I.
Yeats’s five periods/styles


A.
First period



1.
Elements of Romanticism:  

a.
Natural imagery




b.
Country settings and places




c.
Folkloric themes



2.
Addition of Irish mythology allows elevated dignity and style



3.
Example:  “The Lake Isle of Innisfree”


B.
Second period



1.
Irish nationalism influenced a simpler and more popular style

2.
Influence of Nietzsche:  Movement away from “impersonal beauty” and toward “normal, passionate, reasoning self.”

3.
Despises the middle classes

4.
Examples:  “Adam’s Curse” and “No Second Troy”


C.
Third period



1.
Abandonment of and return to Ireland

a.
Increasing distaste of censorship




b.
Return to Ireland, promoting the arts and Protestant landed class



2.
Symbolic system (metaphysical and epigrammatic elements)



3.
Example:  “Easter 1916”


D.
Fourth period

1.
Increase in symbolism of spirals, gyres, etc.: Resolution of contraries/tensions from earlier thinking



2
Subject matter:  History and art



3
Examples:  “The Second Coming”  and “Byzantium” poems


E.
Fifth period



1.
Return to turbulence



2.
Inability to know truth



3.
Example:  “The Circus Animals’ Desertion”

II.
Yeats’s themes

A.
Place


1.
Sign of nationalism (vs. space)


2.
State of being

B.
Art

B.
History


1.
Image of the gyre:  cyclical yet progressive


2.
Three sets of 2000 years:  

2000-1 B.C.  
Greek mythology

1-2000 A.D.  
Christian 

2000-4000 A.D.
The Second Coming



3.
Changing of the guard always involves violence

