ESL 261


Speaking Assignment One
Due:  ______
Short 2-3 minute Introductory Talk 





20 points
In class on the due date above, you will be asked to talk about yourself for about two minutes.  This is a get-acquainted talk. 
--------
Here are some ideas for topics to include in your talk.  Do not exceed 3 minutes total for your talk.
Select one of the topics below for the focus of your talk, but do not mention all of the topics as you won’t have enough time!  Choose a topic that is interesting to you!
1.  What are your educational goals?  How do you hope to achieve them?
2.  What is your special talent or hobby?  Give some examples of how this talent or hobby influences your life.
3.   How has coming to the U.S. changed your life?  Give one example of an important experience related to being in the U.S.
4.  Describe an American custom that is very difficult for you to understand, adapt to or accept. Give an example of one experience you’ve had with this custom.
5.  Share a story about a frustrating experience learning English and making yourself understood. 

6.  Your family

· Describe someone in your family that you admire and why.

7. Describe a favorite program on American TV and how watching it benefits  you in some way.
Begin your introduction with your name (first and last) and where you are from.

Then, announce your topic with either a statement or a thought-provoking question.


Today, I will talk briefly about______________.  



Remember to include 2 or 3 good, specific details.

End the talk with a brief conclusion:  for example, “Thanks for listening to me.  I look forward to ________________ this quarter.”

Plan your talk, using a 3 x 5 note card:  (turn in this to me after your talk).

Introduction___________________________________


Thesis (or Main Idea) ___________________________




Body Points (or specific examples)




1.




2.




3.


Conclusion_____________________________________
Useful tips: be aware of these suggestions, but don’t worry about them!
Do:

1. Think about the topic first and journal for at least 10 minutes.

2. Rethink your topic and then find your main point.
3. Make an outline (see above).

4. Look up important key words for pronunciation.

5. Watch for verb tense and proper word endings.  
6. Practice your talk at least 3 times. Practice with a friend when you feel you are ready.

7. Time yourself (stay within 2.5 minutes).

8. Remember to smile and practice relaxed body posture (use mirror).

9. Make eye contact with your audience as you speak.

10. Relax and take deep breaths before speaking.

Don’t:

1. Do not memorize you talk, as it will seem unnatural.


2. Do not read your talk.
3. Do not chew gum.
4. Do not wear any hat or dark glasses that hide your eyes.

5. Do not fold your arms in front of you.

6. Do not rush or speak too fast.
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