the correct format) are required and are to be submitted on the day of your speech.  The following elements are to be included:

· Thesis statement

· Fully written introduction and conclusion that include the required elements

· Transitions between main points

· Source citations in the text of the outline using parenthetical notation

· A reference list in proper format with 3-5 different source materials.
· Your presentation skills should include:

· Natural and conversational delivery

· Extemporaneous mode using speech notes (notecards)

· Effective vocal and physical delivery skills

· Effective use of visual aids

POINT DISTRIBUTION: 

Organization

8 points

Content           
     
10 points

Delivery 

7 points

Outline

15 points

Total


40 points

SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPARATION:

Keep in mind the importance of clarity.  This is largely achieved through effective organization.  Confine your speech to two or three main ideas and group the other points under these.  Clarify the relationship between your points.  Use clear, explicit previews,  transitions, and summaries.  Keep your speech moving ahead according to a well developed plan; do not jump back and forth from one idea to another.

Prepare your visual aids and gather your props and materials at once and practice with them.

Time your speech when practicing. After you have written your outline, set it aside and practice speaking from brief notes on notecards.

Practice your speech several times, but do not memorize it.

On the day of the speech bring the following:

· Your outline

· Notecards

· Evaluation Form

· Visual Aid

TOPIC SELECTION & ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

1.  Write down four topics that interest you or that you are knowledgeable about.

A) 

B) 

C)

D)

2. Pick two of the four topics and narrow them down (by being more specific in terms of the focus)

A)

B)

3. For each of the two narrowed topics  write a brief specific purpose statement. What do you want the audience to know after listening to the speech? (Keep in mind, Speech 2 is an informative speech.)

A) 

B)

4. Select your topic for speech #2 and write a draft thesis statement in the space below: 

Thesis for speech #2: 
Name: __________________

SPEECH #2 - INFORMATIVE 

Peer Critique Form

Speaker's Name:




1. What were the main points of this speech?

2. How was the speaker’s physical and vocal delivery?

3. What were the two most effective elements of this speech?

4. What are two specific areas that the speaker could improve for future speeches?

Name: __________________

SPEECH #2 - INFORMATIVE 

Peer Critique Form

Speaker's Name:




1. What were the main points of this speech?

2. How was the speaker’s physical and vocal delivery?

3. What were the two most effective elements of this speech?

4. What are two specific areas that the speaker could improve for future speeches?

Name:________________

SPEECH #2 - INFORMATIVE

Self-Evaluation
Overall, how well did you succeed in informing the audience?

Describe your level of comfort and confidence during the speech. Did you feel more confident then in Speech #1?

What one goal do you have for improving the element of content in your final speech?

What one goal do you have for improving the element of delivery in your final speech?

SPEECH #3

Persuasive

PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT:

This speech is designed to apply all of the concepts you have learned so far in this course. Your goal is to persuade/convince the audience to believe in something and to take some action to demonstrate the strength of their belief.  Accordingly, your thesis should be stated as a proposition of public policy and you must call for a direct and specific course of action from your audience.  Your speech should be based on sound reasoning and evidence, must include persuasive emotional appeals, and should display excellent credibility.

REQUIREMENTS:

· In addition to the criteria listed above, your topic must be approved in advance.  It should be one that is timely and one that you find interesting.  

· The speech should be six to seven minutes in length.

· The speech should be well-organized using the Problem-Solution pattern, or a variation thereof.  The progression of ideas should be logical and the major points must stand out from the subpoints that develop them.

· You should try to use valid reasoning, establish your credibility with the audience, and appeal to audience emotions.  

· Your delivery skills are to be the best so far— extemporaneous, conversational, energetic, non-distracting . . . in short, persuasive.

· Cite 3-5 sources in your speech.

· Be prepared to answer questions from the audience after the conclusion of your speech. 

· A typed, full-sentence outline (following the correct format) is to be submitted on the day of your speech.  The following elements are to be included and labeled in the margin or where appropriate:

· Specific purpose and Thesis statement (Proposition)

· Fuly written introduction and conclusion that include required elements

· Transitions between main points

· Five source citations in the text of the outline

· A reference list in proper format with 3-5 published source materials.

POINT DISTRIBUTION: 

Organization
12 points

Content
15 points

Delivery
 8 points

Outline
15 points

Total       
50 points

SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPARATION:

A good place to look for research is in local newspapers, including the campus newspaper. (Hint:  The editorial and commentary pages are good resources for controversial and timely issues.)

The largest amount of effort should go into developing the ideas you want to present.  Make sure your main points clearly represent these ideas.  Give special thought to your introduction and conclusion. These parts of your speech can make a strong impression that affects your persuasiveness.

