I.
Background of Joyce


A.
Diminishing wealth

1.
Born into a wealthy family.

2.
Income steadily diminished - the family was forced to move from house to house, each progressively more modest.

B.
Religious background

1.
Raised Catholic his whole childhood.

2.
Planned to be a priest.

C.
Becoming a writer

1.
Wanted to be a writer – needed an objective view of Dublin. (He wanted to avoid involvement in popular sentimentalities and dishonesties.)

2.
Self-exile (to Paris at the time).  (Returned only for a short time at his mother’s death.  Returned to Europe – Italy/Switzerland).  Settled in Paris 1920, then in Swizerland 1940 because of the war.  

3.
All his works are about Dublin - although it functions as a microcosm of humanity.

II.
Background of Ulysses
A.
Published in 1922 – autobiographical, same year as “The Waste Land.”  Took 7 years to write.

B.
Autobiographical – though take care not to try to find a one-to-one correspondence.

C.
Reception


1.
Well-received in Paris – despite opacity and tedious allusions


2.
Banned in U.K. and U.S.  – considered pornographic

3.
Finally published in 1936 in U.K. – in 1934 Random House won a court battle over permission to publish

III.
Structure of Ulysses
A.
Based on Homer’s The Odyssey – A Modernist reconstruction

1.
Parodic epic – not themes of Greek stoicism but of a flawed and endearing human being.  Themes touch on perversion and the mundane including defacation/urination, alcoholism, sado-masochism, etc.

2.
Parody of the Wandering Jew – Bloom is a Jewish person in the midst of Catholic Ireland.  No sense of “home” like the Jews in the Egyptian desert, like the Jews without a homeland.

B.
Themes


1.
Relationship between modern man and his myth/history

2.
Irish political and cultural independence

3.
Question of religion and man’s relation to it

4.
Economic and urban development  - and resultant moral and cultural decay

5.
Role of the feminine and masculine


C.
Narrative structure



1.
Stream of consciousness



2.
Plot and setting

a.
Two main characters:  Stephen Dedalus and Leopold Bloom – Telemachus/Ulysses

b.
One day:  June 16, 1904.  Two characters traverse all through Dublin – Bloom is an advertising canvasser.   They cross paths several times but not meeting.  Later in the novel, they meet and Leopold accompanies Stephen because he is worried about him carousing with his friends.  They meet right as Bloom considers his own sense of emasculation (both because of his wife’s adultery and his diminishing youth).

Mapping of Dublin:  Joyce claimed that if Dublin should disappear, the novel could serve as a blueprint.
IV.
“Proteus”


A.
Main markers of plot



1.
Walks on Sandymount strand and sees midwives



2.
Imagines visiting his uncle



3.
Ponders his youthful ambitions



4.
Reminisces about his Paris adventure



5.
Reminisces about Kevin Egan



6.
Ponders Tower-dilemma



7.
Watches a dog



8.
Watches a gypsy couple pass



9.
Scrawls poem ideas



10.
Masturbates and picks his nose

