EWRT 100B/LART 100


Essay Evaluation Criteria





For each essay we work on this quarter, I'll give you information about specific requirements and criteria for success.  Although my expectations for each assignment will be a little different, here is the overall criteria I will be using to evaluate your papers.





Strong





A strong 100B/LART100 essay will be well organized and contain an effective thesis or controlling idea that helps shape the essay's overall structure. The essay will include multiple focused, cohesive paragraphs that develop the controlling idea of the essay through detailed and relevant examples and full explanation of what the examples show.





Since most of our essay assignments will require you to use readings, a strong essay, when readings are assigned, will demonstrate clear understanding of the readings through effective use of summary, paraphrase, and/or quoting from the text to make and develop your points, and will also include your insightful responses to the readings through analysis of the evidence or ideas you draw from the texts.





A strong essay will demonstrate a sense of voice (your own personality and unique way of saying things will come through in the writing) and will use a variety of sophisticated sentence structures, structures you'll be learning in this class and in the EWRT160 lab. The essay will also demonstrate control of sentence construction and include relatively few grammar or proofreading errors.





Since we'll spend the entire quarter working to develop the aspects of effective writing described above, I'll expect to see more essays in this category as the quarter goes on.





Adequate





An adequate essay might have some of the elements of a strong essay (and I'll be sure to let you know when you include these elements so you can build on your successes).  An adequate essay will include a controlling central idea and an overall cohesive structure. The relationship between the supporting ideas and controlling idea will be generally clear, and most paragraphs will be focused and cohesive. The essay will be developed, though perhaps not as fully developed as a strong essay, with mainly relevant examples and explanations that are linked to the controlling idea. Most examples will include specific details.





The essay will show basic understanding of the readings for the assignment. Though an  adequate essay might not summarize, paraphrase or quote as effectively as a stronger essay, it will refer to the readings and show evidence that you are working on these skills. The essay will also include evidence of your developing ability to respond to and analyze ideas or information from the readings.





The essay will include generally strong sentences and will use those sentence combining strategies that have already been taught in class or in the lab. The essay will not include many patterns of grammatical errors nor excessive proofreading problems.





While essays in this category are certainly passing, you might still decide to revise one into a stronger paper for the final portfolio if it was written for one of the take-home assignments. Please feel free to come to my office hours or to see an instructor in the Writing and Reading Center for help with this.








Not Yet Adequate 





Essays in this category might be adequate in some respects and might have some strong features. (I'll point out the stronger parts of such essays so you can build on your successes. ) However, one or more of the following aspects of the essay will need to be strengthened before an essay in this category is adequate. The essay might contain a central focus and overall cohesive structure but the relationships between supporting ideas and central argument/controlling idea may be uneven. Some paragraphs might cohere and be focused. The essay might include some relevant examples with occasional or limited explanations of what the examples demonstrate. Explanations in body paragraphs may sometimes be linked to the controlling idea of the essay. Some of the examples may include a few specific details.





When essays in this category refer to readings, they might rely too much on summary to develop their points. Or the essay might show a very limited understanding of the reading or the writing assignment. The essay might reveal slight ability to connect quotes or paraphrases to supporting points, or slight ability to explain how evidence from a text illustrates a point. 





The not yet adequate essay might include some sentence variety, though, as yet, the essay might show less control of sentence construction than an adequate essay does. The 


essays in this category might have frequent patterns of grammatical errors and/or numerous proofreading problems.





Essays in this category are not passing. If you write a not yet adequate essay early in the quarter, you will usually have the opportunity to revise it into a stronger paper. I'll be happy to meet with you to work on a revision plan, and you'll also find help available in the Writing and Reading Center. 





