Oscar Wilde’s – The Importance of Being Earnest
I.
Critique of Victorian Society


A.
Class


B.
Marriage


C.
Manners


D.
Literature

II.
Language and identity


A.
Saussure (published 1916 but written earlier) / Wilde published 1899



1.
Sign = signifier + signified



2.
Arbitrary nature of the sign



3.
Onomatopoeia might be considered an exception

B.
Questions of representation – What is the role of language in identity (name as signifier)?



1.
Slippages in the text between what words mean.



2.
Naming as a form of identity




a.
One to one correspondence




b.
One signifier to many signifieds (more than one person named Earnest)




c.
One signified to many signifiers (people have different names)


C.
What constitutes identity if not names?



1.
Can people have many identities?



2.
Is identity constructed?



3.
Is identity constructed through writing/representation?