Make use of a variety of supporting materials (i.e. statistics, testimony, examples).  Begin your research as soon as possible so that you have plenty of time to consider how you want your speech to progress.

Make sure to utilize the audience analysis project. The surveys provide valuable information to help you fine tune your speech for the specfic audience. I will be looking for whether you adjusted your speech based on the survey responses.

Review your video tape and decide which areas of delivery to be conscious of during the speech.  Practice aloud using your notecards several times.  Work on really connecting with your audience by maintaining eye contact and showing sincerity in your face and voice.

On the day of the speech bring the following:

· Your outline

· Notecards 

· Evaluation Form

Name: __________________

SPEECH #3 - Questions

Write a question for each speaker. Turn in at end of class to get credit for attendance.
Speaker #1: Name



Topic





Speaker #2: Name



Topic




Speaker #3: Name



Topic




Speaker #4: Name



Topic




Speaker #5: Name



Topic




Name: __________________

SPEECH #3 - Questions

Write a question for each speaker. Turn in at end of class to get credit for attendance.
Speaker #1: Name



Topic





Speaker #2: Name



Topic




Speaker #3: Name



Topic




Speaker #4: Name



Topic




Speaker #5: Name



Topic




AUDIENCE ANALYSIS PROJECT

PURPOSE OF ASSIGNMENT:

The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate that (1) you understand the theory of audience analysis, and (2) that you can apply this theory by adapting Speech #3 to the particular audience of this class. 

PRE-SPEECH ANALYSIS:

To complete these segments you must participate in the in-class audience analysis survey. The survey is worth 10 points. After you have collected data from your classmates, review it and write a few paragraphs discussing the next three topics.  Turn this write-up in along with your outline on the day you present speech # 3. This report is worth 15 points. 

· General Audience Analysis:  What do you know about the composition of this group offhand?  Include such basic information as audience size, age, gender, etc.  Also include the general impressions you have formed about the value orientations of the audience, their intellectual predisposition, and their conduct as an audience from your experiences during the course of this semester.

· Specific Audience Analysis: What have you learned about your audience from the survey results?  What was the range of their scores on the attitude scale?  What category of scores is repeated most often?  It is your job to interpret this data in your write-up.  For example, is your audience fairly homogeneous or heterogeneous in terms of their attitudes?  Would you classify them as hostile, neutral, favorable, or a combination of these?  What additional information did you collect about your audience?  Summarize the results and explain why this information is relevant to your speech.

· Persuasive Strategy: Justify your speech strategy with regards to your audience.  What ratio of reasoning, motivational appeals, and credibility do you feel is demanded for this audience on this topic? How much attention-getting material do you need for this audience?  How much background information? How many motivational appeals will you include? These are some questions to consider.  While I do not expect you to justify your speech sentence by sentence, I do expect you to justify each major decision of persuasive strategy. 

 Sample Audience Analysis Survey

Speaker's Name: __________________

1. 
What is your attitude towards this statement?  (Please circle the most appropriate.)

"The U.S. government should ban factory farms and require the meat industry to raise its animals in their natural environments."

Strongly

Moderately
Slightly

Neither Agree
Slightly
     Moderately
Strongly

Disagree

Disagree

Disagree

or Disagree
Agree
     Agree
Agree
1

2

3

4

5
     6

7

If you chose 4, please circle the most appropriate reason for your choice.

I am:

Uninformed

Uninterested

Undecided

2. 
How often do you consume animal meat products?     ______ times / week

3. 
Are you concerned about our ecosystem and its contamination?
 Yes
No

4. 
Are you concerned about the sanitary production and processing of meats?

Yes
No

Audience Analysis Survey Template

Speaker's Name: _____________

Instructions:   Write your thesis sentence as Question 1 and add at least five more questions that you would like to have answered about your audience as you prepare your persuasive strategy.  This is information you will use when writing your speech.  The questions should be clear, concise, and the entire survey must be possible to complete within one to two minutes.  Make 30 copies for the audience and bring to class on the day scheduled for the data collection.  You may also create your own survey form.

1.
What is your attitude toward this statement? 

Strongly

Moderately
Slightly

Neither Agree
Slightly
     Moderately
Strongly

Disagree

Disagree

Disagree

or Disagree
Agree
     Agree
Agree
1

2

3

4

5
     6

7

If you chose number 4, please circle the most appropriate reason for your choice:

I am: 

Undecided

Uninformed

Uninterested

Additional Questions: 

Name: ____________________
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